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A grand international banquet

I

f the number of guests

attending last year’s Autumn
Dinner at Saddlers’ Hall on
16 October was a record, then it
was well and truly broken at the
very next dinner, when 280 people
gathered in the Egyptian Hall at the
Mansion House for this year’s
Spring Dinner.
We can’t claim that we have
had a sudden influx of a hundred
and fifty new members since the
Autumn, unfortunately, but we did
have the pleasure of the company
of a large number of notarial and
legal representatives from thirtyfive other countries. The meeting
of the Commission for European
Affairs (CAE) of the International
The Master offers (but only for a moment) our most valuable loving cup to the Lord
Union of Notaries (UINL) took
Mayor, Alderman Peter Estlin, while the Beadle tries in vain to look inconspicuous in
place on 5 and 6 April in London, the background. See pages 4 and 5 for further photographs. Photography: Marcus Jamieson-Pond
so it was a perfect opportunity for
us to host many overseas guests in one of the City’s most José Marqueño de Llano and the Master of the Faculties,
magnificent houses and, judging by the letter of thanks Charles George QC, the regulator for the notarial profession
from the CAE President, Mr Franco Salerno Cardillo, our in England and Wales, who derives his authority directly
visitors were very impressed with Scriveners’ hospitality from the Archbishop of Canterbury. Scrivener Notaries are
and the grandeur of the occasion, affording them a new additionally regulated by the Scriveners Company.
perspective on the words ‘elegance’ and ‘tradition’.
Other top table guests included the Masters and Clerks of
By way of a contrast, on the following day, Saturday, the Apothecaries, the Marketors, the Musicians, the
the Master and Notarial Deputy hosted an evening for all Stationers and the Solicitors Companies, the Master Glover,
the CAE delegates in a traditional London pub. At one the Acting Master and Clerk of the Guild of Scriveners of the
point, they were in danger of not meeting the minimum City of York, and the Prime Warden and Clerk of the
spend behind the bar (we had hired the whole pub) so the Shipwrights. Our three military affiliates were out in force
(mostly younger) Scrivener Notaries set to with the ‘shots’ with officers from HMS Portland, LXX Squadron RAF Brize
and saved the day. We’re not just quill-wagglers. We Norton and ‘A’ Company (London Scottish) The London
know how to party. From loving cups to shot glasses, it’s Regiment. The Lord Mayor was accompanied by the Lady
all in an evening’s work. That’s a 21st century livery Mayoress and Alderman and Sheriff Vincent Keaveny and his
company for you.
wife Amanda. The notarial guests were toasted by the
As well as the many notarial guests at the dinner, the Notarial Deputy, Andrew Claudet, and the Civic and Livery
Company guests also included the President of the UINL, guests by the Upper Warden, Valerie Hamilton JP. 
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serving Master of the York Scriveners having already served as
Master several years ago and was a great supporter of the link
between the London and York Scriveners. She was a tax adviser
by profession, a founding member and Court Assistant of the
Worshipful Company of Tax Advisers and will be greatly missed
by her family and many friends.
In February I also attended the annual Church, Law and State
luncheon at the Faculty Office of the Archbishop of Canterbury
he time since I last put the Master’s pen to paper for the
(my professional notarial regulator) so I was of course on my very
Scriveners’ newsletter has certainly been a busy and
best behaviour. I was fortunate to meet both the Archbishop of
exciting one with plenty to do to take my mind off political
Canterbury, Justin Welby, as well as the Archbishop of York,
events going on in Westminster. The highlight of the last few
John Sentamu.
months has certainly been our Spring
In March a group of Scriveners
Dinner held at the Mansion House in the
enjoyed a most interesting tour of 2
presence of both the Lord Mayor and the
Temple Place, the former home of
Aldermanic Sheriff as well as the President
William Waldorf Astor (see photo),
of the International Union of Notaries, a
followed by some light refreshments on
rare and perhaps unprecedented privilege
board HQS Wellington. At the end of
for the Company to host the Lord Mayor
March, Jo-Anna and I attended the Lord
twice during the same Mastership
Mayor’s Banquet for Masters and Prime
following our Quill Pen Lunch in
Wardens at the Mansion House, which
November. These events, as with all
was a magnificent occasion and was
others, rely on the support of the whole
followed the next morning by the equally
livery and I am extremely grateful for the
splendid United Guilds Service at St
amazing support that my fellow Scriveners
Paul’s.
have provided during my Mastership so far.
Past Master Oliver Kinsey is kindly
Our traditional Christmas Carol Service
providing a report on the recent
at the Guild Church of St Martin within
Scriveners’ weekend in the Cotswolds
Ludgate was a lovely occasion led by our
and it really was a great privilege and
Honorary Chaplain, The Reverend Steven
pleasure for Jo-Anna and me to host so
Brookes, and Steven has kindly invited us
many Scriveners.
to a “Scriveners” church service at the
As I have informed the livery, our
chapel at the Royal Hospital Chelsea on
Clerk Giles has advised the Court of his
Sunday 23rd June, followed by lunch - I
