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Oxburgh Hall and the Bedingfeld Arms
bedding plants for sale at one end.
Following a convivial and leisurely lunch we
made our way to the Hall. After a brief
introduction to the history of Oxburgh from
Edward IV’s licence to crenellate the manor house
to its passing to the National Trust in 1952 after
one of Henry’s
predecessors had
sold the house to
a property developer, we were split
into two groups
for the tour of
house
and
gardens.
Going round a
house like this
with a member of
the family means
one hears the
untold
stories
which
do
not
appear in the NT
guide book. Henry
regaled us with a number of these: indeed his
storytelling meant we entirely eroded the hour’s
head-start we had had over the group being led
by Lady Bedingfeld. Three stories stood out for me.
First Henry pointed out the number of times
that the badge of the falcon and fetterlock
appeared in the house. The family had regarded
Edward IV, whose badge this was, as a patron and
displayed the badge to commemorate their rise to
prominence under him. It had however caused
Henry some problems when he arrived at the
College of Arms with a signet ring displaying it: he
realised that he had better have a new one made
immediately as people have died for less
ostentatious display of Royal heraldry (albeit not
since the reign of Henry VIII!).
Continued on p4

In June a party of Scriveners made their way from
London and elsewhere to Norfolk, to visit the
home of the Company’s Master, Sir Henry
Bedingfeld. Henry has been heard to remark that
the Bedingfelds only moved once in 600 years,
and then moved only 40 miles from the Suffolk
village that bears
their name to their
present home in
Norfolk.
So many of the
Company
had
wished to attend
what might have
been
seen
as
Henry’s swansong
that we were split
into two groups,
most lunching with
hi m
at
th e
Bedingfeld
Arms,
the
rest
being
hosted by Lady
Bedingfeld at the
nearby Berney Arms. Norfolk pubs are probably
not used to having fifty or so members of a
London livery company descend like a swarm of
bees on a quiet Friday morning. Nonetheless they
coped well with our demands for coffee and other
pre-lunch refreshment.
The Hall is named Oxburgh but the village in
which it stands is Oxborough. Most us had elected
to travel by road and, not trusting the time
estimate provided by our sat-navs, had allowed
extra time to find our way to the lunch venues.
This meant most arrived in time to visit the now
partly redundant Church of St John. The chancel
remains in regular use, and the Bedingfeld Chapel
contains spectacular medieval terracotta tombs
and lots of heraldry. The nave is roofless and had
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sub-unit, The Light Cavalry. So, as I begin my year
as Master, Jane and I look forward to meeting many
of you at such ‘personal’ events, as well as the more
fixed dates in the company’s year and with your
support and friendship, I trust that I will be able to
view my year once completed with a great deal of
satisfaction and hopefully as a job well done.

From the pen of the Master
As I mentioned on HQS Wellington after my
election and installation as Master, my journey to
the Mastership has been 27 years in the making. I
took the Freeman’s Oath in 1986, again on board
Wellington. I was proposed for membership of the
company by the then Master, the late John BrookeLittle, and my seconder was the late Sir Colin Cole.
Thus began my career as Scrivener. In the last 27
years, I have made many friends both within our
Company and within the livery movement at large
and I am glad to note that we are a very convivial
set of individuals who welcome new members
wholeheartedly and with gusto. Long may it
remain so.
Here I must pay tribute to our Immediate Past
Master, Sir Henry Bedingfeld, for his sterling work
as Master during the past year, ably supported by
his wife Mary, the culmination of his year being a
visit to the Bedingfeld family seat of Oxburgh Hall,
which was thoroughly
enjoyed by a goodly
number of Scriveners
and their guests; a
venue that both my
wife Jane and I have
always
promised
ourselves to visit.
The first event of
my year as Master
took place on 25
September at The
The Master with the Scriveners’
Museum in
trumpet banner (and a trooper, Guards
The King’s Troop, Royal Horse Birdcage Walk.
One
Artillery).
of the many hats that I
wear is that I am part of the Regimental Archival
Team at the Regimental HQ of The Welsh Guards.
The archival team is made up of two Scriveners,
yours truly as the Assistant Regimental Archivist
and Freeman Mark Whitehouse, who is the
Regimental Archivist. We are presently in the
throes of reorganising the archives and also have
plans for the forthcoming anniversaries of the
Great War during which the regiment was formed
(on 1 March 1915). In late October, the company is
dining at Armoury House, the HQ of the
Honourable Artillery Company - my connection
being that I am both a member of the HAC and
Trooper within the Company’s second ceremonial

