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Two dinners and a reception

passing, such as the important new annual Wilfrid
Phillips Memorial Lecture, instigated by Edward
Gardiner and the Notarial Committee, the City Walk
arranged by Court Assistant Valerie Hamilton, and
a visit to Shakespeare’s Globe to see an excellent
Merchant of Venice, complete with a brand new
final scene, where Shylock is shown suffering the
humiliation of renouncing his faith and being
baptised a Christian. This was potent stuff.
But it’s not all fun, festivity and cultural
indulgence. Charity is at the heart of the Company,
and several of our events have helped to boost our
charitable funds. There are more such to come!
Please see the dates for your diaries on p7. 

The Scrivener has undergone a change this issue in
appearing a little later than usual in order to
accommodate October events such as the Autumn
Dinner and Bombay Sapphire visit, which would
otherwise not have been reported until next April.
So space is at a premium and, in keeping with the
unofficial policy of allowing room for photographic
evidence of the tremendous fun we have in the
Scriveners Company, the front page is having to
spread itself across three major events: the Spring
Dinner at Vintners’ Hall (top left—note the young
scrivener notaries and guests who appreciate a
proper photographer when they see one—no
selfies for them); the Summer Reception, which
took place on a strangely very sunny but heavily
overcast July evening, when we welcomed the new
Master and Wardens; and the Autumn Dinner at
Inner Temple Hall, where the Company hosted
several very distinguished luminaries from the
notarial and legal worlds. A top table full of legal
top brass.
Further inside this edition you will find evidence
of other Company activities, and there are some,
inevitably, which simply have to be mentioned in
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Presidents of the Law Society and the
Chairman of the Bar Council, was reinforced
by the display in the nearby Temple Church
of one of the original copies of Magna
Carta, which many of the guests were, with
due reverence, able to view.

From the pen of the Master
My first function as Master was the visit my wife and I
made to RAF Brize Norton for the ‘standing to’ ceremony
for LXX squadron, the day immediately following my
formal investiture as Master in late July. The squadron had
been stood down in September 2010 in order to await the
arrival of the Royal Air Force’s new Airbus A400M ‘Atlas'
aircraft; the Squadron Colour was lodged at Royal Air
Force College Cranwell and marked the end of the
Squadron's outstanding period of C-130K Hercules
operations around the world.
LXX Squadron is the first operational Airbus A400M
Atlas Squadron and was ‘stood up’ in an administrative
and engineering support capacity on 1 October 2014,
allowing sufficient time for it to be configured and
manned appropriately prior to accepting air transport
tasking in a formal capacity from summer 2015.
The Atlas is an extremely flexible aircraft that will
provide both tactical and strategic airlift capability to all
three services in peace, crisis and war. Tactical and
strategic airlift is a critical component of the UK Armed
Forces, and this hugely versatile aircraft will bring a
significant complementary capability to its existing fleets.
The ‘standing to’ ceremony in the presence of the
Princess Royal was a magnificent event, with a brass band
playing Elgar’s Nimrod as a Spitfire flew a pass fifty feet
above the parade ground, swiftly followed by one of the
huge Atlas aircraft flying at the same height. Sadly, we
weren’t able to take a flight in the Atlas, although this has
been promised for the Squadron’s centenary dinner in
April.
After the traditional fallow period in August, my diary
has been very full. A particular highlight was the evensong
and reception in St Paul’s in September, my wife and I
being extremely impressed by the energy and dedication
showed by Benedict King, the chorister supported by the
Company. He told us that he essentially spends four hours
at home with his family per week, one of which is,
however, spent at ballet class.
Our trip to York in October for the York Scriveners’
dinner was very interesting as well as entertaining, and it is
heartening to see how very actively involved the Guild is in
the civic life of that great City.
I was very pleased to see so many of you at the autumn
dinner at Inner Temple Hall. The evening’s legal theme,
with the President of the International Union of Latin
Notaries as our principal guest, together with the
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The Master and Master’s Lady pictured at
the Bombay Sapphire Gin Distillery (for a
report on the Company visit see page 5).
I hope those who made the long trip to
the Bombay Sapphire Gin distillery in the
Test Valley enjoyed it as much as I did, and I
look forward to the company of the livery
on our next away day to Spitbank Fort in the
Solent, one of Lord Palmerston’s “follies”, in
the Spring.
Jeremy Burgess Master, 2015-16 
___________________________________

