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A Freedom at the Mansion House
It was a little early for Christmas perhaps, as the annual Quill
Pen Lunch took place in the last week of November, but the
Lord Mayor certainly seemed pleased with his gifts from the
Scriveners. There no surprises, of course—he’d even seen the
main gift before, when he signed himself into office—but he
now has a souvenir of the Silent Ceremony that will serve to
remind him of the start of his mayoral year.

and is completing his ab initio pilot
training. He is clearly not one to sit at a
desk with a quill in his hand for too long.
We also welcomed Sheriff Fiona Adler
and her consort Mr David Moss. An
extract from the Lord Mayor’s address to
the Company can be read on page 7. 

The Master also presented him with the customary cheque
towards the Lord Mayor’s Appeal and the Lady Mayoress
received one of the new Scriveners’ fountain pens.
As always, it was a very convivial occasion, affording us
another opportunity to sample Mansion House hospitality in
the Old Ballroom on the second floor, and it was unique in that
Mr Allan Kill was sworn in as a Freeman immediately following
the lunch and is, to this Clerk’s knowledge, the first Scrivener to
be accorded the distinction of being admitted to the Company
in the Lord Mayor’s residence. That he looked a little bemused
was perhaps to be expected, especially as the Lord Mayor gave
him a personal mention in his address. Allan was proposed by
Past Master Bill Kennair and is the Managing Director of a civil
engineering company; he enjoys fly fishing and motorcycling,
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the regulatory changes facing the shipping industry
were debated. My early training as a marine
underwriter at Lloyd’s of London meant that this
was of particular interest to me and I was delighted
to have been invited.
Another ‘secular’ event with a maritime flavour
was a Company visit to the “Cutty Sark” thanks to
There is nothing unusual about a priest in the
the good offices of Court Assistant David Philip. You
Church of England conducting a wedding - in fact
will find details elsewhere of other planned events
in my home parish of Saffron Walden we conduct
such as a visit to Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre and a
about eighty weddings a year. More unusual is the
City Walk which are in addition to our regular
marriage of a liveryman by the Master of his
annual events such as our Autumn and Spring
company. It was my privilege to conduct the
Dinners, The Quill Pen Lunch, the Lord Mayor’s
wedding of Michael Pisapia and his bride last
Show and so on.
autumn in our adopted church of St Martin-withinI am encouraged that many of these events have
Ludgate. A notable first in the annals of our
been either fully- or over-subscribed. One exception
Company? It was a happy occasion and Michael
has been the trip to Vienna where the take-up has
and Melissa attended our Autumn Dinner the next
been less than expected but nevertheless ten of us
day. Michael brought as his guest our former Clerk,
will make a trip to that beautiful city in May.
Paul Elliot who acted as official photographer at
One impression I have gained as Master is that
the wedding.
our programme of events
At my installation I
is considerably more
explained that it was my
extensive than is the case
intention to have a good
with many other livery
mix of the ‘sacred’ and
companies and I am
the ‘secular’ during my
grateful to Giles and Dian
term of office to reflect
for the back-up which
my career in the financial
they provide.
City of London and my
Another
impression
calling as a priest. We
which
I
have
formed is
began the year with an
that
the
Scriveners
excellent
tour
of
Company is held in high
Westminster Abbey led
regard within The City
by The Dean which was
fraternity. One indication
heavily over subscribedMichael and Melissa Pisapia are pictured with
of this is that owing to
apologies to those who
the
Master
and
the
principal
guest
at
the
prior engagements I
were unable to attend.
Autumn Dinner, the Bishop of Chelmsford.
have had to decline
As a guest of the
rather more invitations
Painter-Stainers
I
than
I
would
have
wished.
attended “The Feast of St Luke” and I represented
I am writing this piece at the beginning of Lent.
the Company at the licensing of Reverend
For the Christian this is a time for reviewing our
Prebendary Rose Hudson-Wilkin (the Speaker’s
spiritual life, our witness and our ministry; how far
Chaplain) to St Mary-at-Hill in the City of London. I
we have come and how best we can move forward.
joined a large gathering at The Temple Church for
It is also traditionally a time of self denial which will
Choral Evensong at “Candlemas” followed by an
prove difficult for me as the invitations to dine
excellent lecture on “The Temple and Magna
continue to pour in! But I will use the time in
Carta”. I have also been involved in several services
relation to the Scriveners Company to reflect on
and fundraising events at Southwark Cathedral as
how far we have come and how best we can move
Master Scrivener. These activities were in addition
forward.
to our regular church events such as our annual
In the meantime I hope you all have—or had, by
Carol Service.
the time you read this—a happy and blessed Easter.
The London Shipping Law Centre held a debate
The Rev’d Michael Lovegrove Master, 2014-15 
and Gala dinner at The Savoy last November when

