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A second quill pen for a lady Lord Mayor
Perhaps it has something to do with the fact that
the current Lord Mayor is only the second lady to
hold the office, but our normal December date at
the Mansion House was oversubscribed by a
considerable margin. Instead of lunching in the
stately, pillared splendour of the Salon, we had to

the fact that the Scriveners first admitted lady
members in 1665. Ancient we may be, with our
first ordinances granted in 1373, but we were
clearly ahead of the game in terms of gender
equality!
The formal part of the occasion was the

move upstairs to the long, grandiose and highceilinged Old Ballroom, with the Salon reserved for
the drinks reception only (see pictures on the back
page). The Lord Mayor was in sparkling form and
gave a fulsome tribute to the work of the
Scriveners Company. She was also very taken with

presentation to the Lord Mayor of the Quill Pen
with which she signed herself into office, along
with a donation to the four charities which are the
beneficiaries of the Lord Mayor’s Appeal: they are
Beating Bowel Cancer, Raleigh International, the
Continued on page 4
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as Master Scrivener. In the last week of February, I
attended two lectures in rapid succession: one at the
Barber Surgeons’ Hall and the other at Guildhall under the
auspices of the World Traders. In early March, I attended
another lecture sponsored by the City of London Guide
Lectures Association at the Dutch Church in Austin Friars.
All in all a good but busy three months as Master.

From the pen of the Master
Suddenly I find myself just having passed the seven
month mark in the role of Master of the Company with
only one full Court Meeting in April to go before I hand
over the Mastership halfway through July’s Court
Meeting. Doesn’t time fly when you’re having fun! Since
the issue of last newsletter it has been fairly hectic for a
Master who very rarely trails into London, except for the
occasional foray to the National Archives at Kew, the
Society of Genealogists, the Guildhall Library or the
London Metropolitan Archives in pursuit of answers for
my various clients.
Prior to Christmas, I had the honour to present the
quill pen to the Lord Mayor at the Annual Quill Pen
Lunch at the Mansion House. Here I must most profusely
thank John, our Beadle, for nudging my elbow to remind
me to present the Lord Mayor’s Consort with his
Scriveners’ fountain pen! Bearing in mind I was sitting
next to the City’s chief magistrate I could have been
spending the night in quad for forgetting that one! The
lunch at Mansion House was followed later that week by
the Company’s Carol Service at St Martin within Ludgate
at which I read the lesson at a slow pace as instructed by
the Upper Warden and Honorary Chaplain who knows
thing or two about reading lessons.
Since the beginning of this year I have represented
the Company at numerous events both during daylight
hours and those of the dark all of which have been jolly
affairs. My first event of this year took place on the last
day of January when I attended the Arbitrators’ lunch at
Cutlers’ Hall. The following week I had rather a busy
time on Tuesday 4 February, attending a lunch at the City
of London Girls School in the Barbican, followed that
evening with a Masters’ and Clerks’ dinner at Stationers’
Hall. The next day saw me in full rig and processing at
the Watermens’ Evensong Service at St Paul’s and on 6
February, I had the honour to present the Sheriffs with
the quill pens with which they signed the oath of office,
as well as presenting our handwriting prizes to a number
of young budding calligraphers.
Further into the month of February took me to a
number of lectures and also to the Royal British Legion
Reception at Glaziers’ Hall. On a rather damp Friday the
Clerk and I made our way to the Faculty Office to attend
the Annual Church, Law and State Reception and
Luncheon. Again, it was a very convivial occasion
involving all manner of individuals that one had met
elsewhere. Thereafter, I made for the RAF Club in
Piccadilly getting thoroughly soaked in the process. I
generally would have gone straight home but needed to
visit the RAF Club to confirm the arrangements for the
following week’s Heraldry Society Anniversary Lunch
which I was to attend both as the Society’s Honorary
Secretary and one of its Vice Presidents during my year

John J Tunesi of Liongam Master, 2013-14

LXX Squadron at the HAC

Wing Commander Simon Footer and Squadron Leader
Garry Brown represented LXX Squadron, to which we are
affiliated, at the Autumn Dinner at Armoury House last
October. They are seen here with officers of the HAC
Light Cavalry, who lined the stairs
as a Guard of Honour. A carpet
guard was also mounted by 329
(Finsbury) Squadron ATC, who
were inspected by our principal
guest Colonel Alastair Bruce of
Crionaich OBE DL (left). Simon
Footer presented the Master with
a plaque bearing the squadron
badge, which now hangs in the
Clerk’s office. 