More charity…
It may not be widely known amongst Scriveners,
but apart from our own Sexcentenary Charity
Fund, we also have the Pedder Charitable Trust,
established in 1968 and set up by the late Court
Assistant John William (Willie) Pedder to “consider
favourably the needs, if charitable, of members of
the Scriveners Company or the wives, widows,
children or other dependants of such persons, or
other charitable organisations promoted or
supported by the City or County of London.” The
trustees are James Harman and the current Clerk.
The Pedder Trust tops up grants such as our St
Paul’s chorister bursary and supports worthy
social causes, but if anyone knows of a Scrivener
in need, please contact the Clerk’s office. 

… and the Immediate Past Master
Monday 15 June 2015 presented me with a dilemma. I had
been invited to the celebrations to mark the anniversary of
the signing of Magna Carta at Runneymede. Tight security
meant that I was required to arrive at 6.30am. However, I
was scheduled to conduct Choral Evensong in Saffron
Walden the previous evening and been invited to the
Wilfrid Phillips Memorial Notarial Lecture (followed by a
dinner) on the evening of 15 June. The Master Actuary had
kindly offered me a room (at his expense) at his London
Club but however I tried juggling timings I reluctantly
concluded that I could not make the Magna Carta
celebrations.
I mention this because in a way it characterised my year
of office in several regards. Firstly there has been what John
Tunesi described in this column last year as “the heady
mixture of events and meetings” to which the Master is
invited. Secondly it highlighted the co-operation and
generosity extended from one Master to another (which
goes on all the time). For me the episode also shone fresh
light on the professionalism of the Scrivener Notaries in
that the Notarial Lecture was of the highest international
standard and was accredited for the purpose of the
notaries’ professional education regulations.
Although I stood down as your Honorary Chaplain on
assuming the office of Master I continued to exercise the
ministry of a Clerk in Holy Orders and it has been an
interesting challenge to try to combine the two roles
especially as the Master frequently receives several
invitations to events which clash with others on the same
day.
I have been asked on several occasions to identify what
for me were the highlights of my year of office. I have
usually responded by explaining that the whole year has
been a highlight and that it would be invidious to pick out
any one event. My diary reflects the objects of the
Company which I would summarise as educational, social
and benevolent.
It has been my privilege to attend many schools,
colleges and universities to offer support and
encouragement to staff and students. As indicated above I
have seen at close quartets the work that our Scrivener
Notary colleagues undertake in training new recruits to the
profession as well as in regard to their own continuing
professional development.
Together the livery companies give in excess of £40
million a year to charities in the fields of education, welfare,
the church, the environment and the arts. As a company we
play our part and it has been my privilege to represent you
at events ranging from military charities to an award
ceremony to Police Dog Jake for “Outstanding Devotion”
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awarded by the PDSA,
But we have had fun too! Apart from the
“set pieces” such as the “Quill Pen Lunch”
and the Autumn and Spring Dinners we
have had a marvellous weekend in Vienna,
visits to Westminster Abbey, The Cutty
Sark, a City Walk and a visit to
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre and much
else besides. I like to think that we are a
friendly company with a programme of
events which is more extensive than many
other livery companies.
In all of these activities I have had the
unstinting support of our Clerk, Giles, and
Dian his very able Assistant—to whom I
express my grateful thanks—and my
incredibly supportive and understanding
wife Gillian. Also a special thanks to Canon
Chris Bishop for his work as our chaplain
over the past year.
Educational, social and benevolent—
that is one trinity which has characterized
my year of office. As a priest, of course, for
me there is another Trinity—that of Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. As I revert to my role
as your Honorary Chaplain I pray for God’s
blessing on you and our Worshipful
Company of Scriveners in the name of that
same Trinity who is Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.
Revd Michael Lovegrove Hon. Chaplain 

———————————————

Do you recognise this man?

PM Sir Henry Bedingfeld has taken up
oil painting—but who is his subject in
this work in progress (from a photo)?

