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From the Master.

At the Court Meeting in July I was truly delighted to be
allowed a further year as Master of this wonderful
Company, of which I have been a member for 25 years.
As the Covid-19 restrictions are gradually eased and life
begins to return to normal, we have been able to
recommence our programme of real ‘physical’ events,
as opposed to the Zoom events of the last 17 months. It
does seem that we are slowly getting back to some
normality, both at home and in The City, but we do so
with caution and careful consideration of what we feel
we can attend safely.
I recently attended an Investiture at The Mansion
House for the Order of the League of Mercy which was
most successful and one that was socially spaced and
not over crowded at the tea that followed. I will recall it
as one of the inspiring events I have attended so far in
this, my special year as Master, it was indeed an honour
for me to receive on behalf of Mr. David Marshall his Insignia, (as a representative and Hon Life
President of my Branch of The Royal British Legion) and I trust it will give him much satisfaction
and happiness to his family also, after some Sixty Years of Service.
This is just but one, of the incredible events and invitations I have received as Master of the
Company, so I feel very humble indeed in being able to have this second opportunity to
represent our Company in a real and tangible way.
My Master’s Year Plan for 2020-21 did not have much of a chance to take off from the starting
blocks and has been placed in the hands of our Events and Fundraising Committee, who I know
will do their best to see what can be resurrected. I am looking forward to our Autumn Dinner on
12th October, the Quill Pen Lunch with the Lord Mayor in late November and the Company Carol
Service and Reception on the 21st December. In 2022 we will be able to hold our Burns Night
Dinner in January and Spring Dinner in April. Later on in the year we will take part in the Becket
Pageant and Fair at the Guildhall (the date to be confirmed) and the Master’s Weekend that was
in place for June last year but was placed on the back burner until May 2022 when we will be
visiting the Battlefields of WW1 in France and Belgium. The programme is in place along with
the tour company and we will be issuing information and booking details to follow.
Meantime, may I take this opportunity of welcoming all our new Freeman and Liverymen to the
Company.

From the Clerk
As has been recounted in the last Newsletter, having assumed the reins from my illustrious
predecessor almost 20 months ago, I had about 6 weeks of ‘normal running’ before everything
was thrown into disarray by the pandemic. Along with the rest of the country, we rapidly
adopted ‘Zoom world’ and became adept at holding both Committees and Court Meetings
remotely. We imagined we would be able to return to normal In September last year as the
country started to relax the restrictions but our plans to reinstate some form of a programme
proved too optimistic and tighter restrictions were quickly reimposed by the Government. So,
being forced to cancel the Autumn Dinner and Company Tea in October last year, we returned to
hosting virtual events once again.
The first formal event was a short session
with the Lord Mayor in late November, to
make up for the annual Quill Pen Lunch.
This proved to be an excellent session
with 37 Company members attending.
The Lord Mayor gave a very upbeat
account of how he was fulfilling his duties
and role as an international ambassador
for the City and financial services in the
current restrictions and was extremely
optimistic on how the City would bounce
The Lord Mayor on Zoom for the call which
replaced the traditional Quill Pen Lunch

back once the pandemic was over. The Master
was able to present the Lord Mayor with
Company’s donation to his Charity.
In December we had our traditional Carol
Service, albeit somewhat abbreviated from the
normal procedure to allow for the demands of
Zoom. Led by our Honorary Chaplain, The
Reverend Steven Brookes, and
with the excellent Seraphim
Choir conducted by Robert
Mingay-Smith, it proved to be a
very enjoyable evening and was
supported by over 60 members
and their guests from all over
the world.
After a welcome Christmas
break, the next fixture in the
Scrivener calendar was the
Burns Night Dinner on Monday
25 January 2021. Unfortunately,
in line with the rest of the
country once again in lockdown,

this could only be held as another Zoom event, albeit expertly managed by Bill Kennair, and was
thoroughly enjoyed by the 30 Company members and guests who could join us.
The next event was the Zoom call to replace the Sheriffs’ Reception, traditionally planned for late
February but this year held on 23 March. 41 members joined Sheriffs Michael Mainelli and
Christopher Hayward but unfortunately the Master was unable to attend the event.
This was followed by a Cheese and Wine party on the 13th April, taking the place of the
traditional Spring Dinner. Attended by 35 members and their guests, and run superbly by Andy
Swinscoe of The Courtyard Dairy in Austwick, near Settle in North Yorkshire, it quickly became
apparent why they had been voted the 'Cheesemonger of the Year' in 2020. Recommended by
several Livery Companies, the evening proved to be an enormous success and drew fulsome
praise from everyone who attended.

Company members at the Cheese and Wine party

The Master (third from left) processing to St Paul’s

In late June the ‘physical’ programme was allowed to recommence and the Master was able to
represent the Company at the Service of Reflection and Hope at St Paul’s Cathedral on 22 June.
Joined by over 45 Masters from various Companies ‘forming up’ at Apothecaries, our Master
processed to St Paul’s where they met the rest of the Livery world

Forming up at Apothecaries’ Hall

This was followed by a return to the round of Dinners with the Master and Clerk being hosted by the
Stationers on 28th June and the Apothecaries on 26th July.