Fundraising ventures
The latest fundraising event organised by the Charity
Committee was a Winetasting Evening at the College of
Arms, hosted by the Immediate Past Master, Sir Henry
Bedingfeld, Bt and the Master. Liveryman Ron Mills led
the assembled guests through eight different wines, and a
prize draw for a selection of the wines yielded a sum of
£666 for the Charity Fund. Clearly we were engaged upon
the devil’s work. The next event is about to take place as
this newsletter goes to press and is a Quiz Night with a
curry supper very kindly supplied by our resident Past
Master Chefs Bill and Karen Kennair. Last year a similar
event raised over £1800. The question remains: who will
win the coveted Wooden Spoon of Dimwittedness? 
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Livery Showcase Event

Quills at the Old Bailey

At about the time you will be receiving this
newsletter, the Scriveners, along with 24 other
livery companies, will be participating in the
Livery Showcase at Apothecaries’ Hall. Our
Education Officer, Iain Rogers, will be manning
the stall, with assistance from other Scrivener
Notaries and from calligrapher Michela Antonello, who inscribes our Livery Book with the
names of all our new members. The idea is to
talk to Year 9 students who may be interested
in hearing about the very particular profession
of Scrivener Notary; or they may be inspired
by the craft of calligraphy or illumination. 

___________________________________________

Quills at Christmas
The Sheriffs, Alderman Sir Paul Judge and Adrian Waddingham
CBE, received their quill pens—along with Scriveners’ fountain pens
and a donation to the Sheriffs’ and Recorder’s Fund—at the Old
Bailey on 6 February. This has also become the occasion on which
we present our prizes to the winners of the Karen Nehammer
Handwriting Competition for Schools. The winners this year are, left
to right, Sera Pensoy (Year 8), Salma Khan (Year 9), both of City of
London School for Girls, and Jemima Laidlaw (Year 7) of City of
London Freemen’s School. They each received a certificate and a
£100 Amazon voucher from the Master. The standard was so high
this year that six entrants were also Highly Commended. Among
the guests at the reception were Margaret and Darrell Openshaw,
the parents of our late Liveryman Karen Nehammer, in whose
honour the competition is named. 

This photograph appeared in the Evening Standard on 9
December showing choristers from St Paul’s Cathedral
School, who sang to more than 20,000 people in the run
-up to Christmas. Our chorister, Benedict King, is second
from the left.
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Once again we were indebted to Court Assistant Nicholas Humphery-Smith and Liveryman
Michael Humphery-Smith for providing the
merchandise which we sold on our stall at the
Christmas Market in Guildhall in aid of the
British Red Cross. We were also delighted to
offer live ‘scrivening’
on the stall courtesy
of Liveryman Win
Eyles, who produces
many of our handinscribed placecards
at our Livery Dinners. She kindly
offered
seasonal
messages and personalised
bookmarks to order. 