Vienna in May
Those of the Company who were able to join
Master Lovegrove and his wife Gillian in May
enjoyed an excellent three day overview visit to
Vienna. We stayed in the historic Hotel Bristol with
its atmospheric 1930s interior where we were
greeted by the Master on arrival and hardly had
time to settle before we were whisked off on an
orientation walking tour led by the charming Inge
Schuller who had a wealth of knowledge to impart.
The walk took us past the State Opera House,
and on to observe the 19th century architectural
buildings of the Ringstrasse, which was originally
built as a 16th century city fortification against the
Turks.
The interior was developed by the Emperor
Francis Joseph in the 1850s after the Napoleonic
Wars and under the influence of the industrial
expansion taking place in Germany. Situated in
the middle of this 19th century splendour is the
poignant modern memorial to the Jews persecuted
in World War II.
We had no time to visit the Museums but were
guided through the Josefsplatz, and the Heldenplatz with the equestrian statues of Emperor
Joseph II, Archduke Charles, and Prince Eugene; on
through the Hofburg Palace, with the Treasury and
Chapel where the Boys Choir can be heard on
Sundays; on past the high baroque Plague Column
in the Graben to one of the highlights of the afternoon, St. Stephen’s Cathedral. Here we had the
advantage of being a private group allowed in the
centre of the nave where we could see at leisure
the Gothic masterpieces of the Pilgrim Pulpit and
Madonna of Mercy uninterrupted. We could not
linger as we had to return to the hotel for the first
two courses of our dinner before the premiere
performance of Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte at the
Volksoper Opera House.
Beautifully performed
and sung, the production had an innovative
approach with a minimalist set.
The next morning was a coach tour, again with
Inge, to view buildings we had missed the day
before such the Parliament building, Town Hall,
Burgtheater, the University and the Votivkirche.
We travelled via the Wurstelprater Park and Ferris
Wheel before going up to the Upper Belvedere
with its lovely formal garden and splendid view of
Vienna. We returned via the Karlskirche, a beautiful baroque church dedicated in 1737 to the
patron saint of the plague, for our visit to the

Schönbrunn Palace.
The Schönbrunn Palace was begun in 1692 with,
of course, Versailles as a model, as we appreciated
from the most sumptuous interiors, including the
mirrored Great Gallery. Here again we had the
advantage of being taken through as a group with
a chance to wander round the grounds before
returning to the city.
On the way back from the Palace we glimpsed
the art nouveau work of the architects Otto Wagner
and Josef Maria Olbrich and further 20th and 21st
century architecture before our afternoon “off”.
The evening meal was held at the oldest
4

Reaching out, with pens

restaurant in Vienna, the Griechenbeisl, which
dates from the late Middle Ages. In 1852 the
recently created Pilsner Urquell beer was
introduced to the restaurant and from there
spread throughout the world. It is no wonder
that over the years the Griechenbeisl became
the meeting place for numerous musicians,
artists, scholars and politicians who reputedly
left their signatures on the walls! Beethoven,
Mozart, Wagner, Count Zeppelin, Karl Marx and
even Johnny Cash among them. However, a later
fire may have destroyed some of the originals!
Sunday, our final day, gave us a chance to
have a more leisurely breakfast before packing
and then taking the short walk to the final highlight of the Spanish Riding School.

Here’s a Scriveners’ success story, starring our own
placecard calligrapher, Liveryman Win Eyles. This email
came from Lucy Beacon, a parent volunteer at Chisenhale Primary School: “Many thanks for putting me in
touch with Win Eyles who went in to Chisenhale last
week. The Outreach session was an enormous
success. The children were so inspired by her work and
loved being able to try their hand at calligraphy. It really
captured their imaginations and will help them on the