intention to retire as Clerk of the
hope many Scriveners and their families
Company at the end of next January after
and friends will be able to attend.
nine years of quite exceptional service to
Our Burns Night Supper at the end of The Master pauses on his way up the ornate the Company. The process is now under
January was very enjoyable; it included a oak staircase in 2 Temple Place, while the way to find a suitable successor and a
wonderful Scottish-themed recital by carved figure of one of the Four Musketeers fitting occasion will be found to allow all
distinguished viola player Virginia Slater, looks the other way. The other three have Scriveners to express their thanks to
and huge thanks to PM John Tunesi of pride of place on the other newel posts and Giles in a suitable manner.
Liongam for his assistance with represent Lord Astor’s love of literature and
The Court has also recently decided to
arrangements for the evening at the RAF the arts.
convert the Company’s Sexcentenary
Club in Piccadilly. Shortly after this we
Charitable Fund to a CIO (Charitable
hosted the Quill Pen Reception at St Lawrence Jewry in the
Incorporated Organisation) regulated by the Charity Commission
presence of both Sheriffs and their consorts. As well as presenting
which is very much in line with modern charitable practices, and
the Sheriffs with the quill pens with which they signed their oath of
thanks are due to the IPM and Chairman of the Charity
office I was also honoured to present prizes to the winners of our
Committee, David Philip, for leading this important initiative.
handwriting competition for schools. The reception commenced
I am also very pleased to report that the last Court meeting
with a blessing of our splendid new Wardens’ gowns by Canon
formally appointed Honorary Liveryman and former Clerk
David Parrott and ended with the admission of a new Apprentice
Andrew Hill as the Company’s Almoner (see page 5), and also
to the Company, Jemima Laidlaw, who fittingly is a previous tworesolved to constitute a new events and fundraising subtime winner of our handwriting competition. This year we had a
committee to be responsible for arranging ad hoc Company events
record entry of some 589 scripts, the Clerk’s office was bulging at
and to allow the Charity Committee to concentrate on charitable
the seams with all the entries and I was very grateful for the
matters.
assistance of the Clerk, the IPM and calligrapher and Scrivener Eva
I look forward to seeing many of you at the remaining events
Driskell in whittling them down. Seeing the smiles on the winning
for this Scriveners’ year and I am indebted to our fantastic and
pupils’ faces and the pride of their parents and teachers was a
hardworking Clerk’s office for all their support in making the
wonderful experience and something I felt very privileged to be a
events I have mentioned above so successful. During my time as
part of.
Master I have also been very grateful for the support of my wife
On a sadder note, shortly before the Quill Pen Reception,
Jo-Anna, whose Consort’s diary of events certainly rivals my
Jo-Anna and I attended the memorial service in York for Jean
own!
Jesty, who suddenly passed away at the end of last year. Jean was
Edward Gardiner Master 2018-19 
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From the pen of the
Master
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Quills at the ready
Our two annual Quill Pen events were very well
attended: first stop, Mansion House for the
lunch with the new Lord Mayor and Lady
Mayoress in November (see top two photos) and
then on to St Lawrence Jewry in mid-February
for the reception for the Sheriffs (bottom two
photos). Quills were brandished and donations
made (the cheque to the Lord Mayor’s Appeal
being replaced this year—in deference to the
Lord Mayor’s advocacy of digital communication—by an online transfer in advance. At least
it gave the Clerk one less thing to remember on
the day). Perhaps the time will come when we
present the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs not with
quills and fountain pens, but with iPads, or
finger implants, or whatever the technology will
be by then.
Speaking of iPads, in last year’s grants we
funded the purchase of some iPads for the
students at Treloar’s, the amazing school for
disabled young people. Treloar’s felt that iPads
were a good ‘fit’ for the Scriveners and we
could only agree.
The Quill Pen Reception for the Sheriffs—
Alderman Vincent Keaveny and The Hon Liz
Green—is also the time when we present prizes
to the winners of our Handwriting Competition
for Schools, named in memory of our late
Liveryman Karen Nehammer. As the Master has
said on the facing page, we had a huge number
of entries this year, 30 percent up on last year,
so these prizes are becoming harder and
harder to win. We congratulate the winners,
runners up and those with a special mention
most heartily. The margins between them are
increasingly small and we are delighted to see
how the general standards have improved over
the last nine years in which the competition has
been run.
We also congratulate previous two-time
winner Jemima Laidlaw on becoming our
newest Apprentice. It is now up to the Master
(to whom she is ‘bound’) to see that she
doesn’t gamble, play at dice, haunt taverns or
playhouses, or get up to other dubious
practices— as so quaintly itemised in the
ancient wording of the indenture. It’s a tough
life for an apprentice! 
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A grand international banquet
continued...

