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The Master’s Arms Unveiled

Photo by PM Nigel Ready

I

All those memories came flooding back to me as some
sixty scriveners and their guests gathered in the Earl
Marshall’s Court on Tuesday 25 October 2016 for the
presentation of a grant of arms to our Master Julia Hett.
Another tradition of the College is that the porter’s wife
provides refreshments at receptions of this kind. There has
recently been a change of porter and I wondered if our food
would be of the usual high standard. It was, and we were
exceedingly “well fed and watered” with Garter King of
Arms, his Officers and our Clerk acting as excellent waiters!

have vivid childhood memories of The Lord Mayor’s
show viewed from the College of Arms as the
procession passed along Queen Victoria Street. In
those days the Officers of the College invited their families
and the families of staff members to enjoy the show from
the balcony of the College or through its windows on an
inclement day. My father was Clerk of the Records and
Head Scrivener and so I was invited. As children we would
often sneak away and take great delight in playing in the
Earl Marshall’s Court and sitting on his “Throne” as we
called it.
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From the pen of the
Master

M

y Mastership started with what might be termed
a flair as well as a flare! The flair was the
innovation of having the Master’s installation at
the summer reception for all to see, instead of only the
Court, together with the blessing of the new Master’s gown,
and the flare were the flames of the Festival of the Great Fire
350 – London’s Burning!
The Scriveners Company supported the Great Fire 350
project and, as Master, I was offered a behind the scenes
tour of the making of the model of the City of London
buildings at the workshop on George V Dock. Anybody
interested in carpentry would have found this fascinating!
The buildings were built, in skeleton form, by young
unemployed people supervised by professionals, and were
similar to half-timbered buildings seen today. When
completed the whole project was towed on two huge barges
up the Thames to be placed by Blackfriars Bridge ready to be
set on fire on Sunday 4 September, the nearest suitable date
to when the Fire of 1666 started.
On the Friday before an Afternoon Tea was held at the
Mansion House with the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress to
which were invited not only the Masters of the Livery
Companies which had supported the event but also
representatives of the towns and parishes which raised
money for the relief of distress of the people of London after
the Fire. I was very impressed by this idea and was amazed
to meet representatives from Carlisle to Cornwall and East
Anglia to Kent.
On the day of London’s Burning 2016 I attended a
reception held at the J.P. Morgan building after which we
were invited to cross the road to a reserved place on the
Embankment. Being a keen photographer I asked where I
could get good photographs and instead was directed to the
6th Floor. Once there I entered a room, empty except for
staff, laid out for guests. Nothing daunted, I showed my
Master’s Badge and proceeded to the window to get a good
view. The room filled up with guests including the Lord
Mayor and Lady Mayoress – I quietly kept my position and
was able to have a bird’s eye view of the whole burning
procedure!
Other events in September included the 50th Anniversary
Party of Sir John Cass Red Coat School in Stepney, where I
was joined by Court Assistant Jonathan Coutts and the Air
Cadets’ London Wing Field Day and Parade at Woolwich
Barracks, where I joined in with the archery!
The diverse occasions where I have continued to
represent the Scriveners include the presentations of the
Shrieval Chains of Offices to Alderman and Sheriff-Elect
Peter Estlin and Alderman and Sheriff-Elect William Russell

The Master at St Paul’s Cathedral with the chorister
we support, Benedict King.

