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Quills and recorders in the Mansion House
At

our annual Quill Pen Lunch in December, the Master
presented the Lord Mayor, Alderman Roger Gifford,
with the quill pen which he flourished at the Silent
Ceremony in Guildhall when he signed himself into
office. The Master also presented a Scriveners’ fountain
pen to the Lady Mayoress, Dr Clare Gifford, and a
donation from our Sexcentenary Charity Fund to the
Lord Mayor’s Appeal.
The Lord Mayor gave a spirited speech in reply,
extracts of which are reproduced below:
“I want to say how tickled I am to be with the
Scriveners – because it demonstrates Gifford’s Law of
serendipity. This is a pleasing word which was voted the
most hard to translate into a foreign language in a
survey of translators a few years ago; but it roughly

means a “pleasing coincidence” or “happy accident”.
“Master, this lunch is serendipitous. You are the only
livery company to hold your annual event at Mansion
House here in the Salon. And to my left is a portrait of a
man in his study – it shows a Dutch merchant of the
seventeenth century, with a charming dog – symbolising
fidelity – asleep at his feet. His bearing embodies good,
solid, sober mercantile values, with the only hint of
worldliness a flash of red britches showing from
underneath his frock coat.
“On his desk sits something I love and have played
since I was a child – a recorder. So that is my connection
with the picture. And beside it sits something of
particular interest to us today – a quill and inkpot.
Serendipity indeed.
Continued on p4...
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Scriveners’ Common Paper 1357-1628 ed. Francis Steer
£15
Company ties (‘City’ style+original blue/gold stripes) £24

From the pen of the Master

Company socks (knee length, blue/gold stripes) £10
Scriveners’ brooch (silver gilt, bearing Company Coat of
Arms) £78

I am now two-thirds of the way through my year of office
and there is still plenty to do! Our Autumn Dinner, when
we had the honour of the company of the Duke and
Duchess of Norfolk, was a major highlight, particularly as
the Duke, as Earl Marshal, is my boss at the College of
Arms. The Quill Pen lunch at Mansion House in
December was also very memorable, and one of our
most delightful occasions. Extracts from the Lord Mayor’s
speech are printed in this newsletter.
The new year got off to a splendid start with the
reception at St Lawrence Jewry, where we presented quill
pens, and Scriveners’ fountain pens, to both the
Sheriffs—and, on this occasion, to the church of St
Lawrence Jewry as well, for use at weddings and other
functions. At the same event we also presented our
annual handwriting prizes, named in honour of our late
Liveryman Karen Nehammer.
I was privileged to attend, with the Renter Warden
and Court Assistant David Philip, the re-dedication
ceremony for HMS Portland in Plymouth this month.
Following its re-fit, the ship itself had a problem with one
of its stabilisers, I gather, and we were not able to go on
board on this occasion. I had visions of a splendid vessel
sailing gaily round in circles. Commander Sarah West is
to be our guest, with her Logistics Officer, Lt Cdr Suzi
Nielsen, at our Spring Dinner next month.
In June we
have the muchheralded(!) visit
to Oxburgh. A
good number of
you are coming,
I’m delighted to
say, and I greatly
look forward to
showing
you
around.

Scriveners’ stick pin (ditto) £36
Scriveners’ cufflinks (bar fastening style in silver gilt) £63
Scriveners’ umbrella (blue/gold with Company Arms) £27
Postcards (Grant of Company Arms) per pack of ten £5

———————————————————–——

Our elderly chorister...
Findlay Reece, our chorister
at St Paul’s Cathedral
School, has written a
charming letter to thank the
Company for its support
which “allowed me to
achieve highly by becoming
deputy head chorister”. (He
is pictured wearing his deputy head chorister medal.)
Next year he hopes to go
on to King’s Canterbury or
Forrest School for Boys with
a music scholarship. We
wish him well.