“

It gives me great pleasure to welcome
the Scriveners’ Company and guests to
the Mansion House.
As we have heard, we are joined today by
colleagues and friends from around the
world. For those who are new to the Mansion
House, you might have noticed the Mace and
Sword behind me. The Mace represents the
authority granted to the office of the Lord
Mayor by the monarch while the sword is a
symbol of the Lord Mayor’s judicial authority
as Chief Magistrate of the City.
The symbolism of the sword, combined
with my eminent guests this evening, reminds
of a phrase – which dates back, in some form
or other – to ancient times: “The pen is
mightier than the sword.” I’d like to suggest
that if my role is represented by the sword,
and your profession by the pen, then actually
pens and swords work very well alongside
one another.

PENS AND SWORDS

An extract from the Lord Mayor’s speech

The office of Lord Mayor dates back to the
year 1189, though a key component of the
modern role is to serve as a principal ambassador for the City of London and, more
broadly, for the UK’s financial and professional services sector. This involves around
100 days of the year on international visits,
promoting UK Plc, and, as many of you will
know, the City’s legal services play an
important role in maintaining the UK’s international reputation as a trading and business
hub.
English law is used around the world and
organisations come to London knowing that
they can rely on the rule of law as one of our
core values. Scrivener Notaries are vital in
upholding our rule of law. This is what I
mean when I say that symbolic swords and
pens are mightiest when working together.
And while we in the City are deeply
committed to common law as practised in
England, we maintain a strong respect for
those jurisdictions operating under civil law,
and we are proud of the role that Scrivener
Notaries play in bridging these two historic
legal systems.
The admission of our Scrivener Notaries to
the International Union of Notaries – the only
common law notariat within the Union – as
well as the presence of so many international
colleagues in London for the CAE session
today, is evidence of how productive those
international bonds can be.” 
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A Call to Alms
The Court has appointed Honorary Liveryman and former Clerk, Andrew Hill, as the
Company Almoner. This is a first for the
Company in living memory and Andrew’s
tasks will be to
make contact
with any Scriveners who may be
unwell or in difficulties of any kind
and to liaise, in
confidence, with
the Court should
there be any help,
financial or otherwise, that can be
given. The first objective of the Sexcentenary
Charity Fund is to assist Scriveners and their
families, but it is not always easy to identify
members who might be in need of support,
or contact of some kind, through “ill-health,
sickness, misadventure or misfortune”, so do
please inform the Clerk’s office if you know
of someone who might welcome a call from
Andrew. 
_______________________________________

Viola for Supper

Master
Ellis guests (top left);
The Lord Mayor responds
on Scrivener
behalf Jack
of the
Michael Clancy enjoys explaining the Loving Cup to an Italian
guest (centre); some careful savouring of the Sauternes (bottom
left); animated discussion (this page top and centre); and the
Assistant Clerk tries to explain the table plan to Court Assistant
Nicholas Humphery-Smith (bottom); Photos: Marcus Jamieson-Pond
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January saw a return of the Worshipful
Company to the RAF Club for another Burns
Night Supper. On this occasion the music
was provided by the very talented young
viola player, Virginia Slater, accompanied by
pianist Adam Johnson. The Company had
supported her appeal for helping to fund the
purchase (with much help from the Stradivari
Trust) of a viola, made by Pietro Mantegazza
in Milan in 1793. The viola has a rich and
well-documented history dating back to 1908
when it was sold to the second Earl of
Kilbracken. Virginia has to raise some
£53,000, or 10% of the total cost, and she is
doing this by giving recitals in return for
contributions to the
cause. The
medley of
Scottish reels
and jigs was
a treat, and a
glorious
contrast to
the skirling
of the pipes!