Julia Hett Upper Warden 
———————————————————

… and Bombay
Bombay Sapphire, that is, the prestigious brand
of gin, made only in Hampshire at Laverstoke
Mill. It’s exported worldwide, but it all comes
from here in a converted paper mill beside the
River Test. The distillery produces 60,000 bottles
a day from two stills called Thomas and Mary,
named after the founder Thomas Dakin and his
great-granddaughter, who developed the
process of vapour infusion.
A major feature of the Mill are the unique
glasshouses designed by Thomas Heatherwick
of Olympic Cauldron fame, and where the
botanicals are grown in their natural state.
This was an excursion suggested by the
Master and the Master’s Lady, who live nearby,
and a fascinating tour it proved to be, complete
with a complimentary cocktail at the end,
supplied according to the aromas that each
visitor particularly liked from the many
’botanicals’ on display in the Dry Room. The
favourite was the ‘Laverstoke’ cocktail, a blend
of Bombay Sapphire, Martini Bianco, elderflower cordial and ginger ale. Quite delicious.
After the tour the party adjourned to the
nearby Watership Down Inn, named after the
book by Richard Adams and indeed the down
itself. A delicious lunch ensued. We look forward
now to the second Master’s Away Day when we
hope to visit Spitbank Fort for a sumptuous
Sunday lunch next May. 

road to better handwriting.” 

_____________________________________________

One of the Heatherwick glasshouses at the Bombay Sapphire
distillery and some of the Scriveners and guests enjoying the
heady atmosphere before selecting their cocktail ingredients.
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New Freemen

Notarial notes

The Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants
are delighted to welcome the following new
Freemen and Liverymen:

The Company’s annual Wilfrid Phillips Memorial Notarial Lecture
was held on 15 June in the Guildhall Library with the topic being
“Notaries in Europe”; the principal guest notarial speakers were
Dr. Alexander Gebele from Hamburg, Maître Michel Burgan
from Toulouse and Senor Ignacio Goma Lanzón from Madrid.
The speakers provided a fascinating practitioners’ view of
current and future developments within their respective jurisdictions; of particular note was a description of the changes affecting French notaries as a result of the recent Loi Macron. The
evening ended with a lively discussion on the future challenges
and opportunities facing notaries throughout Europe.
The Company’s Notarial Committee has been active in overseeing the Company’s education role and was particularly
pleased to be able to congratulate Charles Henshaw of John
Venn & Sons on passing the main language (German) examination which he sat in July and therefore completing all the
required Company examinations. We look forward to welcoming
Charles into the ranks of scrivener notaries once he has taken
his freedom of the Company.
Past Master Nigel Ready was honoured to be invited as the
principal guest to the annual dinner of the Society of Notaries of
Victoria, Australia, held at the Melbourne Cricket Ground in
August. Nigel is the author of Brooke’s Notary, the standard
textbook on notarial matters both in England and Wales and
throughout many other common law jurisdictions. As well as
talking about the important role of scrivener notaries in the City
of London, Nigel (pictured centre) was asked in particular to
speak about the colourful history of Brooke’s Notary since its
first publication in 1839 by its original author Richard Brooke.

Charles Ekeng Henshaw
(Scrivener Notary)

Nicholas Paul Sladden
(Head of Charities and Partner, Baker Tilly)

New Liverymen
Paul Edwin Lancelot Thomas BorrowLongain
(CEO, Borrow-Longain International)

Ronald Anthony Collins
(Executive Partner, IBM Global Business Services)

Alexander Michael Stuart Green
(Solicitor, Notary Public (Scotland), Procurator
Fiscal at the Court of the Lord Lyon)

Colin David Harris
(Solicitor and Notary Public)

Allan Angus Kill
(Civil Engineer; MD, MAL Contracting)

Sebastian Jack Robert Labovitch
(Scrivener Notary)

Professor Michael Wallis Ross
(Professor of Family Medicine and Community
Health, University of Minnesota)

David Taylor
(Solicitor and Notary Public)

New Liverymen Paul Borrow-Longain, Colin Harris
and Alex Green at the July Court Meeting on HQSW.

Past Master Photographer
Nigel Ready, Master 2002-03 (see Notarial Notes,
right), and a keen photographer, had an exhibition
of his work in Oxford in August: “Contrasting
Landscapes: Iceland and Namibia”. Copies of his
book illustrating TS Eliot’s Four Quartets, featured
in the last issue, are available on request. 

Nigel’s visit came just after the Australian’s cricketing defeat in
the Ashes at Trent Bridge, but in the venerable surroundings of
the MCG’s committee room he was able to empathise with the
depth of Australia’s suffering by recounting the many humiliations received on the pitch by the prep school team which he
captained, the Ready Reckoners!