… and the portrait in the attic
Or is it the other way
around? Following an
outside enquiry, the
Clerk was very surprised to discover
this portrait hidden in
our storeroom in the
bowels of the ship. It
is of no less a personage than four
times Master Scrivener John Allen, (1698
-1790) who was a
great friend of Samuel Johnson. The portrait was painted in 1781 by Thomas Frye, “at the expense
of the Company, to be hung in their hall”, according to
the Dictionary of National Biography (although the
Scriveners have not had a hall since 1703). The DNB also
quotes Dr Johnson as saying to Boswell: “It is wonderful,
sir, what is to be found in London. The most literary conversation that I ever enjoyed was at the table of Jack Ellis,
a money-scrivener behind the Royal Exchange, with
whom I used to dine generally once a week.” The Court
has approved restoration of the painting, but where to
hang it? The Court must decide… 

Henry Bedingfeld
Master, 2012-13

———————————————————–——

Company items for sale
New Freemen are sent a list of the various items they can
purchase from the Clerk’s office, but it seems sensible to
give a reminder to all of what there is on offer, indeed
Past Master David Scott was disappointed to see that the
Scriveners’ socks with which he supplied the Company
were not listed in the Company’s accounts. Far be it from
any Clerk to upset a Past Master. Here is the full list:
The History of the Scriveners Company by Brian
Brooks and Cecil Humphery-Smith £35
Writings to the Court: A Scrivener’s Miscellany ed.
Cecil Humphery-Smith £5
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List of Masters updated

and which were, he had vouchsafed beforehand, quite
the smartest shoes he had ever worn. They were indeed
rather splendid. Beautiful handcrafted brown leather
boots, with just the right degree of shine. The only
problem, as I saw it, was that they didn’t quite tally with
his immaculate morning suit. Black tail coat and pinstripe trousers are not perhaps best finished off, at the
lower level, by brown boots, however well-made.
My personal sartorial faux pas was one of many that
I blundered into with the innocence of youth. I had a
penchant (please note the use of yet another French
word, which is trying to convince you that I am now
much wiser and more sophisticated); I repeat, I had a
penchant for high Edwardian collars, and once bought
two suits on the King’s Road in this style, one in black,
which was almost forgivable, given the fashion trends of
the day, and one in camel brown. To compound this
offence, I then pooh-poohed the use of a tie, and opted
for a paisley cravat. At least I only wore my brown Chelsea boots with the camel-coloured suit. And I wore neither, much later, at my own wedding. I had seen the
error of my ways. 

We are now proudly displaying our up to date ‘honours’
boards on the Wellington, thanks to the good offices of
our esteemed Past Master Donald Jackson.
His St John’s Bible project finally being complete after
13 years, and having a day to spare in between speaking
engagements around the world, he spent a few hours
holed up in the bowels of the Wellington adding the
names of Masters over the last few years, as well as the

In the next issue: now the ice is broken, will anyone else
make a confession? Or shall we move on?

Donald Jackson at work on the illuminated list of Masters
that hangs near the Quarterdeck on HQS Wellington

name of the Clerk. The Clerk and Past Master James
Harman share the distinction of having been both Master
and Clerk, and also of having fathers who were Masters
of the Company. Past Masters Bill Kennair and Ruth
Campbell also share the distinction of having their names
inscribed twice as Master, sharing a further year between
them, and very fine they look in Donald’s immaculate
hand. 
______________________________________________________

Further formal niceties

Scriveners’ Question Time!

Sadly, and somewhat predictably, no one has come forward to volunteer information on sartorial disasters they
have known, as requested at the foot of this column in
the last issue. On the one hand, no one presumably wishes to confess to their own disasters, and on the other
hand there seems perhaps little to be gained by wilfully
reporting other people’s. We are far too gentlemanly—
and ladylike—for that.
So your humble editor must leap into the breach and
give you an instance of each. Admittedly these examples
were some time ago—in the personal instance harking
back to the days when I was so young I could be forgiven
for a fair selection of the available indiscretions, and, in
the ‘other people’s’ instance, at least eight years ago.
To take the latter first: I attended a wedding of a colleague, which was a delightful affair, as weddings usually
are, and was intrigued to notice that the bridegroom was
sporting his new shoes specially bought for the occasion,