Notarial notes

New Freemen
The Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants are delighted
to welcome the following new Freemen since October
2018:

Anthony Rickards Collinson (27.3.19) Solicitor
Neil Dudley Turpin (30.1.19) Chief Clerk, Faculty Office

New Liverymen
The following Freemen have been gowned in the livery of
the Company since October 2018:

Lorna Robyn West (30.1.19) Solicitor and notary public
Bettina Sieglinde Wimmer (30.1.19) Director and
senior solicitor

New Companions
Karen Kennair, Jackie Scott, Felicity Urquhart
(12.2.19)
and Julian Fullwood (17.4.19)

New Court Assistants
Robert Scott Kerss (31.10.18)
and Phillip Anthony Journeaux (30.1.19)
Scrivener Notaries

New Beadle
Roy Theobald
was installed as Company Beadle at the Court Meeting
on 30 January 2019

New Apprentice
Jemima Molly Laidlaw
was bound Apprentice to the Master, Edward Gardiner,
at the Quill Pen Reception for the Sheriffs
on 12 February 2019

We have finally been granted the distinction of a
blue plaque near the site of the Scriveners’ Hall
(later Coachmakers’ Hall) in Noble Street. However,
we can’t hold the street party yet—repairs have to
be made to the concrete planter on which it is to be
displayed. Watch this blue space...

As I sit here writing this the sun is shining outside and it’s my birthday (as I was reminded by a very welcome email from the Clerk’s
office this morning)!
In April the Company and the Society of Scrivener Notaries
played host to a plenary meeting in London of the European Affairs
Commission of the International Union of Notaries, the highlight of
which was the Spring Livery Dinner at the Mansion House. The
following day a notarial seminar took place, which included a discussion by a very distinguished panel of speakers regarding the legal
repercussions of Brexit for notaries, and presentations on UK and
EU company law. These events were a huge success and have helped
to bolster our already excellent relations with our European
colleagues.
I am also delighted to report that a collaboration agreement has
been entered into between the Scrivener Notaries and the Italian
Consiglio Nazionale del Notariato. The signing took place in Grottammare, Italy, and Scrivener Notaries Nigel Ready and Phillip Journeaux attended the event on behalf of the Scriveners. Italy is the
birthplace of the notarial profession, and the conclusion of
this agreement with the Italian notariat is a great honour for the
Company’s principal profession. We look forward to a mutually
beneficial cooperation with our Italian colleagues and will keep you
informed of any future events in this regard. Our thanks go to Nigel
and Phillip who were instrumental in achieving this.
In other news, the annual Wilfrid Phillips notarial lecture took
place on 3 April and was a great success. There were two interesting
presentations, the first of which was on EU matrimonial law and the
second on diversity and inclusion.
The Notarial Committee is currently engaged in setting the
Company’s notarial examinations for July, for which there are
several candidates.
The course for Hong Kong notaries has now been completed, and
our Education Officer is busy marking exam scripts as I write. The
face-to-face tuition in Hong Kong was a great success, and we
reiterate our thanks to PM Nigel Ready and Iain for travelling to
Hong Kong and representing the Company in this task. Nigel also
recently represented the Scriveners at an international meeting held
at the French Ambassadors Residence to discuss the consequences of
Brexit in the field of civil justice (see photo below).
Lastly, after some 25 years on the Notarial Committee we bid
farewell to PM Bill Kennair. Bill will remain active as a notary and of
course within the Company as a whole. The Committee thanks Bill
for his many years of service. 

Andrew Claudet Notarial Deputy & Chairman, Notarial Committee
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The sun was now shining brightly on us and we adjourned at
the generous invitation of the Master and his Mistress to their
home for drinks in their beautiful terraced garden followed by a
delicious lunch and good conversation, and joined by other members of their family. IPM David Philip spoke for all of us when he
made a short speech thanking them for their very kind hospitality
and reflecting on the deep and rewarding friendship engendered by
occasions such as this.