John J Tunesi of Liongam
Master, 2013-14

At Vintners’ in the Spring

The principal guest at our Spring Dinner in April was Field
Marshal The Lord Guthrie of Craigiebank GCB, LVO, OBE,
DL, former Chief of the Defence Staff, accompanied by
the Lady Guthrie, seen here with Sir Henry Bedingfeld.
Other Company guests included Cdr Sarah West RN,
Commanding Officer of HMS Portland, the Company's
affiliate ship; Mr Kevin Dewey, Master Stationer; Mr Martin Roberts, Master Solicitor; and Mr Adrian Widdowson,
Master, The Guild of Scriveners of the City of York. 

Dr Johnson and the Scrivener
Following our very enjoyable
visit to Dr Johnson’s House in
July, the museum has agreed
to show our engraved print of
four-times Master Scrivener
and dining companion of Dr
Johnson, John Ellis, in its collection. We offered the print
on an indefinite loan. Unfortunately the museum has no
room to house the original oil
portrait (featured in the last
newsletter) as well. It was a
common practice to make an engraved copy of an oil
portrait in the 18th century and although the print has
long sat beside a filing cabinet in the Clerk’s office, the
painting was only recently rediscovered in the Company’s
storeroom on the Wellington. Four times Master Scrivener
and a friend of Johnson’s? Clearly a man of substance. 
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On the Wellington in the Summer

Donald Jackson at work on the illuminated list of Masters
that hangs near the Quarterdeck on HQS Wellington

July traditionally brings a change of
Master and Wardens at the Election
Court, followed by a Summer Reception. This year we also had a change
of caterer, of course, with Mark Grove
now the in-house supremo, and we
were unable to resist his summer barbecue buffet on the upper deck of
the Wellington.
The year has also seen a change of
Assistant Clerk, with the retirement of
Doreen Goggi, and she was installed
as an Honorary Freeman at the Election Court in acknowledgement of
her eight years’ dedicated service.
The new Master then presented her
with her retirement gifts from the
Company at the Reception—at which
precise moment what seemed like a
fleet of police helicopters decided to
give an unofficial flypast, thereby rendering the Master’s kind words less
than audible.
Graciously, he paused, he smiled,
and continued unabashed. Doreen
received a large, framed antique print
of a London map and a specially
commissioned gold pendant in the
form of the Scriveners’ heraldic device of an eagle clutching a large
book. Doreen will no doubt read into
the book whatever she chooses, but
the good wishes and gratitude of the
assembled Scriveners were plain to
see. Her message of thanks appears
on page 5. 

Formal not-so-niceties?

The new Master, John J Tunesi of Liongam, with the new
Wardens and the Notarial Deputy (top); three new Liverymen, Emma Wilkinson, Michelle Scott-Bryan and Graeme
Harrower (centre); and the Master presenting our new
Honorary Freeman, Doreen Goggi, with her leaving gifts.
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Let us leave alone sartorial infelicities for
a moment or two and consider the do’s
and don’ts of well-dressed behaviour.
There is something about a dinner jacket
or evening dress which elevates the spirits
and usually puts us in a well-behaved—as
well as well-dressed—frame of mind.
Sadly, this mood doesn’t always last the
entire evening. At some dinners your editor has attended, there has been a tendency to revert to the laddish days of
student yore, when it is seen fit to heckle
the speaker, begin eating before the top
table or, even, shock horror, tuck the napkin into the collar. Thank goodness we
Scriveners have a little more decorum. 