Forty-five members and guests helped to raise money for
the Sexcentenary Charity Fund by taking part in a Quiz
Night at St Peter’s Eaton Square on 26 February. Bill and
Karen Kennair provided home-cooked food; a team led
by PM Ruth Campbell won the day, with the wooden
spoon (yes, an actual one, tied with Scriveners’ colours)
was awarded to… well, let’s not embarrass them further. It
was a thoroughly good-hearted event, and we are grateful to Liverymen Peter Cobb and Ron Mills for being quizmaster and tricky wine challenger, respectively. The
evening raised a record £1,770.
The Charity Sub-Committee is always keen to hear
from any members who are willing to help out at fundraising events such as this. Do drop a line to the Clerk if
you would like to be involved. And any suggestions for
future possibilities will also be gratefully received. Let us
know what sort of events appeal to you! 
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philanthropist; he made it all and he gave
so much away – and left a lasting legacy for
future generations to enjoy. Many in the
City give so much – as yourselves do, not
least through your generous educational
bursaries. The focus this year is on this – on
the City in Society – how much we
contribute to, and our part in, the wider
community. But also on endowed capital –
on leaving a legacy for years to come.
“The Appeal this year draws on this great
City tradition – and part of the proceeds will
endow a programme of conservation for
the Samuel Collection to help guarantee the
future of the Collection so that it can be
cared for and enjoyed for centuries to
come.
“We have focused particularly on the
Arts Sector, through the Appeal’s primary
The Lord Mayor extolling the virtues of his legacy initiative beneficiary – a new charity my wife Clare
and I have set up, the City Music
Photographs by Gerald Sharp Photography
Foundation. This will fund opportunities
and education for talented young musicians
from all walks of life – building aspiration, and
Cont. from p1:
“This fine picture is from the Harold
encouraging the next generation to strive for excellence.
Samuel Collection, housed here at Mansion House since
“This initiative very much continues the civic City’s
it was left to the City by the great philanthropist, Harold
Samuel – the founder of Land Securities – on the
Immediate Past Master Bill Kennair and Karen
condition that it was displayed here. And my wife Clare
has created and produced a new book on the Collection
Kennair flanking their guest Diana Steadman,
so it can be better known – which we launched here last
with (far right) Companion Ann Esslemont and
Friday.
her daughter-in-law Judith Hurrell (far left).
“Harold Samuel is a great example of a City
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More Quill Pen Lunching at the Mansion House
focus on apprenticeships and vocational training –
giving young people the tools to build a
professional career, and support themselves
financially. While also ensuring we preserve, and
pass on, the very best of the City for the future.
“That is exactly what the Scriveners are all about.
Tracing your history back to the fourteenth century
– but with a very modern role in regulating the
notarial profession within the City.
“More than that, it is about a service of utility,
but also a quality of beauty to it – and none more
beautiful than the extraordinary project led by Past
Master Donald Jackson for nearly thirteen years to
create the St John’s Bible, with one of two copies at
St Martin in the Fields. Alas, there are no fields near
St Martin’s any more. And it is tempting to think
that ours is an age in which the transitory – the
computer screen, the email, the text – is prized
above all.
“But the livery companies – and the Scriveners in
particular - embody the best of the City and the
best of the City’s values; of aspiring to do your best,
to help others to do your best – and to
acknowledge
and
honour
excellence
and
craftsmanship.” 

Sheriff Jeffrey Evans in deep conversation with the
Renter Warden; the new Swordbearer, James North,
is seen, minus fur hat, between them. Below, the
Lady Mayoress tries out her new Scriveners’ fountain pen by autographing the Master’s copy of her
retelling of the tale of Dick Whittington.
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New members
The Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants are
delighted to welcome the following new
members of the Company:

FREEMEN
John Sebastian Willis Bonham
(Antiquarian Bookseller)
Martin Anthony Charlton
(Scrivener Notary, De Pinna)
Graeme George Harrower
(Partner, Sidley Austin LLP)
Clifford Mark Sturt
(Patent Attorney)
Antti Sakari de Ruano-Keskisaari
(Barrister-at-Law)

LIVERYMAN

Dates for the diary
Wed 17 April:

Spring Dinner, Vintners’ Hall.

Tue 30 April:

Court Meeting, Guildhall, followed by Court
Supper.

Tue 14 May:

Festival of the Sons of the Clergy Service,
followed by a Scriveners’ Supper.

Fri 31 May:

Curry Lunch, HQS Wellington (new date).