at Ironmongers’ Hall and Haberdashers’ Hall respectively,
and a Choral Evensong at St. Paul’s Cathedral with a recital
by the choristers. The Heraldry Society held their annual
Scriveners’ Company Lecture which I attended and I also
attended the Fuellers’ Company Annual Energy Lecture.
A very special occasion is the procession of the Masters
in full regalia at the Election of the Lord Mayor in the
Guildhall held on 29 September and followed by an
excellent lunch at Innholders’ Hall.
October started with another Masters’ procession at the
Musicians’ Company’s Annual Evensong in St. Paul’s, soon
followed by a trip, with the Clerk, to York, as guests of the
Guild of Scriveners of the City of York at their Annual
Dinner. This is a good opportunity to get together with our
fellow Guild and we reciprocate by inviting their Master
and Clerk to one of our Dinners. Our own Autumn Dinner
at the Apothecaries’ Hall was followed by the Mercers’
Livery Concert in their Hall and the City of London Girls
School Prize Day in the presence of the Lord Mayor. A
chance to enjoy the Freemasons’ Hall came with the
London Air Ambulance reception held to encourage
support of a second ambulance helicopter, followed by the
Art Scholars’ Annual Mithras Lecture—this year given by
James Stourton on the life of Kenneth Clark of Civilisation at
Goldsmiths’ Hall.
I was encouraged to see so many members at the College
of Arms for the display of the documents relating to the
Scriveners and the presentation of my own Armorial
Bearings. The end of October saw two more visits to the
Apothecaries’ Hall, their own Court Dinner and a reception
for the Imperial Society of Knights Bachelor after their
Annual Service in the Crypt of St. Paul’s. November
brought another visit to the Sir John Cass School for their
Prize Day. The Head Teacher and I were delighted to
discover that he was born in Northern Ireland close to
where I used to go fishing with my uncle on Lough Erne!
On 7 November there was a breakfast reception for all
Masters in the Crypt of St. Paul’s before we joined with the
Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, the Dean and
representatives of the Royal British Legion to plant crosses
in the Garden of Remembrance.
Cont. on page 4…
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Donald Jackson
honoured by
Pope Francis

A

s many of you will know, Past Master Donald
Jackson devoted thirteen years of his life to
the creation of the first new hand-inscribed
and hand-illuminated version of The Bible. It was
commissioned by St John’s Abbey and University in
Collegeville, Minnesota, and has astounded people
around the world with its bold and imaginative
depiction of key biblical events and its wonderful
calligraphy. Donald had a team of people working
with him to complete this extraordinary work, but his
was the overall vision. The result is described by St
John’s thus:
“The St John’s Bible is a Bible for the 21st century.
Strands of DNA and magnified images of viruses under the
microscope are woven into illuminations. Satellite photos of
the Ganges river delta and photos from the Hubble telescope
are used to depict creation. Images of contemporary
ecological destruction find their place alongside period
images from celestial charts and sculpted creatures that stood
at the doors of ancient buildings in Babylon. The imagery,
like the text, is alive and constantly rewards the modern day
seeker.”
There is an authorised facsimile in the Church of St
Martin-in-the–Fields, which at one time was, and
perhaps still is, the only authorised facsimile in
England. The word ‘facsimile’ may give the wrong
impression. It looks nothing like a copy. The
reproduction process is so sophisticated that one
would be hard pressed to tell it from the original.
Each edition of the St John’s Bible is in seven large
volumes and contains a total of 1,150 pages with 160
major illuminations. On the pages displayed in the
photograph is Donald’s ‘Vision of the New Jerusalem’
in the Book of Revelation in the final volume. This
was on display on the occasion of Donald’s induction
into the Order of St Gregory the Great, a papal
knighthood which is one of the highest honours that
the Catholic Church can confer upon a lay person.
The ceremony was conducted by Cardinal Vincent
Nichols at Westminster Cathedral on 15 June. The
Master, Jeremy Burgess, the Honorary Chaplain and
the Clerk were privileged to be invited to the
ceremony and to the reception afterwards. It was a
unique and very special occasion.
Despite the fact that since the completion of the
Bible, Donald has spent a lot of time travelling the

Pope Francis receiving the final volume of The St John's
Bible at the Vatican in April 2015. He “gestured in praise and
thanksgiving when he saw Letters and Revelation's ‘The
Vision of the New Jerusalem’”.
Photo ©L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO

world to talk about the project, he has nevertheless
promised us an evening in London when Scriveners and
calligraphers will be able not only to see the Bible at
first hand but to ask questions of the maestro. Some will
recall the talk Donald gave as he started work on this
gargantuan task in 1998, when he was Master, and
when he showed us some initial sketches. Those were
impressive enough. The finished work almost defies
definition.