The party assembled in the main courtyard prior to the tour, with Lady Bedingfeld in the centre
Continued from p1

weight. It was apparently truly memorable for all
concerned and was nevertheless regarded as a
success!
This was a superb day for armorists and lovers
of Tudor and Victorian art. It was made much more
memorable by the generous hospitality of Sir Henry
and Lady Bedingfeld, to whom the Company is
profoundly grateful.

Henry also drew our attention to “the red chicken”
over the fireplace (in reality the Bedingfeld shield
depicting an Eagle displayed Gules). He asked his
father why there was this red chicken everywhere
and Sir Edmund had explained that it was the
family’s arms. Henry’s interest in heraldry was
kindled.
Finally he regaled us with a tale of a Victorian
dinner party when the table literally groaned with
china, glass and silver and collapsed under the

Howard Connell
Liveryman
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The views of, and around, the Hall are superb, even if
the moat looks less than inviting to any would-be
swimmers. Below left are a sitting room (which has a
‘secret’ door within the bookcase) and the window in
the chapel, depicting ‘the red chicken’. More photos on
the back page.

A thank-you from Doreen
“Dear all, I was overwhelmed and very touched by your
wonderful gifts to me at the Summer Reception. The gold
pendant of the Scriveners’ eagle is quite lovely and the old
map of London will have pride of place in our new home
when we finally manage to complete the decorating! A
very big thank you to you all. I am delighted to be an
Honorary Freeman of the Company and I look forward to
attending as many Scriveners’ events as possible in the
future.
With many many thanks and all good wishes, Doreen.”

An update from LXX Squadron
In June, the then Master, Sir Henry Bedingfeld, was the guest of the
LXX Squadron Association at their annual dinner at RAF Brize Norton. It was hosted by Wg Cmdr Jon Hough. This is an extract from
his subsequent email message to Sir Henry explaining a little background to the Squadron’s affiliation with us:
Traditionally, Squadron Associations are populated by those who
have retired from the Service and want to keep in touch with the
military and those with whom they have served. When LXX
Squadron was still active (up until September 2010), it would
raise funds by collecting subs from the Squadron members
(approx £10 per month, depending on rank and therefore income). These funds were used to subsidise dinners, ‘beer calls’,
adventurous training and whatever the Squadron felt was a worthy cause. I was concerned when the Squadron stood down that
there would no longer be a steady income, and therefore we
would not be able to fund the Association. With the cost of dining increasing exponentially, I feared that the Association would
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dwindle and cease to exist. Once stopped, it
would be almost impossible to restart. I therefore elected to keep the Squadron fund open,
hoping to raise funds at the Association days. I
naturally assumed that the very generous annual gift from the Scriveners would cease when
the Squadron stood down. It goes without
saying that I was delighted the following year
when your generosity continued.
I was equally delighted when almost all the
serving Members of the Squadron joined the
Association (thanks to Facebook and Yahoo
Groups). We finally had a way of supporting
the Association until the Squadron stood up.
I mentioned that I am puzzled how a squadron could have a character of its own, which
endures through a myriad of Commanding
Officers and members throughout the years. It
is obviously handed down from generation to
generation, which is why I felt honour-bound to
keep the link between standing the Squadron
down and when it stands back up again in the
summer of 2014.
Clearly, the Association was to be key, but
would a yearly dinner suffice? Once more, with
the Scriveners’ donation, we were able to put a
small amount of money behind the bar at our
‘spiritual home’, the Five Bells public house in
Royal Wootton Bassett. I accept that the small
incentive of ‘free beer’ possibly assists in getting everyone together, especially the younger
generation who have not yet learnt the worth
of keeping these links going. Nonetheless, we
have about three ‘beer calls’ each year and we
attract about fifty people each time—a number
which some active flying squadrons would be
envious of. So, with a lot of determination from
some key individuals, and enabled by the
Scriveners’ annual gift, we hope to maintain the
Squadron ethos and esprit de corps over these
fallow years.
Recently, we commemorated the 20th anniversary of XV193 – the LXX Squadron aircraft
that crashed in Glen Loch, Scotland, killing all
nine on board. Assisted by Scriveners’ funds,
the Squadron donated £1000 towards the
funding of the commemoration.
Formed at South Farnborough on 22 April
1916, LXX Squadron was the first RFC Squadron
to fly the Sopwith 1½-Strutter. The unit transferred to Fienvillers in France, one Flight at a
time, such was the gravity of the situation between May and August 1916, to take up fighter
patrols. As the Germans perfected their tactics,
losses on the Squadron rose, and a year later
the Squadron converted to the more capable
Camels.