“Calligraphy is something that
I’ve taken up later in my life”,
says winner Anthea Power. “Its
origins are traceable to an early
convent education which came
with an insistence on an italic
hand, written with an ink pen—
a habit that has continued
throughout my life, along with
an interest in how the written
word looks on paper.
“The 1990s found me living
in Tokyo; I took classes in Shodo
for a year under a Japanese
calligraphy master. Working
with a brush in unfamiliar signs
taught me some of the disciplines—composure, composition, the equal value of negaThe Master with Mrs Ann Esslemont and the winner of the Peter
tive space—that much later I
Esslemont Prize for Calligraphy and Illumination, Anthea Power
would find relevant for Western
calligraphy. A chance invitation
The Quill Pen Lunch
to a calligraphy exhibition in 2007 left me stunned
continued from page 1
with what I had seen—familiar words (Shakespeare,
Donne etc) re-presented in calligraphic form so their
Princess Alice Hospice and Working Chance (which
meaning was grasped even before the text was read.
integrates women offenders in the world of work.
Three visits later I was hooked. I needed no encourA Scriveners’ fountain pen, bearing the Company’s
agement to join a weekly class at Darwin College.” 
heraldic device of an eagle with an inkhorn and
penner in its beak, was also presented to the Lord
Mayor’s Consort, Mr Nicholas Woolf.
The first Scriveners’ quill pen of the modern era
was presented thirty years ago in 1983 to Dame
Mary Donaldson, later Baroness Donaldson of
Lymington. It seems entirely appropriate that the
custom should have begun with the first lady Lord
Mayor, and we are delighted that the number of
lady Lord Mayors has now doubled!
The other formality during the lunch was the
presentation of our annual prize for calligraphy
and illumination, now renamed in honour of our
late Liveryman and Upper Warden, Peter
Esslemont. Anthea Power was the winner of the
2013 prize and it was a particular pleasure that Mrs
Ann Esslemont, a Companion of the Company, was
there to join the Master for the presentation. A
short profile of Anthea Power follows this report.
Other Company and personal guests included
Sheriff Adrian Waddingham CBE and Mrs Angela
Waddingham, the Master Apothecary, Dr Peter
Tooley, and his Clerk, Andrew Wallington Smith,
the Master Needlemaker, Mrs Susan Kent, Sir
Thomas Legg KCB QC, former Sheriff Wendy Mead
CC, and shrieval candidate Fiona Adler. 
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The Lord Mayor’s Message to the Livery

The 686 Plan Has Gone Off Like A Rocket!
Going into 2014, I am feeling energised from my experiences
as Lord Mayor so far. It was a pleasure to host the Masters
and Clerks at my Address to the Livery in November and to
introduce everyone to my ‘686 Plan’, named after me being
the 686th Lord Mayor. The four programmes which make up
the 686 Plan – The Lord Mayor’s Appeal, the Power of Diversity breakfasts and conferences, the Charity Leadership Programme, and the Tomorrow’s City programme – have all
started with a bang!

The Lord Mayor’s Appeal
With your help, the Appeal hopes to raise £2 million for my
four benefitting charities: Beating Bowel Cancer, Princess Alice Hospice, Raleigh International and Working Chance.
Fundraising is at the heart of the Appeal programme but
there is also a strong commitment to mentor, help raise the
profiles of these charities and open up new sources of funding for the future.
The first Appeal event, Une Soirée Chablisienne, was held
on the day I took office. Supporters of the Appeal spent the
evening tasting the wines of Chablis and later cheered me on
as I was installed as an honorary Pillier Chablisienne – a ceremonial process which involved me drinking a chalice full of
Chablis while the Piliers sang! The Lord Mayor’s Christmas
Party was also a great evening of festive fun and Dickensian
feasting!
The Appeal programme has a lot more in store. The
Académie du Vin de Bordeaux co-hosted a wine tasting and
dinner with me at The Mansion House on 12th February. On
14th April, Shakespeare’s Birthday Party will be taking place in
the atmospheric Middle Temple, where Twelfth Night was
first performed! We will also be launching a Lord Mayor’s
Appeal Day in the summer, when the Square Mile will be
transformed by events and activities fundraising for the Appeal, including a Human Table Football tournament in Guildhall Yard. This day will recognise and celebrate the good that
the City can do and does do for society in an effort to reach a
wider audience.
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The Power of Diversity
The Power of Diversity programme has
been designed to capture the benefits of
diversity for the innovation that City
businesses need to seize the opportunities of the “new normal”. The first breakfast, Attaining Power, was a huge success
as 100 of the programme’s sponsors and
an array of corporate managers engaged
in a discussion about the skills needed to
achieve power. The inspirational panel,
chaired by Lady Barbara Jude CBE, revealed their key messages on how to
progress your career and what you must
do to strengthen the team around you at
every level in an organisation. There are
four more Power of Diversity breakfasts
to come, as well as two major conferences taking place this summer.
I am also thrilled to announce that
three tfl buses have been wrapped –
thanks to our corporate sponsors and Sir
Peter Hendy, the Transport Commissioner – to promote the Power of Diversity
programme and the Appeal. Look out for
the buses which are operating from
Westbourne Park, Bow and Shepherd’s
Bush across London!