In the Westminster Cathedral magazine, Oremus,
Donald was asked why he had used quills and vellum,
and his answer is significant. “Because,” he said, “they
can express feelings. The handwritten words contain
the emotions of their maker. We are immersed in the
words. The beauty and energy of the forms adds value
to the words. The goose quill pen can be like a bow
drawn across the strings of a violin.” Long may the
music continue. 
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The Master’s Arms
Cont. from front page

In welcoming us, Garter (Thomas Woodcock CVO) gave
us a brief sketch of the history of the College. During his
talk he reminded us that the College was destroyed during
the Great Fire of London but that all of its library and
historical documents were saved by the sterling efforts of a
gang of Thames Watermen who took the entire collection
to the river and rowed to safety.
Garter had thoughtfully organised a display of
documents of particular interest to the Scriveners
Company. These included the College’s original record of
our Grant of Arms. Garter reminded us that the Company
first had authority to use armorial bearings by virtue of a
grant made by Sir Richard St George, Clarenceux King of
Arms, on 11 November 1634, as a result of a petition
submitted by Charles Yeoman, Master, and William
Alexander and Stephen King, Wardens.
Garter also drew attention to the long association
between the College and our Company. As well as drawing
attention to my father who was a Scrivener, reference was
made to other more recent connections including Past
Master Sir Henry Bedingfeld, who was Norroy and Ulster
King of Arms, and to another of our members, Mary Rose
Rogers MBE.
Then came the presentation itself. The Grant sat on an
easel covered by a velvet cloth and we waited with eager
anticipation for its unveiling. As the cloth was removed a
gasp of delight was heard as the wonderful work of the
heraldic artists and the scrivener were revealed. I had the
opportunity for a talk with Sally Mangum (my father’s
successor but one) who was the scrivener responsible for
this remarkable piece of work. My wife and I intend to
invite her to lunch to show her some examples of my
father’s work (and perhaps ask her to consider applying for
the Freedom of our Company).
In thanking us for sharing in this special occasion, the
Master went on to explain the significance of the heraldic
symbols featured, and to the uninitiated explained that
arms granted to women in their own right differed from
those granted to men because “women did not carry
shields”. I saw some puzzled looks amongst our guests but
nods of approval from members of the Heraldry Society!
I will not attempt to describe the arms but for the many
heraldic experts among our livery will simply set out the
blazon which reads as follows:

The new Atlas 400 in which the Master was whisked to Cornwall and
back, and the London’s Burning model of the City being floated along
the Thames prior to being ceremonially set on fire. Photos by the Master

From the pen of the Master
Cont. from page 2

There are more dinners, lectures and receptions to
record including the City of London School’s excellent
production of Jesus Christ Superstar and our own Quill Pen
Lunch at the Mansion House, where we present the Lord
Mayor with the quill pen with which signed himself into
office at the Silent Ceremony (see pictures on back page).
I would also like to flag up the excellent Curry Lunch on
board the HQS Wellington. The Scriveners only get two
opportunities a year to make up a table, and it is a splendid
way to enjoy the ship and the on-board hospitality.
However, I would like to end with how your Master
nearly, but not quite, took part in the Lord Mayor’s Show!
This year our affiliated RAF Squadron based at Brize
Norton was asked to supply the flypast at the Lord Mayor’s
Show using their newest transport aircraft, the Atlas 400.
Those of us who visited Brize Norton earlier this year will
remember it well! Simon Boyle, the Wing Commander,
thought it appropriate to ask if the Master would like to
have a seat in the cockpit for the occasion. I don’t think I
have ever replied to an email so fast and in capital letters!
Sadly, on the day the cloud was too low to safely fly over
London - as the Squadron Leader said, “We don’t want to
hit the Shard”.
Nevertheless, we did go up, above the clouds, and I was
treated to manoeuvres over Cornwall practising “bumps” or
near landings at Newquay Airport, where in spite of the
wheels being down we shot back up into the air at the last
possible moment!
Julia Hett Master, 2016-17 

