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The celebrations commence

400th
Anniversary
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he Company’s calendar of events underwent
some considerable rejigging owing to the
timing of the anniversary of the Royal Charter
granted by James I in January 1617. The usual Spring
Dinner was brought forward from April to 26 January
so as to coincide (almost) with the original date (it was
decided calmly to ignore any possible variations that
might have been thrown up by the differences in the
Julian and Gregorian calendars). Accordingly, our

Guild Church of St Martin-within-Ludgate was packed
for a special service at 6pm and one of our Company
guests, The Very Reverend Dr David Ison, Dean of St
Paul’s, gave the sermon, an extract from which can be
found on page 5. The principal guest and speaker was
the late Lord Mayor, Sir Alan Yarrow, to whom the
Master is distantly related by some complicated
genealogical connection. Both gentlemen are seen
here, after the dinner, with their Cont. on page 7….
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splendid in their official uniform lending a touch of
colour to the proceedings. The presentation of the
quill pens was followed by the special Mozart recital
“Exsultate, Jubilate” beautifully played and sung by
Catherine Ennis (organ) and Emily Owen (soprano)
and much appreciated by all.
This was then followed by the Skryveners’ Mystery
Play introduced by our past Honorary Chaplain, The
Very Reverend Dr Philip Buckler, who set the
medieval scene beautifully. The play follows the story
of Christ appearing to the disciples after the
Crucifixion and Thomas not believing them until he
sees Christ himself and puts his hands on his wounds.
Expertly performed by Scriveners Denis Moriarty,
John Hammond, Jonathan Coutts, Graeme Harrower
and Past Master Giles Cole, the actors dressed simply
in livery gowns, the play couldn’t have been more
atmospheric. If you are interested in the origins, the
Clerk has all the information but it is thought to date
from the reign of Edward III (1316/7 – 1377).
The evening was such a success that many Masters
and attendees are still approaching me to say so!
Some said they felt inspired to produce their own
plays!
The beneficial effect of both these anniversary
events has had on the profile of our Company is
evident by the reciprocation of return invitations by
other Masters. One of these benefits was my invitation
from the Chief Commoner and the Remembrancer to
attend the Civic Dinner at the Guildhall in the Chief
Commoner’s Parlour. The Clerk believes that this may
have been the first time that such an invitation has been
issued to a Master of the Scriveners Company. The
new Chief Commoner, Wendy Mead OBE, Glover,
Patternmaker and Common Councillor, was invited to
our Anniversary Church Service and Livery Dinner in
January and kindly reciprocated by inviting me to the
Civic Dinner. Held in the Chief Commoner’s Hall in
the Guildhall, a gothic style room with a high vaulted
ceiling, decorated in the nineteenth century, it was a
friendly semi-informal occasion of about 20 people
seated round an oval table. Half way through we all
changed places which was an excellent idea so we
could meet and talk to more people. I happened to be
the only Master of a Company and had a fascinating
time talking to many different people of different
professions not necessarily directly connected to the
City.
As an example of contrast of the events I have been
invited to, this intimate dinner was followed two days
afterwards with the Information Technologists 25th
Anniversary Dinner held in the huge and impressive