The Court Meeting in July, at which the
Master and Wardens were installed
(although Mark Watson-Gandy, having
just been ‘pinged’ sadly could
not be there), was followed
immediately afterwards by the
Summer Reception and hot
buffet onboard HQS
Wellington. This proved to be
an excellent event with around
90 members and guests
attending. Blessed with
glorious weather, it was
delightful to be able to return
to the pre-Covid model of
fellowship centred around a
real event. There may be
times in the future when online events and Zoom will
continue but we must
remember that whilst it has
proved a life-saver over the
last 18 months, it can only
ever be a poor substitute for
old fashioned face-to-face
fellowship.

August was typically quiet although the office was busy preparing the accounts for the year-end
examination but, in late September, the Master and Upper Warden were able to take part in the Sheep
drive, this year across Southwark Bridge. During the day they met many other City dignitaries and even
came across our Beadle, on this occasion as a Liveryman of the Upholders Company.

The Master trying his hand at upholstery with the
Beadle

The Master with the Lord Mayor

The Upper Warden and his daughter Isabella with the Lord Mayor and the Sheriff Michael Mainelli

From the Notarial Deputy
In the last edition of Notarial Notes (Autumn 2019) I reported on the plans to hold the next Wilfrid
Philips lecture in April 2020. Unfortunately, and for obvious reasons, that particular event did not take
place but I am delighted to report that after a gap of some two years the most recent Wilfrid Philips
lecture has successfully been held.
In keeping with the current times, the lecture took place via Zoom and the topic concerned remote
notarisation, in particular the response of our Dutch notarial colleagues to the Covid pandemic. Our
guest speaker, Maarten Meijer, was introduced by PM Nigel Ready and gave an excellent and very
interesting presentation which was followed by a ‘question and answer’ session. One advantage of
Zoom is that it can bring together large numbers of people irrespective of their location and it was an
added bonus to be joined for the event by a number of our Irish colleagues including Mary Casey, Dean
of the Faculty of Notaries Public in Ireland, and her colleague Ross McMahon, who also made a valuable
contribution to the discussion.
Separately, the Notarial Committee recently held its first physical meeting in over eighteen months at
De Pinna’s new offices in Regent Street and it was good to catch up with colleagues face to face.
In other news, PM Nigel Ready recently spent several days in Tashkent as part of a delegation sent by
the International Union of Notaries (UINL) to evaluate the application made by the Notary Chamber of
the Republic of Uzbekistan to be admitted into the UINL. Nigel’s packed schedule included meetings
with various ministers and members of the judiciary as well as an interview on Uzbekistan state
television. On behalf of the Notarial Committee I offer my congratulations to Nigel for representing the
notarial profession at the very highest level, an honour indeed.
Lastly, the Court recently noted with sadness the death of Vittorio Di Cagno, a distinguished notary from
Italy who was an honorary freeman of the Company and a former President of the UINL. He had been
instrumental in securing the admission of Scrivener notaries to the UINL.

Nigel Ready signing the latest edition of his work, Brooke’s Notary

Welcome to new members
We are delighted to report that we have
managed to gain 4 new members, with a
further 4 still to join. At the Summer Court
Meeting Patrick O Shea, a newly qualified
Scrivener Notary with De Pinna and Julian
Gibbons, a Solicitor and Public Notary from
Norfolk, were granted the Freedom of the
Company whilst Jack Gardiner and Andrew
Cross, both already Freemen of the City,
were granted both the Freedom of the
Company and immediately Cloathed in the
Livery. We look forward to admitting the
rest of the new members at the next Court
Meeting in October.
Julian Gibbons, Patrick O’Shea, Andrew Cross and Jack
Gardiner reading their oaths

And finally,
It is with great sadness that we learnt of the deaths of Ken Sherk and Alan Hall earlier this year. Ken had
been a Scrivener since 2012 and Alan joined the Company in 1996. Our thoughts are with their families.
List of Organisations supported by the Sexcentenary Charity in 2020/21
MASTER'S DISCRETIONARY GRANTS
Becket Pageant
£500
RBL
£250
Clapton Common Club
£500
ANNUAL GRANTS
City of London School for Girls £10,000
St Paul's Cathedral Foundation £5,000
City of London School
£5,000
Lord Mayor's Appeal
£2,000
Stepney All Saints School
£2,000
HMS Portland Welfare Fund
£1,000
LXX Squadron Welfare Fund
£1,000
Sheriffs & Recorders Fund
£1,000
City of London Freemen's School £500

JULIA HETT 400 GRANTS
Hestia
Bloomfield Learning Centre

£1,500
£1,500

ADDITIONAL HARDSHIP DONATIONS
The Aldgate Primary School Laptops Appeal
Bloomfield Learning Centre

£1,000
£1,000

OTHER £500 AND UNDER
Heraldry Society (Scriveners lecture)
College of Arms Trust
Society of Italic Handwriting
Edward Johnston Foundation
Society of Scribes & Illuminators
Hon Chaplain's charity
Peter Esslemont Calligraphy Prize

£450
£350
£100
£100
£100
£250
£500
TOTAL

£35,600