Edward Gardiner Notarial Deputy & Chairman, Notarial
Committee
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Dates for the diary

A letter from Portland
Dear Master

Saturday 14 November:

I write while at sea preparing to undertake a large multinational maritime exercise off the coast of Scotland. This
is likely to be our final big exercise of 2015, before we
undertake some much needed maintenance and leave
for the final part of the year.
Throughout the rest of the year your affiliated ship
has been incredibly busy; highlights of our adventures
include conducting two multinational anti-submarine
warfare exercises off the coasts of Norway and Scotland
and a number of UK National Naval Training exercises.
During our limited time alongside we have had the
pleasure of visiting Dublin, Liverpool, Portland, Stavanger, Bergen, the Faroe Islands, Rotterdam (where we
hosted several thousand visitors) and London.

Lord Mayor’s Show & lunch on HQS Wellington
Tuesday 17 November:
Tour of Southwark Cathedral with the Dean
Friday 27 November:
Curry lunch on HQS Wellington
Tuesday 1 December:
Quill Pen Lunch at Mansion House
Wednesday 9 December:
Annual Carol Service
Monday 18 January:
Visit to Sam Wanamaker Playhouse
Monday 1 February:
Sheriffs’ Quill Pen Reception, Old Bailey
Wednesday 24 February:
Visit to the Savoy Chapel, with tea
Friday 11 March:
United Guilds’ Service followed by lunch at
Apothecaries’ Hall
Tuesday 12 April:
Spring Dinner at Trinity House
Friday 29 April:

Capt Asquith, Court Assistant Barry Theobald-Hicks and a
Weymouth & Portland Councillor aboard HMS Portland
remembering the fallen during Affiliations Day (see below).

Curry lunch on HQS Wellington
A Sunday in May TBC:
Master’s Away Day to Spitbank Fort in the Solent

It was a real pleasure meeting your Scriveners Sir
Henry Bedingfeld, Barry Theobald-Hicks, Jonathan and
Hanna Coutts during our Affiliations Day. I think the
weather and sea were both unusually kind to us, so I
trust they didn’t leave thinking life is always that comfortable for a sailor. I hope they all left with a good idea
of what your Ship does on a day-to-day basis and an
appreciation of some of our war fighting and humanitarian support capabilities.
It was also greatly appreciated that you were able to
send some more Scriveners to our gala reception during
our short notice visit to London earlier this month.
These opportunities only serve to strengthen our relationship and I am already looking forward to joining you
for the Lunch at Mansion House in December.
Until then, I would like to thank you for your continued support to the Ship and to reiterate how valuable
this is to what we do.

Friday 24 June:
Election of Sheriffs followed by lunch at Tallow
Chandlers Hall
Wednesday 13 July:
Installation of new Master and Wardens and
Summer Reception

And 400 years on…
In 2017 we celebrate the 400th anniversary of the granting
of our Royal Charter by King James I and VI. Suitable
celebratory activities are being planned, including another
staging of the Skryveners’ Play, The Incredulity of St Thomas,
not performed since 2004. Anyone wishing to put themselves forward for thespian glory may apply to the Clerk or
the Upper Warden! The characters are St Peter, St John, St
James, St Thomas of course, and… our Lord. No doubt we
can be age– and gender-blind, as is the modern way. 

