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Sunday lunch in the Solent

Photo by PM Nigel Ready
On the morning of Sunday 1st May 2016 a party of
23 Scriveners and their guests assembled on the
breezy quayside at Gunwharf Quays, Portsmouth to
board the private ferry to Spitbank Fort, the
smallest of three forts in The Solent. These forts
were commissioned by Lord Palmerston in the
1860s to protect Portsmouth and its dockyard
against a perceived threat of invasion by the French
during the reign of Napoleon III. Its construction
took 15 years by which time the French threat had
passed. During both World Wars the forts served
as artillery positions and life for the military

personnel in the dark, damp and primitive living
conditions was so grim that in WWII the servicemen
manning it are reported to have been chosen for
their inability to swim so as to deter any attempt at
escape! In 1963 the forts were put up for sale but it
was not until the 1980s that a couple bought the
fort and established it as a museum. In 2009 work
began to convert the fort into a luxury hotel which
opened in 2012 with a choice of eight suites for its
guests.
A 15-minute trip took us through the busy
waterway to the Fort.
Cont. on p 4...
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From the pen of the Master
As I approach the end of my year as Master, I can look back
with a great deal of pleasure at the many and varied events
which Tanya and I have been privileged to attend. Perhaps
the highlight of my year was the Lord Mayor’s Banquet at
the Mansion House at the beginning of March attended by
all the Masters, Prime Wardens and Upper Bailiff of all the
City’s livery companies. This was a truly glittering occasion,
held in the magnificent Egyptian Hall, and one which Tanya
and I will never forget.
The United Guilds’ Service held the following day was
also a highpoint, with the playing of some quite sublime
choral music, and a thought-provoking sermon by the
Bishop of London, Richard Chartres.
In March, along with several other liverymen, I visited
LXX Squadron at RAF Brize Norton, where we were given a
tour of the new A400M Atlas transport aircraft, and a
chance to fly the aircraft on what seemed to be a very
realistic flight simulator. Past Master Henry Bedingfeld
proved himself to be a more than able pilot, and I’m sure I
speak for all of us when I say that we are extremely grateful
to the Squadron for treating us to such an interesting and
enjoyable day.
In April, I was again a guest of the Squadron on the
occasion of its centenary dinner. This was a very relaxed
and convivial gathering, and kicked off with a flypast by the
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight Dakota, an aircraft flown by
the Squadron just after World War II. The dinner’s courses
were preceded by fascinating vignettes of the Squadron’s
history, read by its serving and former members. From its
earliest years flying Sopwith Camels in World War I, via
Egypt, Afghanistan, the Western Desert, Cyprus, and RAF
Lyneham, the Squadron has had a long and distinguished
history, and its new Atlas aircraft will undoubtedly perform
a vital role in war, peace and crisis situations in the future.
The centenary celebrations continued in the bar long
after dinner, and saw the invention of a new tradition – the
downing of a round of Jaegerbombs bought by the
Squadron’s commanding officer. A memorable evening
indeed.
May was a very busy month for Tanya and me, with a trip
to Portland for the home port visit of our affiliate ship, HMS
Portland, a garden party at Buckingham Palace, and the
second Master’s away day of my year at Spitbank Fort in
the Solent.
The Sunset Ceremony and cocktail party on board the
Portland featured a particularly impressive musical
performance by members of the Royal Marines, and the
following day we were taken out to sea and given a tour of
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The Master and Master’s Lady pictured at
Portsmouth en route to Spitbank Fort (for
more pictures see page 4).
the frigate’s lower decks and weaponry.
Tanya and I were struck by the strong sense
of camaraderie and enthusiasm evident
amongst the crew, and I’m sure the whole
Company wishes our affiliate ship the best of
fortune on its forthcoming 9-month tour of
the eastern Mediterranean, Suez Canal, the
Gulf, Cape Town and Chile.
My year will be concluded by a handingover ceremony to be held in the Guildhall
Club on 13th July, which, unlike previous
years, will be open to all liverymen and their
guests, and I hope this important event in
the Company’s year will be well attended, in
order that we can give the new team the best
possible start.
Jeremy Burgess Master, 2015-16 
___________________________________

Heraldic workshop
That canny City operator, Paul David Jagger,
author the Freemen’s Guide to the City, has
pulled off another coup. He has come up
with the idea of a workshop for anyone
interested in being armigerous. Its official title
is A Practical Guide to Petitioning for a Grant
of Arms. It takes the form of a reception,
presentation and hands-on workshop, with
two Heralds standing by to offer advice. No
knowledge of heraldry is required. The first
date in June has already sold out and a second
is being arranged for 19 September. But if that
list is also full you could always attend our
event at the College of Arms on 25 October
when you can glean a few tips from the
Master Designate and Garter King of Arms,
our Honorary Liveryman, Thomas Woodcock
CVO. 