From the pen of the
Master

ince my last “From the Pen of the Master” we
have had two splendid celebrations of the 400th
anniversary of the granting of our Charter by
King James I and VI on 28 January 1617. The
Commemorative Service of Thanksgiving
followed by the Livery Dinner on 26 January
2017 and the Quill Pen Reception and Recital
with the Skryveners’ Play on 28 February, both
excellently organised by our Clerk and Assistant Clerk.
Full marks to them both.
For those of you who were unable to be there, the
service, held at St. Martin-within-Ludgate, created a
great atmosphere. It was conducted by our Honorary
Chaplain, Michael Lovegrove, with the sermon given
by the Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral, The Very
Reverend Dr. David Ison. We were very fortunate that
our sponsored St. Paul’s Chorister, Benedict King, was
able to attend and sing a charming anthem by Vaughan
Williams. Andrew Carwood, the Cathedral’s Director
of Music kindly came to accompany him, while the
choir of St. James Garlickhythe provided the main
music for the service with works by Batten, Purcell,
and Rutter. Their organist Andrew Baars played us out
with Bach.
After the service, the congregation was able to
proceed through a new door recently opened up in the
north wall of the church which leads directly into the
garden of the Stationers’ Hall. We were very fortunate
that we were able to hold the Anniversary Dinner in
such an appropriate historic hall. The caterers provided
excellent food and wine, and the hall was filled to
capacity with an extra sprig in place to accommodate
the numbers.
Our second 400th Anniversary celebration was held
at St. Lawrence Jewry on 28 February on the occasion
of the presentation of the Quill Pens to the Sheriffs.
For this special year it was decided to make much more
of this annual event of presenting the quill pens and
prizes for calligraphy and handwriting by having a larger
and more important reception (more details of which
are recounted on page 8).
The programme was printed with an illustration of
part of the Scriveners’ Charter emphasising the
miniature of James I and VI. The Sheriffs looked
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Guildhall itself, with its ceiling disappearing into the
rafters, with over 700 people and barely elbow room
at the tables! The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs were
guests, with the Lord Mayor giving one of his very
amusing clever speeches; a military band provided the
entertainment, and trumpeters demonstrated their
skill at the end of the meal, with the traditional Post
Horn Galop*.

Bartholomew’s Hospital preceded by a service in the
Priory Church of St Bartholomew’s the Great - not
forgetting our own Livery Lunch at Watermen’s Hall,
when our Chaplain gave his reflections on his ten years
in the post; a Curry Lunch on board HQS Wellington
and the Festival service for the Sons and Friends of the
Clergy in St Paul’s Cathedral which is one of the
occasions when the Masters process.
Still to come as I write this, are an exhibition and
lunch in the Pewterers Hall; a Sheriffs’ Reception at
the Old Bailey; the Parish Clerks’ Ascension Dinner,
preceded by a service in St. Mary’s Aldermary; the
Master’s Weekend in Bologna and Ravenna; a
Buckingham Palace Garden Party; Beating Retreat; the
Lincoln Heritage Skills Festival; and the Election of
Sheriffs including a procession by the Masters; not
forgetting the weekend in Ironbridge attended by the
current Masters when they form their Past Masters’
Association; a reception at RAF Brize Norton for the
Sunset Ceremony and our own Company visit to
Windsor!
Now that I am coming to the end of my mastership
in July, one of the questions I am asked is “which is your
most memorable event?”. This is almost impossible to
answer because of the variety of the events and the
many different and interesting halls, dinners,
receptions, talks and school concerts, speech days and
exhibitions I have been to and all the interesting and
diverse people I have met. The grandeur of the
Mansion House and the Guildhall and other halls like
the Goldsmiths’, or the
Vintners’, the intimacy
of a smaller hall like
the Girdlers’, or the
wonderfully preserved
Apothecaries’ and the
historical aspects of the
Old Bailey and the
Corporation of the
City of London have
been a fascinating
experience; as has the
comradeship amongst
the Masters and the
The Hon Chaplain speaking at
respect accorded to
Watermen’s Hall.
them. All I can say is
that I have much enjoyed the privilege of representing
the Scriveners Company on all these occasions and I
hope I have managed to give a good account of what we
do and what we represent.
Julia Hett Master, 2016-17 

The Master sampling the grandeur of the Master’s
Chair at Watermen’s Hall on the occasion of our
charity fundraising Livery Lunch in March.

I have looked back over my Diary since January to
give an idea of the Master’s invitations. It starts with
the Blessing of the Bells in Southwark Cathedral and
continues with a round of various church services and
livery receptions, luncheons and dinners in livery halls
both old and modern, including a reception in the
Faculty Office, a lecture presented by the World
Traders and an exhibition for schools in the Guildhall
of livery crafts where we had a stall with our
calligrapher and an expert on heraldry. There has
been a Memorial Lecture by Dr Simon Thurley; the
Lord Mayor’s Gala Concert in St Paul’s Cathedral; a
concert by the City of London School, a modern
opera held in Wilton’s Music Hall; the Lord Mayor’s
Dinner in the Mansion House; the United Guilds
Service in St Paul’s; the open View Day at St