S P Asquith OBE, Captain Royal Navy, Commanding
Officer


7

Obituaries
STANLEY FRANK HEATHER CBE FRSA
8 January 1917 - 28 August 2015
Stanley was first interested in the Law when he worked
as a Junior Clerk with Freshfields before the war. He
joined up in 1940 and achieved the rank of Major in the
2nd Logistical Regiment and was posted in 1944 to
Kohima, a village in India, where a major offensive
against the Japanese took place. The battle raged for
two months, thousands of soldiers were killed and many
of the local population were slaughtered as they
supported the 14th British Indian Army in defeating the
Japanese 15th Army - this being the first battle where
the Japanese were defeated, which stopped them invading India. The memory of this battle lasted with Stanley
throughout his life, it became his favourite charity and
his family asked for donations to be made at his funeral
to the Kohima Educational Trust.
Upon leaving the Army he qualified as a solicitor,
joined the City Corporation becoming Controller and
City Solicitor. His post meant he was the Common
Counsel’s lawyer and a High Officer. One of his highlights was to deal with all of the legal process when the
Corporation sold London Bridge to the Americans. This
was a hugely complex project and it is no wonder that
he was awarded a CBE. The Grand Ceremony was held
at the Guildhall where the signing of the documents
took place before the Lord Mayor and Corporation, and
at the precise moment of the Americans’ arrival a row of
Champagne bottles in unison blew their corks. The
Americans thought this pomp and ceremony was unsurpassed. The Lord Mayor and Corporation pretended this
happened all the time and showed no reaction. The
truth of the matter was that the caterers providing the
Champagne were late with their delivery and had run
with the Champagne to have it in place at Guildhall, with
the result that the corks simply blew off!
I remember my father and mother accompanying
Stanley and Bunty to Lake Haversue for the opening of
London Bridge. The rumour circulating the City at the
time was that the Americans thought they were buying
Tower Bridge but Stanley always refuted this. I’m not so
sure!
Stanley took early retirement from the Corporation
to look after his wife, who unfortunately had cancer and
died in 1992, also being buried in St Margaret’s Church,
Warnham. Stanley was a real gentleman and very precise. If there were ever a full stop or comma out of
place, he would politely inform you and suggest that an
amendment be made straight away. He was a man full
of stories but extremely discreet and very good
company. He enjoyed his golf and was a regular with
the City Livery Golfing Society, latterly becoming
Captain. I remember playing with him at Piltdown when
he stepped into a rabbit hole and had to retire to the
Club House. Despite everyone wishing to call the doctor,
he wouldn’t hear of it and insisted on driving himself

home and was later diagnosed with a broken ankle. A man
who did not like disorder, or any fuss being made.
When in the early 60s the Company wished for clarification on parts of its Ordinances and Charter it was easy to
recommend Stanley as the man who would give an accurate and precise legal opinion – which he did. He was made
an Honorary Liveryman during Alan Cope’s Mastership. He
will certainly be missed.
James Harman Master 1995-96 and Clerk 1982-94
—————————————————————

JOHN LAZARUS-BARLOW
1930 – 2015
John Barlow was born in 1930 in Bexhill, East Sussex. He
was educated at Tonbridge School from 1943 to 1947.
Following his schooling, he was employed by the City
Notarial firm of Scorer and Harris and qualified as a Notary
in 1955 on successful completion of his Notarial exams and
seven years’ articles of clerkship and was immediately
elected a partner. John became a Freeman of the City and
of the Scriveners’ Company, and became a liveryman in the
same year. Before he could start to practise he was called
up for National Service and was commissioned as a 2nd
Lieutenant in the Army, working primarily in the Judge
Advocate’s Office.
During his articles John was sent to Portugal for about a
year in order to master its language, and on commencing
to practise he soon acquired an enviable list of port houses
as clients.
John was elected Master of the Company in 1967 and
on completion of his term in office he, as a leading member of his firm, was instrumental in merging Scorer and
Harris with another large Notarial firm, John Venn & Sons,
making the combined firm a force that is still operating
successfully in London.
On completion of the merger, John resigned from the
firm and moved permanently to Lisbon where he joined a
firm of English solicitors operating in that City and where
he stayed for several years before moving South to Lagoa
in the Algarve.
In the late 1980s John was diagnosed with cancer of the
colon and as luck would have it he was then currently
helping an English surgeon to buy a house in the Algarve
who agreed to perform the necessary operation in the UK.
John successfully overcame this setback and continued to
flourish in his adopted southern European environment.
In 1995 he sold his business in Portugal and retired first
to Scotland and a few years later to Fairford in Gloucestershire.
In December last year he suffered a fractured hip as the
result of a fall and, after three weeks’ recuperation,
returned home to his flat only to go back into hospital with
a serious infection. On recovering from this trauma, John
decided that his needs were best served by taking up
residence in a local care home and he seemed settled.
However, he developed a further infection and died 24
hours after re-admission on July 14th this year.
John Woodward Master 1974-75 
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