Fri 21 June:

Visit to Oxburgh Hall.

Mon 24 June:

Election of Sheriffs, followed by lunch at Tallow
Chandlers’ Hall.

Tue 23 July:

Court Meeting and installation of new officers,
followed by a Summer Reception.

Fri 20 Sept:

Livery Curry Lunch, HQS Wellington.

Thur 24 Oct:

Autumn Dinner, Armoury House.

Richard David Francis Bagley
(Solicitor)
——————————————————

Notarial notes
The latest Company examinations took place in
January and the notarial committee were pleased
to congratulate Peter Adams on passing the
main language examinations with Spanish as the
chosen language and Carsten Schweer on passing the subsidiary language examination with
French being the chosen language. The examinations were held at Apothecaries’ Hall and provided an opportunity for the new Assistant Clerk to
"learn the ropes" before invigilating the next set
of exams to be held in July.
The Company's Education Officer, Iain Rogers,
is planning a small series of seminars of notarial
related topics for the summer and details will be
circulated, and posted on the website, when the
programme has been finalised.
Edward Gardiner
Notarial Deputy

——————————————————

New Assistant Clerk
Following the retirement of
Doreen Goggi, we now have a
new Assistant Clerk, who
started her duties in February.
She is Dian Taylor. She held
several posts with the General
Optical Council, from 1989 to
2010, culminating in the position of Registrar and CEO. She
also has two part-time appointments as Clerk to the
Governing Body of Archbishop Tenison’s High School
in Croydon and Clerk to St
Dunstan’s Cheam C of E Primary School. Dian has a BSc
(Hons) in Animal Physiology and is a Freeman of the Worshipful
Company of Spectacle Makers as well as being a Freeman of the
City. She is certain to be another great adornment to the Scriveners Company and you will no doubt get to know her voice on the
telephone and meet her at Company functions over the coming
months. We bid her a very warm welcome.

Doreen’s last official day with the Company was marked by a small drinks
party in the Wardroom on the Wellington, attended by all those who work
on the ship, the Master, and a few other Scriveners who have known her
well over the last eight years. She was presented
with a bottle of champagne, some flowers and,
courtesy of the Immediate Past Master, a specially
made farewell cake (complete with quill pen). Her
main retirement gifts, to which many of you have so
generously contributed, will be presented at the
Summer Reception in July, when those attending
will have the opportunity to wish her well. She will
also be awarded an Honorary Freedom in recognition of her services to the Company.
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Obituary

Nigel Leonard Blood

Peter Duncan Esslemont

22 Sept 1937—23 Oct 2012

16 March 1935—4 May 2012

We were also very sorry to learn of the death of Nigel
Blood, after a long illness borne with great fortitude,
dignity and humour. Nigel became a Liveryman of the
Scriveners Company in 1988, and was for a long time a
very genial presence at Company functions. His funeral
was held in the Chapel Royal at Hampton Court on 13
November.

Handwriting Competition

Peter’s was a very familiar face in the City. He was Clerk
of the Worshipful Company of Actuaries for ten years
and became Master in 2000. As Upper Warden of the
Scriveners he was due to take the highest office in 2011,
but sadly his health prevented him from joining the
distinguished ranks of those who have been Master of
more than one company. It was typical of Peter,
however, that he had his entire Master’s year mapped
out, even down to having principal guests in place for
both livery dinners, as well as the venue, and indeed the
entertainment, for his installation supper.
Peter was a quiet, unassuming presence at many
meetings, but those who served with him on committees
knew him to be a man of firm opinions, who didn’t take
too kindly to waffle and straying from the point in hand.
“Is that relevant?” he was prone to enquiring, mildly, and
a verbose colleague was swiftly silenced. Softly spoken
he may have been, but you were in no doubt about what
he felt on any issue.
At the same time he was immensely hospitable,
generous, and very encouraging of those whom he felt
deserved advancement. A typical example is his
championing of his friend Ken Ayers (now Chief
Commoner) to be Sheriff of the City in 1995-6. Peter was
very persuasive and it is a mark of the esteem in which
he personally was held that the campaign was successful.
He was educated at Merchant Taylors’ School and
Pembroke College, Cambridge, where he read
mathematics and economics. He qualified as an actuary
in 1961; he then joined Equity and Law, and
subsequently became a partner at Hymans Robertson.
He became a liveryman of the Scriveners Company in
1986 and served diligently on our Court and various
committees. We are enormously grateful to him for
leaving the Company a generous legacy, which will help
to fund our annual prize for Calligraphy and Illumination.
The prize will be renamed in his honour.
We are also privileged that his widow, Ann, has
consented to be a Companion of the Company, and we
hope to see her on many occasions when her duties with
the Glovers Company allow.