* apparently the correct spelling!
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New Freemen
The Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants are
delighted to welcome the following new Freemen:

William Paret Boswell of Toberchurn OStJ
(26.4.17) Colonel, USAF (Retired)

Benjamin Francis Harrop Bryant (26.4.17)
Legal Practice Course student

Geraint Anthony Jones (1.2.17) Queen’s
Counsel, Judge of the Tax Tribunal

Katherine Angharad Lyons (5.4.17)
Scrivener Notary

Stephen James Fitzherbert Plowman
(1.2.17) Performance Analyst, NHS, NW Surrey
Clinical Commissioning Group

Major David Rankin-Hunt CVO MBE KCN
TD (5.4.17) Former Administrator, Royal
Collection; former Registrar, Lord
Chamberlain’s Office; Norfolk Herald
Extraordinary

The Rev’d Daniel James Valentine (26.4.17)
Solicitor and Clerk in Holy Orders

New Liverymen
The Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants are
delighted to welcome the following new Liverymen:

Stephen James Fitzherbert Plowman
(1.2.17)

The Rev’d Daniel James Valentine (26.4.17)

New Court Assistant
The following Liveryman has been elected to the
Court of Assistants:

Margaret Mary Katherine Hill (26.4.17)
Benjamin Bryant, William Boswell (top)
Geraint Jones, Stephen Plowman
Katherine Lyons, David Rankin-Hunt
Daniel Valentine
- all entering the Company and being
welcomed by the Master, in the Aldermen’s
Court Room, in a restaurant at a Court
Supper, or on board HQS Wellington

4

Notarial notes

process of achievement and reflection. Psalm 45 is a
hymn of celebration, written possibly for the wedding
of one of the kings of Israel or Judah over two and a
half thousand years ago, celebrating the military
success, moral goodness and justice for which his subjects hoped, and the virtues of his bride. Whether they
got what they hoped for or not isn’t recorded, but it
may not have been that likely...
“Perhaps the first verse or two influenced your
choice of this reading, with its echo of the Scriveners’
trade: ‘my tongue is the pen of a ready writer’ says the
poet singing this song. But as well as yourselves, there
are other companies alluded to in Psalm 45 –look and
you will find:
“The Armourers and Brasiers, the Saddlers (or the
Hackney Carriage Drivers, depending on how you
want to ride), the Fletchers and the Bowyers, the
Carpenters, the Grocers, the World Traders, the
Gardeners, the Architects, the Constructors, the Goldsmiths, the Dyers, the Weavers, the Needlemakers,
the Broderers, the Security Practitioners, the Arbitrators, and the Parish Clerks; and behind the whole of
this royal event are, no doubt, the hidden arts of the
Public Relations Practitioners. What we do is only ever
a part of the whole, and yet a part that matters along
with all others: without the whole the parts would have
no meaning.
“The point of the psalm however isn’t only to give
thanks and celebrate, but to pray for two things. One is
for a just, secure and prosperous present, where the
ruler in charge will not be self-serving but be meek and
impartial, dispensing justice and giving people their
rights, providing security for everyday life and holding
unrighteous and hostile people to account. Much the
same as we might wish for ourselves today, something
which mostly we enjoy but which so many people in
the world long for, but can’t take for granted – and in
today’s world, we shouldn’t take it for granted either
– but we can work together towards that goal of justice
for ourselves and others, whether through democratic
politics or using our resources to support those who
are oppressed.
“The other thing Psalm 45 does is look forwards: it
prays that the king might have children for the future,
to safeguard future generations. And whether or not
we have children, we can all work towards the future,
through education and through writing things down, to
pass on the knowledge and experience we ourselves
have gained, in books and charters, laws and settlements – which is one of the particular roles the Scriveners have carried out and continue so to do.
The Very Rev’d Dr David Ison 