A Taste of the Cotswolds
a report by Past Master Oliver Kinsey
Thirty-seven of us, Scriveners and partners, assembled on the
evening of Friday 10 May for a prosecco reception and fine dinner
at the historic White Hart Royal Hotel, Moreton-in-Marsh.
Legend has it that King Charles I stayed there on 2 July 1644 at
the height of the English Civil War—and that a certain Honorary
Liveryman and his Court Assistant wife also slept in the royal bed
over the weekend…
On the following day our historical focus was turned towards
the end of the 17th Century when we enjoyed a bespoke tour and
audio-guided visit to the magnificent Blenheim Palace. The state
rooms and collections of portraits, tapestries and furniture are
awe-inspiring. We knew that the Palace had been built as a gift to
John Churchill, 1st Duke of Marlborough (1650-1722) from
Queen Anne and a grateful nation for his victory at the Battle of
Blenheim in 1704 when (as we reminded ourselves) he was the
joint commander of the Grand Alliance against the French in the
War of Spanish Succession.
However, during the introductory talk and our examination of
some manuscripts, I remembered that Sir Robert Clayton (16291707) the Master of the Scriveners Company in 1671 and the first
Scrivener Lord Mayor of London (1679-80) was a contemporary
of the said 1st Duke of Marlborough and that Clayton had been
involved in some of the politics at that time - see the note below.

Historical Note
Sir Robert Clayton was a wealthy friend of Charles II, who became
a Member of Parliament for the City of London in 1679 when
John Churchill was a royal page of honour in the household of
Charles's brother, the Duke of York (later to become James II).
Churchill was also a brave soldier who in 1682 was ennobled by
Charles II as Lord Churchill of Eyemouth in the Scottish peerage,
in recognition of his service to James while in exile at the King's
behest due to the Exclusion Crisis - as to whether or not Papists
should be allowed to become king. In the House of Commons Sir
Robert Clayton introduced an Exclusion Bill, which passed the
Commons but was thrown out by the Lords. In 1685 Charles II
died and his brother succeeded him; Churchill was appointed a
Gentleman of the King's Bedchamber and he was created Baron
Churchill of Sandridge - becoming an English peer. He then played
a major role in defeating Monmouth's Rebellion which helped
secure James' hold on the throne, but he was devoted to the
Protestant cause, and increasingly nervous that James was paving
the way to make England Catholic.
By 1688 the majority in the House of Commons had decided
that the throne should be offered to William of Orange and his
wife Mary (James II's sister) and Sir Robert Clayton was one of the
welcoming party which escorted him to London when he arrived
at Torbay. James was assembling his army of followers including
Churchill to fight William, but on 24 November he was notified
that Churchill was defecting to support William. On 9 April 1689,
two days before his coronation, William made Churchill the 1st
Earl of Marlborough, and he became the Earl Commander of his
army; Clayton later contributed £30,000 to help pay for William's
army. Churchill was latterly out of William's favour, but was
restored to the Court in 1702 when William died and Anne succeeded him. This was thanks to his wife, Sarah's, relationship with
the new Queen, and his reputation as a courageous and successful
general. Clayton had become a Director of the Bank of England in
1702 and he was one of the many who raised their hats to Churchill after his victory at Blenheim in 1704. Sir Robert Clayton died in
1707.

Fortified by a buffet lunch, we were able to walk as far as we
liked around ‘Capability’ Brown's landscaped parkland and formal
gardens, and/or could choose to take in the animated/interactive
‘Untold Story’ of the 1st Duke and his successors. Jaguars (cars,
that is) were being assembled for a festival the next day and the
12th Duke was spied at the wheel of an historic Le Mans car
driving out of the forecourt at 5mph. After a short rest at our
hotels, we were transported to another historic but very different
building, the Hook Norton Brewery. There we were given a
guided tour up and down countless ladders allowing us to learn
how beer has been brewed since the Victorian era, still using old
fashioned methods as much as practicable, with just a single PC
visible in the ‘operations room’/laboratory. This was followed by
the essential tasting and the largest pub-dinner imaginable!
On Sunday morning we visited the spic and span and impressive Cotswold Distillery built and owned by Daniel Szor who was
the principal guest at last year's Autumn Dinner - another guided
tour, but just one ladder to look down into the stills, avoiding
those emitting pure carbon dioxide. Tasting was offered and a
number of our party purchased whisky and gin. Most of us were
driving home and they thoughtfully supplied us with samples in
small plastic containers.

The above note contains information kindly provided by Sir David Clayton Bt in
1999 when he became an Honorary Freeman of the Scriveners Company and
included in the Company's History published in 2001 (p.9-12) and the information
relating to the 1st Duke of Marlborough is taken from John B. Hattendorf's article
in the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (2014). 

7

Dates for the diary

Obituaries
Edward George Lawrence KStJ, FRSA

Sunday 23 June:
Scriveners' Summer Service, Royal Hospital
Chelsea, by invitation of the Hon Chaplain, 11.00am,
followed by lunch.