The Charity Leadership
Programme
The Charity Leadership Programme features two City’s Giving Lectures, which
together will highlight some of the challenges and opportunities which impact
the effectiveness of charities. William
Shawcross, Chair of the Charity Commission and keynote speaker at the first lecture in November, said to the 300 attendees that the regulator intends to
send clearer messages to those abusing
charitable status and take more decisive
action against wrongdoing. The second
lecture was given on 23rd January by Sir
Ronald Cohen, who
provoked new
thinking by focusing on philanthropic
investing to achieve better social outcomes.
During 2014 there will also be three
receptions providing the opportunity for
charity Chairs, Chief Executives, funders
and leaders to network and share experiences and knowledge. Each of the receptions will have a social focus; the first of
which, which took place on 3rd March at
Mazars, focused on Social Welfare.
Continued on page 7

New Freemen
The Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants
are delighted to welcome the following new
Freemen:

Peter Edmund Adams
(Scrivener Notary, De Pinna)

James Siôn Taylor
(Scrivener Notary, De Pinna)

Arline Fisher
(Former Scriptwriter and Journalist)

Gary Clive Robert Woodman-Simmons
(Office Manager, Clerk of the Parliaments’ Office)

Marko Vuckovic
(Partner and COO, Azure Wealth LLP)

_________________________________________________

Marjorie ‘Midge’ Reeve
We very much regret to report that Midge Reeve,
wife of Past Master Bob Reeve, died on Sunday, 1
December 2013. Several members of the Scriveners
Company attended her funeral on 18 December
and a donation was made to a local charity of her
choice. She was a much respected and always very
friendly presence at Company functions and our
condolences go to Bob and all his family.

Notarial notes

Scriveners’ lectures in May

The Company's latest exams took place in January and at the recent Notarial Committee
meeting the following examination passes were
approved: Sebastian Labovitch in the Main
Language (German) and German Law papers,
Sara Dodd in the Main Language (Spanish) and
Subsidiary Language (Italian) papers and Sarah
Mackie in the Subsidiary Language (Spanish)
paper. Particular congratulations are due to
Sara and Sarah who have now both passed all
the required examinations to qualify as Scrivener Notaries and who the Company look forward to admitting as members at the July Court
meeting, once they have both completed their
training period.
The Notarial Committee has also noted the
recent coming into force of the latest Notaries
(Qualification) Rules and has continued to keep
a close eye on notarial matters both at home
and around the world.
The Company is organising the inaugural
"Wilfred Phillips Memorial Lecture" on Tuesday
6th May at the City of London Business Library
where the principal speaker will be Gemma Del
Ray Almansa, a senior official of the Spanish
Ministry of Justice who is closely involved in
notarial matters with a particular interest in
electronic commerce. A diary note with further
details will be circulated shortly.

As mentioned in the Notarial Notes (left) there is to
be a lecture on Tuesday 6 May at the City of London
Business Library, which should prove of great interest. There is also the annual Scriveners’ Lecture for
the Heraldry Society, which takes place this year on
Wednesday 21 May at the Society of Antiquaries,
Burlington House, Piccadilly, W1. This is of particular
interest this year as it is being given by the Master,
John Tunesi of Liongam, who is also the Honorary
Secretary of the Heraldry Society, among his many
other distinctions. A diary note will follow for the
Wilfred Phillips Lecture on 6 May. For 21 May, please
just let the Clerk know if you would like to attend. All
Scriveners are welcome. 