‘At-last’ at RAF
Brize Norton
I first visited 70 Squadron in 2008 at RAF Lyneham when I
was able to fly a Hercules on a simulator; I am proud to say
I received a Certificate to announce that I had crashed it on
landing at Gibraltar! So it was with an anticipation of
repeat fun that I approached my visit to Brize Norton on
23rd March.
We were warmly welcomed by Wing Commander Simon
Boyle, the CO, who briefed us on the programme for the
day. First, a history of the Squadron – founded in 1916; the
centenary will be celebrated later this year. This was the
time when men in biplanes would shoot at enemy planes
with rifles in mid-air and drop bombs by hand over the
side. He enlarged on the development of aircraft in
general to the present time and gave us an outline of what
the A400M Atlas could achieve. The aircraft took a long
time in coming so was re-named “At-last” by the squadron.
The French air force had received their Atlases about a
year before the RAF so were ahead in their understanding
of it, then helped the RAF with training and as a result, with
much harder use of it, the RAF are now in the lead. It
seems that the aircraft is a complex piece of high-tech
machinery and the best way to get the most out of it is to
push it hard.
We all had lunch in the Officers’ Mess which I suddenly
recognised as I had been to a Squadron dinner there when
I was Master in 2012/13. We then visited the aircraft on the
tarmac but due to some technical reason or the weather we
couldn’t fly in it, which was a pity. But we all had a good
look inside and indeed the flight deck as well as outside.
The officers explaining the scope of the aircraft were
charming and helpful and with great patience answered
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every question I could think of.
The highlight of the visit, to me at any
rate, was our turn to fly the beast on the
simulator. At one point I felt as if I was
about to roll it over. At the flick of a switch
it could suddenly be night time, or the
weather could change dramatically. They
say it is harder to fly the simulator than the
real thing, so the training must be good.
It was a most interesting day out and
most enjoyable. Alas no certificates were
issued this time.
Henry Bedingfeld Past Master 

———————————————
And Liveryman John Bonham adds:
Brize Norton was opened in 1937 as a
training base. It is the largest RAF base in
the UK and is where Transport Command is
based. The Squadron should have around
22 of the new Atlas 400M aircraft—tactical
airlifters—by 2019, but for now only has a
few. The Atlas has four prop engines which
reduce the amount of dust and detritus
sucked into the engine—especially
important when flying into areas with basic
landing strips, such as Afghanistan and the
Gulf.
The plane carries 25 tonnes of stores and
equipment or 108 paratroopers, or a mix of
the two.
Wg Cdr Simon Boyle spoke about the
history of the Squadron and the
relationship with the Scriveners; he was
very grateful for all the support the
Company has given over the years and he
made it clear that he wanted to continue
arranging further visits with us.
A comprehensive programme had been
arranged taking in the Engineering Offices
and the Operations Room, the highlight
being the tour of the actual aircraft. We
were divided into three groups: the first
went into the cockpit, the second to the
cargo space and the third went round the
plane at ground level. But the flight
simulator proved to be the most hands-on
experience. We flew around ’Gibraltar’
changing seats every few minutes, with the
final landing being achieved by the Upper
Warden, Julia Hett.
Grateful thanks to Simon Boyle and all
his team for a superb day, with exceptional
hospitality. 