Wg Cmdr Jon Hough
Air Staff — Operations Strategy, MOD

New Liverymen
The Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants are
delighted to welcome the following new Liverymen:

Martin Anthony Charlton
(Scrivener Notary, De Pinna)

Graeme George Harrower

Bill for his leadership and guidance and will value his
continued membership of the committee. Edward
Gardiner, the Company’s notarial deputy, has been
appointed as chairman of the committee for the
coming year.
Edward Gardiner
Notarial Deputy

(Partner, Sidley Austin LLP)

Coronation pen

Michelle Scott-Bryan
(Scrivener Notary, Cheeswrights)

Clifford Mark Sturt
(Patent Attorney)

Emma Wilkinson
(Scrivener Notary, Cheeswrights)

Notarial notes
The Company’s latest set of examinations took
place at the end of July. There were 8 candidates sitting various combinations of the 10
distinct examinations set, marked and moderated by the 11 examiners appointed by the Company. The notarial committee were pleased to
approve the following examination passes at
their September meeting: Alberto Costa in
Advanced Notarial Law and Practice, Sara
Dodd in Advanced Notarial Law and Practice,
Spanish law and Spanish language, Charles
Henshaw in German law and German language, Sarah Mackie in German law and two
German language papers, Siôn Taylor in Spanish language, Peter Adams in Spanish language and Portuguese language and Sebastian Labovitch in Advanced Notarial Law and
Practice and German language. Congratulations are especially due to Peter and Siôn who
have now passed all the required Company
examinations to allow them to be admitted to
the Freedom of the Company and be entitled
to practise as scrivener notaries, and to Alberto
and Sara who may now apply to be admitted as
general notaries.
The notarial committee has also been examining and commenting on proposals by the
Faculty Office to re-make the Notaries
(Qualification) Rules as well as following developments in the European Parliament on
amendments to Directive 2005/36/EC relating
to the recognition of notarial and other professional qualifications. Past Master Bill Kennair
has stepped down as chairman of the notarial
committee after several years of sterling service. The committee expressed its gratitude to

The Immediate Past Master was delighted to find this pen
on display at Buckingham Palace in the Coronation Exhibition. It is part of the Royal Collection and the following description appears in the exhibition catalogue:
“The Queen signed the Oath using a specially made pen,
which had been offered by The Worshipful Company of
Scriveners on 23rd December 1952. The pen was in the form
of a conventionalised feather, with the vane made of ivory
and the shaft and decoration of gold. The rib of the quill is
a representation of the Sword of State, which is carried before the Sovereign as she proceeds to the altar to sign the
transcript of the Oath. Superimposed on the sword was a
jewelled crown supported by cherubs, which represented
The Duke of Cornwall and Princess Anne. On the hexagonal
shaft was the (then) motto of the Scriveners Company –
Litera Scripta Manet (the written word remains).” 

Dates for the diary
Thurs 24 Oct: Autumn Dinner at Armoury House.
Sat 9 Nov:

Lord Mayor’s Show with lunch on HQSW.

Tues 12 Nov:

Winetasting at the College of Arms.

Wed 20 Nov:

Festival of St Cecilia, Westminster Abbey.

Fri 29 Nov:

Curry Lunch, HQS Wellington.