Prizewinners of the Karen Nehammer Handwriting Competition
were: Scarlett Robinson (Year 7), Kate Pesenti (Year 8) and Asiya
Khatun (Year 9), of City of London Freemen’s School, City of
London School for Girls and Sir John Cass Red Coat School,
respectively. They are pictured with the Master and the Sheriffs
at the presentation in St Lawrence Jewry in January. Below is
one of the pieces they were asked to transcribe, an extract from
“I Remember, I Remember (Coventry)” by Philip Larkin (with a
section of all three entries in the order as named above). Photo
by Alison Robinson.
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Autumn Dinner and February Fundraiser

Quizmaster Peter Cobb at
the fundraising Quiz Night
at St Peter’s Eaton Square
(see p 3).
The Master and Master’s Lady line up at Apothecaries’
Hall with the Company’s official guests. On the left of
the picture are the Renter Warden; the Master Arbitrator, Hew Dundas; the Master Mariner, Capt John Freestone; and the Master Apothecary, Prof. Rodney Taylor.
On the right are the Duchess of Norfolk, the Duke of
Norfolk, the Upper Warden and the Notarial Deputy.

The Charity Fund: where does it all go?
You will all be well aware that charity is one of the main
areas of activity of the Company. Last year the Livery
companies together gave more than £41 million to
charity. The Scriveners Company is not one of the rich
companies, but we do what we can, and our giving divides into various distinct categories:
Education: This is our greatest area of commitment.
We provide bursaries to three of the City schools – the
City of London School (Boys), the City of London School
for Girls and the St. Paul’s Cathedral Choir School.
These bursaries go towards the fees for three pupils as
recommended to us by the school concerned, and permit these children to go to the school when their parents could otherwise not afford to keep them there. In
addition we provide funding to the Sir John Cass School
in Stepney, and to the City of London Freemen’s School
in Ashtead, Surrey, which is spent on prizes and such
other things as the school thinks fit. HM Forces: The
Company maintains an affiliation with each branch of
the forces – HMS Portland for the Royal Navy, LXX
Squadron for the Royal Air Force, and now ‘A’ Company, London Regiment (formerly London Scottish) for the
Army. We contribute to their welfare funds, which is
much appreciated. Calligraphy: We make several small
gifts to bodies such as the Society of Scribes and Illuminators, the Society for Italic Handwriting, the Edward
Johnston Foundation (the founder of ‘modern’ calligra-

phy) the College of Arms and the Heraldry Society. We
also run a schools handwriting competition, the Karen
Nehammer prize, and give a prize for calligraphy and
illumination, now to be termed the Peter Esslemont
prize, to the most promising calligraphy graduate. City
Charities: Our place in the City means that we are expected to give a substantial sum each year to the Lord
Mayor’s Appeal, and also to the Sheriffs’ and Recorder’s
fund. In addition we contribute to the United Guilds’
Service, the Royal British Legion, the Corporation of the
Sons of the Clergy and our guild church, St Martinwithin-Ludgate. Master’s Charities: Each Master has a
sum which he or she gives to a charity of their choice,
and also an ad hoc fund to make smaller gifts as per the
frequent requests received in the office throughout the
year.
The sum of this giving is a significant annual commitment by the Company. The Charity Sub-Committee
oversees this giving, and in recent years has become
concerned that the level of giving is not what it could or
should be. Can I ask each and every member of the
Company to examine the contribution they make to our
charitable fund, and, if at all possible in these stringent
times, increase their level of donation? It is only in this
way that we can continue to fulfil our obligations.
Bill Kennair
Chairman, Charity Sub-Committee
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