Spitbank Fort
Cont. from front page
As we approached we could begin to appreciate
the difficulties of building directly on the sea bed
a circular structure 50 yards in diameter with 15
foot thick granite walls.
After docking at a small metal grilled landing
stage it was a climb up two flights to the Gun
Deck (the alternative seeming to be being hauled
up by crane). There a welcome glass of bubbly
awaited us in the brick-lined bar where the hooks
for the defenders’ hammocks are still in place in
the walls. The party was then split into two
groups for a tour of the three floors of the Fort
which are arranged annularly around a central
courtyard well.
From the Top Deck there are magnificent 360˚
views of The Solent, Portsmouth & Southsea, and
the Isle of Wight from the comfort of the Crow’s
Nest Bar, or from the shelter provided by a former
gun-pit around the barbecue, or even from the
open air hot tub. Unfortunately none of us had
brought our swimming costumes to enable this
latter viewpoint to be fully enjoyed.
On the Gun Deck we saw some of the luxurious
suites located in former gun chambers. As such
the bedrooms are wedge-shaped in plan with
large windows in the former gun embrasures.
The Basement housed the Fort’s magazine and
is dark with two narrow ring-shaped passages, the
outer one allowing access to the bolt holes used
to secure additional protection against 19th
century naval guns. This added armour consisted
of twenty five inches of iron plate, wrought-iron
and teak sandwiched in layers. Nowadays this
floor contains an intimate bar and rooms for pool
and other indoor games, besides a cell reputedly
occupied by the ghost of a soldier who was killed
while manning one of the guns.
Back on the Gun Deck after further free time for
exploration the party enjoyed a convivial three
course lunch in the restaurant.
This was
accompanied by bottled ‘SPIT’ water drawn from
the Fort’s 401 feet deep well, supposedly fed by
water from the Alps. After this we adjourned to
the bar for coffee or tea.
When the time came to leave we waved
goodbye from the ferry to the Master and his
Lady who had voluntarily decided to stay
marooned overnight on the Fort. How sorry we
felt for them!

Chris Eyles is second from the right on the ferry with Clifford and
Sally Sturt and Win Eyles (far left) with the central courtyard below.

The Lord Mayor receives his quill pen at the
annual Mansion House lunch in December, an
occasion he referred to as “a delightful fixture in
the mayoral year”. (Photo by Gerald Sharp Photography)

Christopher Eyles Liveryman 
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A day at sea on our affiliate ship
told where we were heading)
and once at sea were treated to
a series of exercises which
included a helicopter exercise
and a “man overboard” rescue.
We were given a guided tour of
the ship, including the galley
and sleeping quarters, an explanation of the various weapons
systems and a tour of the
bridge.
For all of us privileged to be
on board the highlight of the
day was a visit to the operations
room in the depths of the ship
where a simulated attack on the
ship was staged, followed by appropriate evasive
action. This exercise, like every thing else we saw
demonstrated the skill, dedication and commitment
of all the crew.
HMS Portland is a happy ship ably commanded
by Captain Stroud. We returned to port after a day
(I think in the Western Approaches) well fed and
watered and reassured that the safety of the realm is
in good hands. However as the ship begins a seven
month deployment in the Atlantic undertaking maritime security operations, including counter-narcotics
and anti-piracy patrols, it is clear that our Royal
Navy is stretched to the limit.
As a Company we are most fortunate to enjoy this
afflation, which is reciprocated by the ship’s
company. Long may it continue.

During my year as Renter Warden I accepted an
invitation to the recommissioning of HMS Portland
at Devonport. This was due to take place in the
presence of a member of the royal family following
an extensive refit. Unfortunately, owing to technical
problems with her stabilisers, HMS Portland was
stuck in Rosyth Dockyard. Nevertheless the ceremony went ahead (without “the Royal”) and a good
time was had by all, although is was not the same
without the ship.
Consequently I was delighted to receive an
invitation (along with the Master and Tanya) from
Captain Paul Stroud (the current commanding
officer of HMS Portland) to a reception on board on
11 May 2016 followed by a day at sea, sailing from
Portland Port at 10.00 hrs and returning at 17.00
hrs.
HMS Portland was built on the Clyde and
commissioned into the Royal Navy in 2001. The ship
has several affiliations with organisations in the
Portland area including Portland Town Council, the
local RNLI and the Lifeboat College Poole and of
course the Scriveners Company.
Some 60 dignitaries attended a reception in the
helicopter hangar hosted by a very colourful
commodore (who frequently blew a whistle to call
order and told his guests “to shut up while I am
speaking to you” - all in jocular fashion)! As dusk
approached I looked at the White Ensign thinking
that it was about time it was lowered when four
Royal Marine drummers together with a detachment of naval
ratings performed a splendid
ceremony and drill for the lowering of the flag.
On leaving the port of Portland the next morning
we turned South West (I guessed, as we were not

Rev Michael Lovegrove IPM and Hon Chaplain 

Past Master to be honoured
by the Pope
Donald Jackson MVO,
Master in 1997/8 and
artistic
director/chief
calligrapher and illuminator of the St John’s
Bible project, is to be
granted a papal knighthood in the Order of St
Gregory the Great by
Cardinal
Vincent
Nichols on 15 June in a
special ceremony at Westminster Cathedral. A full
report will appear in the next issue. 
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New Freemen