Tues 10 Dec:

Annual Quill Pen Lunch at Mansion House.

Thurs 12 Dec: Carol Service and Christmas Reception.

2014
Thurs 6 Feb:

Sheriffs’ Reception at the Old Bailey.

Wed 19 Feb:

Carvery Lunch at Butchers’ Hall.

Tues 15 April: Spring Dinner at Painters’ Hall.

6

Obituary

Vic Alden

Lt Col Robert Payne OBE, KStJ, FCIS

d. 4 July 2013

21 Sept 1919—26.July 2013

We were also very sorry to learn of the death of
our former Beadle, Vic Alden, who died peacefully
at home on 4 July, after a short illness. His funeral
took place in Upminster on 11 July. Vic was a very
popular figure with Scriveners and in the wider
livery world—especially amongst other Beadles—
and served the Company very diligently for 15
years before he retired in 2011. The Company
made a donation to Pancreatic Cancer Research in
his memory.

Bob Payne’s involvement with St. John Ambulance
dates from 1936 – the year that he left school. He
served with the group and re-joined it after the
war, rising through the Friern Barnet Division
which included first aid duties at events in
London. He joined the London District in 1952
and in 1958 was appointed a serving Brother of St
John, Area Commissioner, Western Area in 1963
and Deputy Commissioner for London in 1969.
The family moved to Gerrards Cross in 1970. In
1978 he was appointed Commander, St John
Ambulance Buckinghamshire. He set about raising
funds and, by 1991, the unit had accumulated
enough to purchase land in Aylesbury and obtain
tenders for a new county HQ and Training Centre
to be built. The formal opening of the County
Headquarters and Robert Payne Training Centre
was conducted in 1992 by the Grand Prior, HRH
the Duke of Gloucester.
In 1995, Bob was awarded the OBE and in 2000,
retired from St John after sixty-four years of
service. It was through this organisation that he
met Colin Cole (later Sir Colin) who proposed him
as a member of the Scriveners Company in 1978.
For many years, he enjoyed attending the lunches
and functions of the Company with his late wife,
Audrey, his family and many friends. In 1991, he
was one of the sponsors of my application to
become a Freeman of this Company and
admission to the Livery.
Robert Arnold Tom Payne was born in 1919 in
Muswell Hill and shortly thereafter the family
moved to Finchley where he attended the
Finchley County School. In 1950, he married
Audrey Bradford by whom he had twin daughters,
Jean and Tricia.
He started work with a firm of accountants but
WW2 intervened and he joined initially the Duke
of Cornwall’s Light Infantry later moving to the
Bedfordshire and Herts Regiment to take a
commission. He had a variety of postings before
serving in Belgium, Holland and Germany.
He decided after the war to qualify as a
Chartered Secretary, working initially with the
British Iron and Steel Corporation before joining
International Aeradio. Despite his busy life, he
also found time to become a JP. His twenty-six

Bearskins at 6.30

The Master led a party of Scriveners on a visit to
the Guards Museum in Wellington Barracks on 25
September. He certainly has a way of wearing a
bearskin. It was a most informative tour, given by
the Assistant Curator, and we also learned from the
Curator about the plans for the new Memorial Garden, which will open officially in November next
year and which will contain soil from 73 battlefields
where the Guards regiments have fought. 
years spanned work on the Highgate Bench and
latterly at Uxbridge. As well as being treasurer of
a number of funds, he was also an active
member of The Old Fincunians, the Hospitallers’
Club, the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire
Regiment Association, The Guild of Freemen,
The Royal British Legion and the Chiltern Open
Air Museum.
Colin Jelley
Court Assistant
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Further images from the Bedingfeld weekend retreat

From top: the Bedingfeld flag flutters from
a turret; David Longbottom and John
Bonham enjoy the view of the stained
glass window; the bedroom in which
Queen Elizabeth I is said to have slept; a
letter from her on display in the Hall;
Court Assistant and Education Officer Iain
Rogers and his son Alex enjoy the view in
the gardens; others do likewise.
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