From the pen of the Master
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A visit to the Cutty Sark

In November, Court Assistant David Philip arranged a very
successful visit to the splendidly restored Cutty Sark at
Greenwich. We began with tea and cookies in the café and
thence to an introductory talk by the Curator of the Cutty
Sark, Jessica Lewis, in the Dry Berth—in other words directly
under the gleaming hull of the ship, which is now
suspended from above rather than resting on blocks.
We then split into two groups and were given a guided
tour of the ship, which included everything apart from
climbing the rigging. It had got dark by the time we
clambered ‘ashore’ again and there was no more appealing
sight than a brightly lit restaurant, very handily placed a
minute’s walk away, to which we repaired for a meal of
high-class burgers and some intriguingly named beers.
David’s connections at the National Maritime Museum
are proving a boon to the Company—first we had the
Royal River Exhibition in 2012 and now this fascinating
insight not only into the age of the tea clipper, but also the
modern restoration of the Cutty Sark after the fire which
damaged it so severely.
As an added bonus, the visit raised £240 for the
Sexcentenary Charity Fund. Where practicable we try to
include a charitable donation when an event is instigated
by the Charity Sub-Committee and this helps to keep the
fundraising ticking along through the year. 

… and tea with the Dean
The Master also has some very useful contacts at places of interest through his
daughter, Eleanor, who is the Press and
Communications Officer for Westminster
Abbey. From this happy chain of communication emerged an extremely popular
visit to the Abbey last September. Not only
did Scriveners have the rare opportunity of
a private tour of the Abbey, but one led by
the Dean himself, The Very Reverend Dr
John Hall. And not only that—they then
enjoyed the privilege of having drinks with
the Dean afterwards.
Needless to say, this proved to be one
of our quickest-ever sell-outs. Not, it
should hastily be said, that there was a
question of selling tickets in this instance.
The cost per head comprised donations
entirely, and the total achieved was split
between the Abbey and the Sexcentenary
Fund. For those who like the detail, the
Abbey received a donation from the
Scriveners of £1000 and we retained £800
for the Charity Fund. We are enormously
grateful to the Dean and to Master and
Daughter for facilitating the visit.

Another event is planned for 3 June,
also arranged via the Lovegrove route:
before she went to the Abbey, Eleanor’s
previous role was with Shakespeare’s
Globe; and so it will come to pass that the
Company will visit the theatre exhibition
and see a performance of The Merchant of
Venice. Applications by booking form only.
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At Apothecaries’
Hall for the
Autumn Dinner
We were once again within the splendid,
wood-panelled walls of Apothecaries’ Hall
for the 2014 Autumn Dinner, with the
Bishop of Chelmsford as principal guest
(see page 2). This marked the ‘sacred’
aspect of the Master’s year, the 2015 Spring
Dinner being given over to the ‘secular’.
Other Company guests included the
Master Stationer, Mr Ian Locks, the Master
Apothecary, Dr John Moore-Gillon, the
Master Mariner, Capt Sam Judah MBE and
the Master Glover, Alderman Alison
Gowman, not forgetting the new CO of our
affiliate ship, HMS Portland, Capt Simon
Asquith OBE RN. He was accompanied by
his Logistics Officer, Lt Cdr Rachel Smedley
RN, seen here enjoying the Master’s company during the Stirrup Cup. Some of our
newer Scrivener Notary members and their
guests also lent a decidedly youthful air to
the proceedings. We can only be grateful
for that. 