Notarial notes

The Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants are
delighted to welcome the following new Freemen
and Liverymen:

These will be my last notes as the Company’s Notarial
Deputy, I would like to thank my colleagues as well as the
Company in general for their support during my tenure
and it is pleasing to report that the Company’s principal
profession of scrivener notary is in very good health.
Members of the notarial committee are at the moment
busy setting the examinations for the Company’s professional exams in July and the committee continues to keep
a close eye on all notarial affairs relating to the Company.
We are particularly looking forward to the annual Notarial
Lecture in a few weeks’ time. Scrivener notaries are
unique amongst common law notaries in being members
of the International Union of Notaries whose International
Conference, which is held every three years, is this year
taking place in Paris where the profession of scrivener
notary will be strongly represented. Scriveners have also
represented the profession this year in meetings held in
Quito, Podgorica, Salzburg, Paris and Edinburgh, which
highlights the international work and reputation of the
profession. I am looking forward to the Charter 400
anniversary year and to the continuance of the notarial
profession’s place at the heart of the Company where it
has been since the Company’s very beginnings in 1373,
when the Scrivener Martinus Seman, Imperial and Papal
notary, entered his name in the Company’s Register.

Elizabeth Weir Factor
(International Tax Counsel and author)
Michèle Daphne McCarthy
(Barrister and Solicitor, McCarthy Law, Toronto)
James Lionel Woolverton Miller
(Partner, Kilburn & Strode LLP, Patent and Trade
Mark Attorneys)

New Liverymen
Sara Helen Dodd
(Scrivener Notary, Cheeswrights)
Elizabeth Weir Factor
(International Tax Counsel and author)
Charles Ekeng Henshaw
(Scrivener Notary, John Venn & Sons)
Sarah Karen Mackie
(Scrivener Notary, Cheeswrights)
Michèle Daphne McCarthy
(Barrister and Solicitor, McCarthy Law, Toronto)
Nicholas Paul Sladden
(Head of Charities and Partner, Baker Tilly)

Edward Gardiner Notarial Deputy & Chairman, Notarial
Committee



New Liverymen Nick Sladden, Elizabeth Factor and Charles
Henshaw with the Master (above) and Sarah Mackie, Sara
Dodd and Michèle McCarthy (below).

The Notarial Deputy (above right) discussing the scrivener notary profession
in good company at the Lord Mayor’s Big Curry Lunch at Guildhall in April.

Our chief calligrapher, Michela Antonello (right), demonstrates
her skills to the students attending the Livery Schools Showcase
in the Old Library at Guildhall in March. (Photos by David Hodgkinson)
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Ravenna, anyone?

Dates for the diary

A Master’s Visit is being planned to Bologna and Ravenna
in May 2017, and it would be very useful to know as soon
as possible who might be interested in taking this trip to
a lovely part of Italy. The basic details are set out below. It
is planned to stay in a hotel in the heart of Bologna with
a multitude of restaurants and clubs within walking distance. The proposed dates are Friday 26—Monday 29
May 2017. The following tours will be available:.

Thursday 16 June:
Wilfrid Phillips Memorial Notarial Lecture
Friday 24 June:
Election of the Sheriffs followed by lunch at Tallow
Chandlers’ Hall
Wednesday 13 July:
Election Court at Guildhall followed by the Summer
Reception and Installation of Officers at the Guildhall
Club
Thursday 29 September:
Election of the Lord Mayor followed by lunch at
Innholders’ Hall
Tuesday 11 October:
Autumn Dinner at Apothecaries’ Hall
Tuesday 25 October:
Tour of the College of Arms with a reception to mark
the presentation of the Grant of Arms to the Master
Designate

1. Day tour of Ravenna with a licenced expert Ravenna
tour guide, exploring the fantastic world of Byzantine
mosaics. In addition, a visit to an archaeological site
where mosaics from an ancient Roman home have been
recently discovered and a walking tour of the city, including the tomb of Dante Alighieri.

Saturday 12 November:
Lord Mayor’s Show
Friday 25 November:
Curry lunch on HQS Wellington
Monday 28 November TBC:

2. A private tour of Bologna's gastronomic highlights,
including a wine-tasting with local winemakers and a visit
to Modena’s famous Old Vinegar Works, the home of
traditional balsamic vinegar.