Arms: Or on a Chevron between three Lion's Heads erased at the neck
Gules three Catharine Wheels Or. Badge: A Quill Pen in bend sinister
Argent quilled Or surmounted by an Aberdeen Angus Bull's Head affronty
couped at the neck and turning to the dexter Sable its nose ringed Argent.
Crest: (to be borne and used together with the said Arms by the other
descendants of her said late father) A demi Catharine Wheel Or on the
top thereof a Lion's Head erased Gules.

The Master is to be congratulated not only upon her
‘achievement’ but also upon a very enjoyable evening.
Rev’d Michael Lovegrove Past Master and Hon Chaplain 
4

New officers installed in public view

The Company’s newly installed officers, L to R, the Upper Warden, David Philip FCA, the Master, Julia Hett BA
(Hons), the Renter Warden, Edward Gardiner, and the Notarial Deputy, Richard Saville MA. Photo: Chris Alderman

A

at Birkbeck College, London University. As she says, she has
“done so many things in her life” and these include: working
for Sotheby’s in the Watercolour Department and for the
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, being a travelling information officer for the National Trust, a tutor in
Antiques for the Inner London Education Authority, and
assistant to the Director of the Weald and Downland Open
Air Museum in Sussex. She also trained as an Assistant
Instructor for the British Horse Society and was involved
with breeding pedigree Aberdeen Angus cattle on the family
farm. In her spare time she runs a small madrigal group and
enjoys travelling the world, going to the theatre and discovering the English countryside. She is distantly related to a
former Lord Mayor, a current Sheriff, and probably a few
more dignitaries besides (she seems to have second or third
cousins once or twice removed almost everywhere you
look), so her City credentials are impeccable.
David Philip, the new Upper Warden, is a retired Finance
Director for the Royal Museums Greenwich, and the former
Notarial Deputy, Edward Gardiner, a partner in
Cheeswrights, was installed as the Renter Warden. The new
Notarial Deputy, Richard Saville, heads another scrivener
notary firm, Saville & Co.
After the ceremonial, the robes were safely gathered in by
the Beadle, and guests sat down to a grand summer buffet.


s mentioned by the Master elsewhere in this
newsletter, we introduced an innovation in the
ceremonial for the installation of the new Master,
Wardens and Notarial Deputy this year. Hitherto, this had
always taken place towards the end of the Election Court
Meeting and was therefore restricted to the eyes of the
Court only. It was decided that it would be a nice idea to
include all those patiently gathered for the Summer Reception and, as we were unable to be on HQS Wellington this
year, the reception and installation took place in the Guildhall Club.
The Honorary Chaplain first blessed the resplendent
new Master’s gown and the Clerk then conducted the usual
installation procedure for the new officers in turn, each of
them swearing the Masters’ and Wardens’ Oath, with
Company members and guests looking on. They presumably found nothing of any great surprise or alarm, but all
seemed very pleased to have been able to witness the handover of annual power and authority.
The Master, Julia Hett, worked for 28 years at the
College of Arms as a research assistant. As many of the
Heralds in that era were Scriveners, including three
Masters of the Company - John Brooke-Little, Michael
Maclagan and Sir Colin Cole - it is not surprising that in
1990 Julia became a Scrivener herself. During that time she
studied for a Degree in Medieval and Early Modern History
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New Freemen

Notarial notes

The Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants are
delighted to welcome the following new Freemen:

As the new Notarial Deputy it is my great pleasure to thank my
predecessor Edward Gardiner, who is now Renter Warden, for
all of the work and time he has already devoted to the notarial
profession and to the Scriveners Company. Among the highlights
of his last year was the excellent Wilfrid Phillips Notarial Lecture
which he organised and which was given by Prof. Nora van
Oostrom on the future of the legal system in Europe.
Past Masters Nigel Ready and Bill Kennair, together with
Edward Gardiner, represented the profession of scrivener notary
at the 28th International Congress of the International Union of
Notaries held in Paris in October. Themes discussed at the
Congress included electronic notarial acts as well as enhancing the
trust placed in notarial intervention, and Past Master Ready was a
speaker at the prestigious International Forum on the new
European regulation on international successions and third States
which was held at the conclusion of the Congress.
Next summer Edward is also organising a Notarial Lecture to
be given by Prof. Marie Gore from Paris, who will speak on the
private international law implications of Brexit. Members of the
Notarial Committee are engaged in setting exams for this January
and in producing responses to such matters as proposals from the
Legal Services Board for a Notarial Code of Practice and for
Entity Regulation. For the 400th Anniversary Dinner, the Notarial
Committee are inviting a range of distinguished notary guests
from the UK and abroad.
Richard Saville Notarial Deputy & Chairman, Notarial Committee 

Leslie Jason Cuthbert (12.10.16)
(Tribunal Judge & Recorder of the Crown Court)

Dominic Francis John Cheetham (13.7.16)
(Doctor of Chiropractic)

New Court Assistants
The following Liverymen have been elected to the
Court of Assistants since April 2015:

Alisa Grafton (29.4.15)
(Partner, Cheeswrights)

John Edward Gerald Anthony Toth
(4.11.15)
(Partner, Trusts & Estates, Ashfords)

Luis Neil Hyde-Vaamonde (13.7.16)
(Partner, Cheeswrights)

Paul Richard Williams (8.11.16)
(Barrister, Company Legal Adviser)
———————–——————————

A letter from The Queen
In early September we received a letter from Buckingham Palace dated 31 August 2016. It reads as follows:
Dear Mr Cole
The Queen has asked me to convey her thanks
for the message you have sent on behalf of the
Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants of the
Worshipful Company of Scriveners of the City
of London on the occasion of Her Majesty’s
ninetieth birthday.

Commemorative goblets for the 400th
As part of the 400th anniversary celebrations, the Court has commissioned a hundred pairs of engraved commemorative wine
goblets, which are now available for purchase at £40 per pair
including VAT. This also includes a donation to the Charity Fund.
They are each engraved with the Company Arms on one side and
the name of the Company and ‘Royal Charter 1617-2017’ on the
other. They come in a satin-lined presentation box. An order
form is enclosed with this newsletter.
New versions of the two Scriveners’ ties will also be available
in the new year. The blue and gold colours of the original tie will
now be much closer to the Company colours and the
quality will be significantly higher with improved detailing of the heraldic devices. Price to be decided.
—————————–—————

The Queen was pleased to
be reminded of the gift of a
pen presented to her by the
Company at the time of the
Coronation.

————————–—————————————

Your kind words were
greatly appreciated and, in
return, Her Majesty has
asked me to send her warm
good wishes to you and all
concerned.
Yours sincerely
Christopher Sandamas
Chief Clerk to The Queen
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Last call for Ravenna

Dates for the diary

The Master’s Visit to Bologna and Ravenna in May 2017, is
now well into its final planning stages and anyone who has
not yet paid their deposit will risk losing out unless they
take speedy action! Fifteen people have booked so far, with
one or two more in the pipeline. Don’t delay! It is planned
to stay in a hotel in the heart of Bologna with a multitude
of restaurants and clubs within walking distance. As well
as a tour of the gastronomic highlights of Bologna itself,
including a wine tasting with local winemakers and a visit
to Modena’s famous Old Vinegar Works, the home of
traditional balsamic vinegar, there will be a visit to explore
the fantastic world of Byzantine mosaics in Ravenna.