… and at Barber-Surgeons’ for the Livery Showcase
Our Education Officer, Court Assistant Iain Rogers, organised a very successful and busy stand at the third
Livery Showcase at Barber-Surgeons’ Hall on 4 March. 27 livery companies demonstrated their particular
skills to wave after wave of 14-15-year-old students looking for ideas for their future careers. Our Peter
Esslemont Prizewinner, Felicity Hollis (see page 6), and Liveryman Win Eyles busied themselves all day
showing students the art of calligraphy, while Iain was on hand to explain the notarial profession and that
of Scrivener Notaries in particular. Also on display was the hand-inscribed translation of our Charter,
dating from the Clerkship of Jeremiah Bentham II in the mid-18th century. Photographs by Iain Rogers
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Last October, the Master arrived at Finsbury
Barracks to present our first award to a cadet in
329 (Finsbury) Squadron ATC, our newly
affiliated cadet unit, and found himself
presenting all the prizes in the Awards Evening.
He and the Immediate Past Master, John J
Tunesi of Liongam, who was the prime mover
in setting up the affiliation, are seen here with
Cadet Z Medley-Singh who, in his short time
with the Squadron, passed six exams and
achieved three out of the four available classifications. He also carried off various other prizes
during the course of the presentations and is
to be heartily congratulated. His name will be
the first to be inscribed on the challenge shield.
He also received a certificate and a Scriveners’
pen. Could be useful if he has to pass any more
exams. 

The first winner of our
annual Air Cadet award

The ‘rebirth’ of LXX Squadron: an update by Wg Cdr Simon Boyle
The RAF’s LXX Squadron has been affiliated with the Worshipful Company of Scriveners since 2 February 1996. The
Squadron was stood down at RAF Lyneham in 2010, when its previous aircraft type, the Hercules C-130K, began to be
withdrawn from service. I am very pleased to report that in late 2014 the Squadron was ‘reborn’, this time at RAF Brize
Norton in Oxfordshire, as the first front-line squadron to operate the RAF’s latest aircraft, the Airbus A400M Atlas.
Formed almost 100 years ago at the height of the First World War, LXX Squadron operated first fighters and then
bombers in its earlier years. It is best known in recent times, however, for its Air Transport duties. The Squadron served
overseas for some 55 years contributing to operations across Western Europe, the Middle East, North Africa and the
Mediterranean including what is recognised as the world’s first mass evacuation by air of nearly 600 people from the
British Embassy in Kabul in 1928. LXX finally returned to the UK in 1975 and was based at RAF Lyneham, flying the
C-130K Hercules in the strategic and tactical air transport roles for over three decades until it was stood down in 2010.
The Squadron reformed on 1 October 2014 in order to support its rapidly growing RAF engineering team and in
preparation to receive trained aircrew this summer as it takes on its first operational tasking. At that point the Squadron will celebrate formally the opening of the next chapter in its illustrious history.
It is an exciting time for us as we manage the challenges associated with rebuilding the unit from first principles
alongside our central role in the introduction into service of a cutting-edge Air
Transport aircraft. Atlas can carry a load of 25 tonnes over a range of 2000 nautical miles and, driven by the most powerful turbo-prop engines in the western
world, flies at speeds comparable with pure-jet military transports. It is capable of
flying missions at low-level (flying at 150ft above the ground) or at high-level
altitudes up to 40,000ft, and will deploy troops and/or equipment between and
within theatres of operation either by parachute (up to 108 paratroopers), or by
landing on short, unprepared or semi-prepared strips. Atlas is planned to replace
the current RAF C-130J Hercules fleet following an incremental expansion of
Atlas’ roles over the next 7 years as we develop the aircraft’s capabilities.
LXX Squadron’s strength continues to grow with over 70 personnel now in
post. Currently the majority are engineers, who will work alongside their civilian
counterparts from Airbus Defence and Space in the Industry-led Single
Engineering Organisation that will maintain the Atlas fleet. Two aircraft have now
arrived at RAF Brize Norton; that number will grow steadily to a planned fleet of
22 aircraft by the end of 2018. I was fortunate enough to spend 3 months last
year learning to fly the aircraft at Airbus’ International Training Centre in Seville,
Spain, alongside a small number of colleagues from 24 Squadron, also based at
RAF Brize Norton. Continued on back page…
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New Freemen

Notarial notes

The Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants
are delighted to welcome the following new
Freemen and Liverymen:

It is pleasing to report that the Company has been
appointed by the Hong Kong Notaries Society to set and
administer the examinations and a related educational
course this year for prospective Hong Kong notaries. The
Company’s appointment demonstrates its important
educational role and provides a reminder of the relevance
and usefulness of a livery company in the City of London
and beyond in the 21st century. The project is being led
by the Company’s Education Officer, Iain Rogers, and
both Iain and the Clerk’s office have been working
extremely hard to ensure that the course and exams are
to the Company’s usual high standards. Iain and Past
Master Nigel Ready are going to Hong Kong in April to
provide a series of notarial seminars and we look forward
to hearing about their trip when they return.
The Company’s Annual Wilfrid Phillips Memorial
Notarial Lecture is due to take place at the City Business
Library, Guildhall on Monday 15 June on the topic of
“Notaries in Europe” and a distinguished panel of
practising notaries from various European jurisdictions
has been invited to update us on notarial affairs across
Europe and potential future developments in the notarial
world. With the general election this year the issue of
Europe and the United Kingdom’s relationship with its
continental neighbours is likely to be a hot topic and, as
with many other professions, regulations affecting
notaries are increasingly being made at a European level.

Ronald Anthony Collins
(Executive partner, IBM Global Business Services)

Paul Edwin Lancelot Thomas BorrowLongain
(CEO, Borrow-Longain International)

New Liverymen
Arline Fisher
(Director of a property company and former
freelance journalist and scriptwriter)

David Paul Barker
(Former bank manager)

John d’Auvergne Maycock
(Former solicitor and trade mark attorney)

Edward Gardiner

Notarial Deputy & Chairman, Notarial Committee
David Barker (left) and John Maycock (right) are pictured
here with the Master after the gowning ceremony at the
Court Meeting on 28 January. Arline Fisher is seen below
signing against her entry in the Livery Book at a previous
Court Meeting on 5 November 2014.



Sheriffs and prizes
At St Lawrence Jewry in February we presented quill pens and
Scriveners’ fountain pens to the Sheriffs and the Peter Esslemont
Prize for Calligraphy and Illumination to Felicity Hollis (centre).
The Karen Nehammer Handwriting Prizes for Schools were
awarded to Jemima Laidlaw (left) and Olivia Devlin (right). Full
details are on the back page. 
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Dates for the diary

From the Lord Mayor’s
address at the Quill Pen Lunch
“The Mansion House staff presented me with a
ceremonial laptop and a box of ceremonial biros –
at least they said they were ceremonial…! But
while the quill might not be entirely practical, it is
extremely important. It reminds me – and has
reminded all previous Lord Mayors – of the
importance of your trade. A trade central to the
mayoralty… and indeed the entire City.
Normally, that was due to the Scriveners’ rare
skill at recording law, convention and conveyance.
Scriveners even helped to formalise the principles
of my own trade – finance and banking. In fact,
Scriveners were so important to London that as far
back as the fifteenth century, they provided
twenty guards for the City gates!
In the sixteenth century, the Scriveners had a
whip-round and lent 67 quid to Queen Mary to
help prop up her reign. Then in the seventeenth
century, all that sucking-up paid off and you got
your Royal Charter from James I!
Fast-forward almost 400 years. What makes the
Scriveners so notable today, is the uniquely close
link that you have with the ancient trade that
shares your name. You embody the City’s ability
to be true to the past… without forgoing the
future. Embracing the best of yesterday, today and
tomorrow…

Wednesday 22 April:

“...We should be proud of our successes and our
contributions. Look at the wonderful work the
Livery does! Think of Sir Robert Clayton, the first
Scrivener Lord Mayor. He poured money into
causes like St Thomas’ Hospital. That noble tradition is continued today, with your contribution to
education, churches, the military and plenty of
other groups. Everyone in the City should follow
your example.
We will only continue to flourish in an ultracompetitive market if we invest in people of all
backgrounds. Taking responsibility for making
things happen when others can’t.
Hence
my
mayoral
theme:
‘Creating
wealth.....giving time.....supporting people.’” 

Charity Sub-Committee and Privileges
Committee, HQS Wellington

Spring Dinner at Vintners’ Hall
Friday 24 April:
Curry lunch on HQS Wellington
Tuesday 28 April:
City Architecture Walk
Wednesday 29 April:
Court Meeting at Guildhall
Tuesday 12 May:
Festival of the Sons of the Clergy, St Paul’s
Friday 15—Sunday 17 May:
Master’s trip to Vienna
Wednesday 3 June:
Visit to Shakespeare’s Globe—exhibition and
performance of The Merchant of Venice
Monday 15 June:
Wilfrid Phillips Memorial Notarial Lecture, City
Business Library, Guildhall
Wednesday 24 June:
Election of Sheriffs and lunch at Tallow
Chandlers’ Hall
Wednesday 1 July:

Wednesday 22 July:
Election Court Meeting and Summer Reception
Wednesday 14 October:
Autumn Dinner at Inner Temple Hall

In return for his gifts, the Lord Mayor presented
the Master with a recipe book for fish dishes and
the Clerk with an elegant coffee spoon topped with
“a very distinguished heraldic dolphin”, as depicted
on City lamp-posts.
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The rebirth of LXX Squadron
Cont from p5:

24 Squadron is the training unit for
C-130J and now Atlas too and will prepare RAF pilots,
crewmen and engineers for front-line service at a
bespoke training facility using the latest technology in
simulator and synthetic training.
There is much for the Atlas team at RAF Brize Norton
to do in order to unlock the aircraft’s potential, but it is
a challenge that we are all relishing. It is a unique
opportunity and a privilege for us to be able to stand up
a squadron and be a part of the programme during this
defining period of the aircraft’s entry-into-service.
We continue to value hugely the support offered by
the Worshipful Company and recognise the strong links
that have been forged between the Squadron and the
Company over almost 20 years – and that have endured
during the extended period that the Squadron has been
stood down. As we bring LXX Squadron back up to
strength operating a state-of-the-art aircraft that will
form the backbone of the RAF’s Air Mobility Force of the
future we look forward to building on that relationship.



For the record: charitable giving
In addition to three bursaries and prizes for schools,
donations to the welfare funds of our affiliated services, to
our guild church, and to other associated organisations
such as The Heraldry Society and the Society of Scribes and
Illuminators, the Company makes annual donations to the
chosen charities of the Lord Mayor through the Lord
Mayor’s Appeal; to the Sheriff’s and Recorder’s Fund; and
to various individual deserving causes chosen by the
Master of the day. In the last two years these have
included: the British Red Cross; the Treloar Trust (young
people with disabilities); the Guildhall School Development
Fund; the Willow Foundation (for seriously ill 16-40 yearolds); the Mudchute Association (green spaces on the Isle
of Dogs); the 3H Fund (group holidays for seriously ill and
disabled children); Spitalfields Music (community musicmaking); Forest YMCA; Emmaus (for the homeless); Hear to
Help; the Cure Parkinson’s Trust; the Trinity Hospice; the
Samaritans; the Cardinal Hume Centre for the Homeless;
the Macular Disease Society; Shine (spina bifida and
hydrocephalus); Happy Days Children’s Trust; the Jubilee
Sailing Trust (activity holidays for able and less able young
people); Providence Row (helping the homeless); The
Royal London Society, Get to Work (G2W) Project (creating
opportunities for ex-offenders to secure sustainable
employment); Starlight (for the seriously and terminally ill
children); The City of London Police Widows’ & Orphans’
Fund; Community Service Volunteers; Army Cadet Force
Association; The Royal British Legion; and St John’s Ambulance. These are listed here not to advertise ourselves, but
simply in response to those liverymen who have asked for
the information. 

—————————————————————

Handwriting winners
—————————————————————

Past Master photographer
Past Master Nigel Ready has produced a labour of
love—a photographic essay illustrating T S Eliot’s Four
Quartets. It is to be published in a private limited
edition, and Scriveners may like to know that if they
wish to purchase a copy any proceeds over and above
the production costs will go to the Charity Fund. There
is more information at www.nigelready.com. 

The winners of the Karen Nehammer Handwriting Competition for Schools 2014 were as follows:
Year 7: OLIVIA DEVLIN of St Paul’s Cathedral School, with
Mia Deville and Lou Fontaine (both of City of London
School for Girls) being Highly Commended.
Year 8: JEMIMA LAIDLAW of City of London Freemen’s
School, with Freya Johnson (of CoL Freemen’s School) and
Phoebe-Jane Weir (of St Paul’s Cathedral School) being
Highly Commended.
Year 9: ISABEL HARLEY of City of London School for Girls
(who was on a school trip and unable to attend the presentation ceremony), with Priantha Pretheshan also of CoL
School for Girls being Highly Commended.
In addition to certificates, the winners received £100
Amazon vouchers; those Highly Commended received a
Scriveners’ pen; and there were also ten pupils who were
Commended. Congratulations to all. 

We have learned with much sadness of the death in
February of William Roger Mann, a solicitor and a
liveryman of the Company from October 2009.
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