Dates for the diary
Fri 28 March: Curry lunch on HQS Wellington.
Fri 4 April:

United Guilds Service plus lunch at
Apothecaries’ Hall.

Tues 15 April: Spring Dinner at Painters’ Hall.
Tues 13 May: Sons of the Clergy service plus supper.
Wed 4 June:

Beating Retreat, Horseguards Parade.

June TBC:

City Architecture walk plus supper.

Wed 23 July:

Election Court and Summer Reception.

Tues 16 Sept: Private tour of Westminster Abbey.

Edward Gardiner

Notarial Deputy & Chairman, Notarial Committee
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Tues 14 Oct:

Autumn Dinner at Apothecaries’ Hall.

Fri 28 Nov:

Curry lunch on HQS Wellington.

The Lord Mayor’s Message

Scriveners honoured

continued from page 5

Tomorrow’s City
In keeping with my role as Lord Mayor to promote
the business and financial service sectors, the Tomorrow’s City programme is setting out how the
City can best ensure future success through longterm value creation. The opening events have focused on forward looking financial services regulation, integrated reporting and new models of longterm finance for infrastructure.
I hope you will join me for some of the evening
events at The Mansion House and breakfasts at my
home law firm, CMS, which will be continuing the
dialogue of this programme.

Haydn Evans MA MSc, Head Teacher of Sir
John Cass’s Foundation and Red Coat Church of
England Secondary School, and a Freeman of
the Scriveners Company since 2007, has been
made a CBE in the New Year Honours for Services to Education. The school is based in Stepney and is widely regarded as a fine example of
a much improved inner city school. According
to its latest report, Ofsted says of the school:

Your Support
If I have a single objective, it would be
inclusiveness and Liverymen have so much
to bring to the party.
It has been a joy to
see so many of your
friendly faces over the
last two months, and I
hope to greet many
more of you over the
coming year.
Thank you for all
you have done to
support me as Lord
Mayor and The Lord Mayor’s Appeal. There is certainly more to come!

‘’Sir John Cass Foundation and Red Coat School
is an outstanding school. The head teacher together with his senior leadership team and
governing body have very successfully created
an inclusive community where students of diverse cultures and backgrounds are equally
valued and reach high levels of achievement.
Parents and carers are supportive of the school,
especially appreciating the quality of education
and care provided for their children. One parent said, '...there should be more schools with
the teaching capability of SJC where many of
the teachers are dedicated and heroic!' Indeed,
the school provides excellent opportunities for
students to 'achieve their personal best'; they
reach high levels of personal development and
good academic attainment through a stimulating and well-ordered learning environment.”

Alderman Fiona Woolf CBE
The Rt Hon The Lord Mayor of London

Tom Drake (left), a Liveryman of the Scriveners
Company since 2006, was made an MBE in the
New Years Honours List for Services to Charity
and the Local Community. An active campaigner for WaterAid, Tom is now retired and
living in Kingswood, Surrey. He has also been a
member of the Ewell Rotary Club for 38 years.
Our congratulations to both gentlemen, who
clearly epitomise much of what the livery
stands for in terms of charity and education. 
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In the company of the Lord Mayor and her Consort
The first lady Lord
Mayor, Dame Mary
Donaldson, received
the first Scriveners’
Quill Pen at the
Mansion House in
1983. Now the
second lady Lord
Mayor has received
the 31st Quill Pen.
Photos by Gerald Sharp Photography

Mr Nicholas Woolf receives his Scriveners’
fountain pen from the Master.

The Lord Mayor in the
company of our former
Clerk, Andrew Hill;
Sheriff Waddingham
with guest Fiona Adler;
the Master; a happy
line-up in the Salon.
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