Thursday 26 January:
Anniversary Dinner to celebrate the granting of the
Royal Charter in 1617
Tuesday 28 February:
Sheriffs’ Quill Pen Reception, with a programme of
music and a performance of the Skryveners’ Play, The
Incredulity of St. Thomas
Friday 31 March:
United Guilds Service and lunch at Apothecaries’ Hall
Friday 21 April:
Curry lunch on board HQS Wellington

The dates are Friday 26—Monday 29 May 2017 

Friday 26—Monday 29 May:
Master’s trip to Bologna and Ravenna

_____________________________________________________

Friday 23—Saturday 24 June:

And speaking of ties…

Heritage Skills Festival at Lincoln Cathedral
Monday 26 June:

While on the subject of new ties (see facing page), it might
be worthwhile clarifying the difference between our two
ties for newer members. Some think that the gold and blue
striped tie is the ‘country’ version, which certainly accords
with the practice of some companies, but this is not in fact
the case. It is the original Scriveners tie, suitable for all
Scrivener occasions (except formal dinners of course). It
was designed by John Brooke-Little, a Past Master of the
Company, and also a former Norroy & Ulster King of
Arms. It is also the case that the colours of the current tie
are very similar to what is, I believe, the ‘country’ version
of the Distillers’ tie (which might have caused some confusion).
The darker blue tie with the eagle device was designed
subsequently by former Scrivener Mervyn de Calcina Goff
as a more sober ‘City’ version, and is sometimes referred
to as the City tie, as it is very much in line with other livery
and club ties of the navy blue variety. This is also possibly
where the notion of a country tie originates. We are similar
to the MCC in having a full colour tie and a dark blue
‘City’ version, both of equal status.
There was also a Scriveners’ bow tie, but the colours
were so far from reflecting the Company colours (the blue
is almost silver) that we have ceased stocking it. If bow-tie
wearers clamour loudly enough we might consider a redesign, but the take-up would have to be substantial to
make it financially viable.
A final note on ties—yes, teaching Grandma to suck
eggs again—and more particularly the white and black
varieties. Any new members (and perhaps some established
ones too) who are unfamiliar with formal dress codes
should note that ‘black tie’ means a dinner jacket with a
black bow tie, and ‘white tie’ means full evening dress with
a tailcoat, wing-collar shirt, white waistcoat and white bow
tie. A white bow tie should never, ever, be worn with a
dinner jacket. You cannot dress ‘white tie’ simply by substituting a white bow tie for a black with your dinner
jacket! Here endeth the lesson… 

Election of Sheriffs followed by lunch at Tallow
Chandlers’ Hall
Tuesday 18 July:
Election Court and Summer Reception with the
Installation of new Officers
Wednesday 11 October:
Livery Dinner at Painters’ Hall
Please note that new events will be added throughout the
course of the year. Do check at www.scriveners.org.uk!

Line up for the Autumn Dinner
The Autumn Dinner took place at Apothecaries’ Hall on 11
October. The top table guests shown with the Master and
Wardens included (L to R) Lt Col Tim Smart, CO The London Regiment; the Master Chartered Secretary; the Master
Apothecary; Lord Lyon King of Arms, the principal guest;
the Master Stationer; the Master Glover and Garter King of
Arms. Lord Lyon gave a stirring speech, making appropriate
reference to the portrait of James I/VI, which hangs in the
Hall, it of course being King James who granted our Charter
in 1617, which event is being roundly celebrated in 2017. 
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A quill pen! The last
thing I expected...