Quill Pen Lunch at the Mansion House
Tuesday 13 December:
Carol Service at St Martin-within-Ludgate

The proposed cost, not including flights, is in the region
of £395 per person for 3 nights’ accommodation on a
bed and breakfast basis (single supplement £30). This
includes the tours and an evening meal on the last night.

Thursday 26 January:
Anniversary Dinner to celebrate the granting of the
Royal Charter in 1617
Tuesday 28 February:

Please let the Clerk have expressions of interest as
soon as you can. We will have to make the bookings
over the summer break to achieve the best prices. 

Musical evening and reception including a
performance of The Skryveners’ Play

______________________________________________________

Wool
worth it
Liveryman Tom
Drake MBE was
voted the Best
Dressed Shepherd
at the charity
Sheep Drive over
London Bridge
last year. It will
happen again on
Sunday 25 Sept.
Mutton chops
optional. 

Cdt Cpl Kiyan Zarrinchang-Fard of 329 (Finsbury) Sqn ATC won
this year’s Scriveners’ Prize for Best Academic Achievement, seen
here with his CO, Flt Lt Cydonie Riley and Sheriff Christine Rigden.
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Necessitous members

Obituary

In October last year the Dean of St Paul’s invited the
chaplains of all the livery companies to a meeting. Some
forty clerics attended and we considered how best we
could serve those companies who had appointed us—in
short there was a lengthy discussion on the pastoral role
of the chaplain.
By coincidence, at a Court meeting soon after, Past
Master Robert Millett explained his idea of appointing a
Company almoner. The Company is a fraternity as well as
a membership society, and should be able to help any
Scriveners or their families in need of financial assistance
or simple human kindness. Indeed, that was the fundamental purpose of the Sexcentenary Charity Fund, and—
as mentioned in the last issue of the newsletter—the
Pedder Charitable Trust, which likewise exists to help
‘necessitous members’ and their families. The idea was
approved in principle by the Court.
From a historical perspective the welfare of members,
both spiritual and material, has always been a major concern. Members received help in sickness and in many
cases almshouses were established. This need has diminished with the advent of the welfare state and our charitable activities are now centred on a range of worthy
causes—but we should not lose sight of the fact that
there may still be those who would benefit from a
helping hand, either financial and otherwise.
Unlike a local club or church congregation, our
members are spread across the UK and overseas, and
obtaining information without embarrassment is not
easy. It is often a simple passing remark that alerts me, or
the Clerk, to someone who might be in need. As your
Chaplain I am in a privileged position and members share
things with me in confidence. In such cases it would be
inappropriate to report to the Court, so I would ask that
we all keep our ears open and report to me, or to the
Clerk, in confidence, any cases where there may be a
need to make contact with someone.
We will keep the question of members’ welfare under
review, but in the meantime if anyone feels that they
have the time and skills to take on the role of ‘almoner’,
the Clerk or I would be most interested to hear from you.

Colonel DONALD RALPH PUDNEY
13 May 1927 - 5 January 2016
Donald Pudney was a
former senior Cabinet
official in Bermuda
and the last officer to
be commissioned into
the British Army in
the Second World
War. He served in
Korea and claimed ‘to
have been shot at in
most parts of the
world’. He retired
from the Army in
1971 and moved to
Bermuda, where he held several administrative posts
before moving to the Cabinet Office under the leadership of Sir John Swan. He had one of the world’s
best classic toy soldier collections, which featured
over 9000 figures, and was an authority on British
regiments. According to a colleague, ‘he never drank
much water’ because he knew ‘what fish do in it’.
Donald finally retired to Topsham in Devon,
having become a Liveryman of the Scriveners
Company in 2001. We send our warmest wishes to
his widow, June, who is now a Companion of the
Company.
—————————————————————

Rev Michael Lovegrove IPM and Hon Chaplain 
—————————————————————

The Renter Warden with the principal guest, David
Moorhouse CBE, at the Spring Dinner held at Trinity
House in April. The highlights of the evening were Mr
Moorhouse’s speech, offering a comparison of the
state of the shipping industry with his annual medical
examination (to much sustained laughter) and a performance of the ‘Post Horn Galop’ (sic) by the Royal
Marines Association brass quartet, which attracted no
less than six rounds of applause. 

The winners of our Handwriting Competition with the Sheriffs at the Old
Bailey. We also presented our prize to the ATC Cadet of the Year (see p 7).
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