Liveryman
Born 26 February 1927; died 18 January 2019
Ted Lawrence was one of the very few Life Members of the
Scriveners Company, which he supported loyally from the
moment he was admitted in 1983. He had friends throughout
the City and was a very familiar figure on the livery circuit (he
was also a member of the Carmen’s Company) as well as being
devoted to the Order of St John, being made a Knight of the
Order in 1989. He had a love of the ridiculous and a naughty
sense of humour and always had a new joke to try out on you
whenever you met him. Members of the Company attended his
memorial service in the Chapel of the Order of St John on 26
March.

Monday 24 June:
Election of Sheriffs, Guildhall, followed by lunch at
Tallow Chandlers' and Innholders' Halls.
Monday 1 July:
Visit to the British Library: ‘Writing: Making Your
Mark’, 2.45pm, followed by afternoon tea.
Thursday 18 July:
Election Court Meeting, Installation of new Officers
and Summer Reception at Tallow Chandlers' Hall.

________________________________________________

Wednesday 11 September:
Visit to the Postal Museum, London WC1, time TBC.

Antti Samuli Matikkala MA, PhD (Cantab)
Liveryman
Born 13 November 1979; died 14 January 2019

Wednesday 2 October:
Election of the Lord Mayor, Guildhall, followed by
lunch at Innholders’ Hall.

Dr Antti Matikkala was an authority on Finnish heraldry, with
an abiding interest in Badges and Knights, and was a prolific
author and regular speaker at the International Congress of
Genealogical and Heraldic Sciences. He was an uncompromising researcher and one of the best experts in his field. He was
President of the Heraldry Society of Finland and an Academician of the Academie Internationale d’Heraldique. He was the
author of The Orders of Knighthood and the Formation of the British
Honours System 1660-1760 (2008) and a monograph on the
Order of the White Rose of Finland and the Leo of Finland
(2017) that will remain a classic in its field. His untimely death
has brought sadness to all who knew him.

Thursday 10 October:
Autumn Dinner at Barber-Surgeons' Hall, 6.30 for
7.15pm.
November TBC:
Quill Pen Lunch with the new Lord Mayor and Lady
Mayoress, Mansion House, 12.25 for 1.00pm.
Friday 29 November:
Curry Lunch on board HQS Wellington, 12.30 for
1.00pm.

By kind permission of The Heraldry Gazette
________________________________________________

Tuesday 17 December:
Carol Service at St Martin within Ludgate, 6.00pm.

Keith Saxon Fullwood FCIS, MBIM

Friday 21 April:
Spring Dinner at Armourers’ Hall, 6.30 for 7.15pm.

Liveryman
Born 9 May 1928; died 22 November 2018

Please note that new events will be added
throughout the course of the year. Do check the
Events page at www.scriveners.org.uk.

Keith was born in Sheffield and his working life began in the
accounts office at an engineering company in that city, but this
was interrupted in 1946 when he did National Service in the
RAF. On his return he met Rosemary in the office where they
both worked. They were married in 1962. Keith then began
studying to become a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of
Secretaries (FCIS).
They moved to Cambridge to take up work with Caravans
International and it was at their home in Balsham, Cambridgeshire where their two sons Julian and John were born. In 1968
he moved to Defford, Worcestershire, which remained his
main home until he died. He was admitted to the Worshipful
Company of Scriveners in 1980, an honour of which he was
very proud and took very seriously. His sense of humour was
quick and dry, he could always produce an icebreaker, or a
“funny” as he called it, and maintained this to the end.
His son Julian has recently been admitted as a Companion of
the Company.
By kind permission of the family

Little known Scrivener facts
 Under standing order 21, the Freedom of another
livery company can only be gained with the prior consent
of the Court. This is frequently overlooked, or little
known. There is no fine for offenders, but perhaps we
could instigate one as a donation to the Charity Fund!
 In the 16th century the Scriveners Company was paid
annual Quarterage not only by its own Liverymen and
Freemen but also by members of other livery companies
and Freemen of the City who were practising as
scriveners. Shall we round up some calligraphers…?
 The first record of women being admitted to the
Scriveners Company occurs in 1665. And to think that
there is still one livery company that doesn’t admit women
to this day…

We are also saddened to report the death of Judy Longbottom,
wife of Liveryman David Longbottom, and a regular attender of
Company events since 2009 when David was admitted to the livery.
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