state of readiness and Force Protection 24 hours a day,
ready to respond at a moment’s notice to either terrorist
or aggressive Iranian activity.
On leaving the Gulf we escorted the minecountermeasures vessels HMS MIDDLETON and HMS
BANGOR safely through the Strait of Hormuz, and
emerged once more into the Indian Ocean and the south
west monsoon, where we switched to Combined Task
Force 150, initially under the command of a Royal Navy
staff but subsequently commanded by the Pakistani Navy.
With a much more focused remit of counter-terrorism and
counter-narcotics, this period saw us hunting larger cargo
dhows in challenging weather conditions, over a vast area
that stretched thousands of miles from the Gulf of Oman
in the north, to the coast of Tanzania south of the equator.
Notable highlights of this period included a major, multinational anti-submarine exercise, involving US, Australian
and French maritime forces, and a dramatic night time
sprint in heavy weather to assist in the rescue of 15 Iranian
sailors, whose fishing dhow sank in the stormy conditions;
happily all survived.
Operations at sea were interspersed with a number of
port visits to Abu Dhabi, Muscat and Dar-es-Salaam,
where we undertook defence or diplomatic engagement,
refuelled, conducted repairs, and allowed the Ship’s Company rest and recuperation when the opportunity arose.
When we crossed the equator southbound on 12 September, the appropriate ceremonies were observed in full to
honour King Neptune, with upwards of 70 percent of the
Ship’s company requiring initiation into his realm, and
myself strangely needing to be initiated for a second time!
Departure from Dar-es-Salaam marked the end of our
time in the Operation KIPION Joint Operations Area, and
a blessed end to the extreme temperatures of the region.
After a short courtesy visit to Durban, we proceeded
around Cape Aghulas at the southern tip of Africa to make
our way to Simonstown at the beginning of October, for a
much-needed mid-deployment maintenance period.
At the beginning of November we steamed west into
the South Atlantic, to commence the aptly named Atlantic
Patrol Task (South). However we had barely acclimatised
ourselves to the distinctly cooler temperatures of the high
southerly latitudes, when we were obliged to render medical assistance to the incredibly remote island community of
Tristan Da Cunha. This necessitated embarking by
helicopter a critically ill patient, his wife and three-year
old daughter, for a fast passage to South America and a
properly equipped hospital.
As I write now we have just entered the Pacific Ocean,
en route to our next port of call on the west coast of
Chile. Our passage here took us through the stunningly
picturesque but tortuous and navigationally challenging
channels of the Strait of Magellan and the Patagonian
Canals. Snow capped mountains, glaciers, sheer-sided
cliffs and friendly wildlife such as whales, seals and dolphins, characterised our passage. This was thoroughly
enjoyed by all, and the Ship’s Company are in good heart.
Capt Paul Stroude RN CO, HMS Portland, our affiliate ship.

The Lord Mayor adds a second quill pen to his collection at the splendid
Quill Pen Lunch at Mansion House on 23 November while, below, he is seen
in rather more formal mode before lunch with the Lady Mayoress, Sheriff
Peter Estlin and Mrs Estlin, the Master, Wardens, Notarial Deputy and the
Reverend Canon Chris Bishop, who was standing in for the Hon Chaplain,
who was indisposed.
Photos: Gerald Sharp Photography

A letter from Portland
With HMS PORTLAND well into the second half of her
nine-month deployment, and now operating in a very different theatre, having swapped the heat and dust of the Middle
East for the jagged ice-capped peaks of Patagonia in far South
America, now seems a suitable time to update you on our
many travels and varied activities.
When I last wrote we were alongside Bahrain, in the
midst of the Arabian Gulf summer, completing a series of
briefings and some defect rectification in advance of commencing operations in earnest. These began under the command of the Kuwaiti-led Combined Task Force 152, which
saw us working with our American and Gulf Co-operation
Council allies to tackle the smuggling of fuel, weapons or
people inside the Gulf. Typically this involved our boarding
teams visiting local dhows between dawn and dusk, to examine cargos and exchange information, both to gather intelligence on patterns of life and to reassure the maritime
community. All the while the Ship maintained the highest
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