At the Company’s very successful 400th Anniversary
Dinner we were pleased to welcome distinguished
notarial guests including Charles George QC, Master
of the Faculties, and Howard Dellar, Registrar of the
Faculty Office, Christophe Bernasconi, Secretary
General of the Hague Conference on Private International Law, and Sally Osborn and Barry Holland, the
current President and Past President of the Notaries
Society.
We are delighted to congratulate Katie Lyons of
John Venn on her qualification as a scrivener notary.
The conduct of notaries is governed by Rules and
Regulations and, since earlier this year, the notaries
are also required to have regard to a new Code of
Practice. At the end of March, Nicholas Thompson
and the Company’s Education Officer Iain Rogers
gave a well-attended seminar on the new Code at
Saville & Co. In June a further continuing professional
education event, the annual Wilfrid Phillips Lecture,
is being organised by our Renter Warden, Edward
Gardiner. The lecture will be given by Tomasz Kot
from Poland.
Past Master Jeremy Burgess has attended meetings
with the Minister of Justice and the Legal Services
Board on the regulation of the legal professions. As
part of a review of this regulation, notaries are
required to encourage their clients to respond to an
LSB consumer survey.
The notaries wish the Master every success on the
forthcoming trip to Ravenna and Bologna, particularly
as Bologna is the home of the notarial tradition.
When in 1279 the Archbishop of Canterbury was
granted the power to appoint notaries, he summoned
John of Bononia (Bologna today), to come to England
to instruct English notaries.
Richard Saville Notarial Deputy & Chairman, Notarial
Committee 
————————–—————————————

Thus spake the Dean…
“… An anniversary is a great time to look back and
celebrate what has been achieved – and we, as human
beings, do need to stop and be still, to take stock
rather than always rushing ahead to the next thing: to
ponder on and learn from the past, in order then to
be ready to meet the new challenges of the future.
“The readings you’ve chosen for tonight’s service
of celebration each have their own relevance to this
5

The Anniversary Dinner

An anniversary dinner deserves no less than two
carpet guards. The cadets from 329 (Finsbury)
Squadron ATC formed one of the guards, and
the slightly more seasoned campaigners from
the HAC Light Cavalry formed the other. Cadet
Corporal Achraf Ellotfi was the 2016 winner of
the award, given by the Company each year for
Best Academic Achievement, and was warmly
applauded by all those present.
Photographs by Chris Alderman
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Continued from page 1…
commemorative goblets, which the Company
commissioned for the 400th anniversary, and
which were presented to them by the Master.
As the Master says in ‘From the Pen of the
Master’, Benedict King, the chorister whom the
Company supports at St Paul’s, sang a solo in the
service, accompanied on the piano by the St
Paul’s Director of Music, Andrew Carwood.
Benedict was then our guest at the Dinner,
accompanied by his father, but sadly missed the
special anniversary dessert, an exotic fresh
pineapple concoction, as he had to be back at
school by 9.30pm.
Exactly 200 guests attended the Dinner, with
twelve other livery companies being
represented, as well as our affiliated ship HMS
Portland, our affiliated RAF squadron, LXX
Squadron, Brize Norton, and our affiliated air
cadet unit, 329 (Finsbury) Squadron ATC.
Guests from the Faculty Office and the Notaries’
Society were also present, as were Alderman and
Sheriff William Russell (also distantly related to
the Master—she clearly has a very entangled
family tree), Garter King of Arms and Wendy
Mead OBE CC.
In his perfectly pitched response on behalf of
the guests, principal guest Sir Alan Yarrow was
pleased to note that HMS Portland had been
built in a Yarrow shipyard, and the Master
described how she flew down to Cornwall in the
third pilot’s seat on the new Atlas A400M, as the
guest of Wing Commander Simon Boyle of LXX
Squadron. It had been intended that she take part
in a ceremonial flypast over the Lord Mayor’s
Show, but unfortunately, on the day, the cloud
was too low, so it was decided to practise
‘bumps’ or near-landings at Newquay Airport
instead.
The Upper Warden, David Philip, proposed
the toast to the guests; the Master proposed all
the other toasts, concluding with the toast to the
Clerk, whose traditional long-winded response
was greeted with loud heckling, some laughter
and ironic cheers. It’s the closest your Clerk will
ever get to being a stand-up comedian.
In her closing remarks the Master reminded
everyone that the Scriveners have another
significant anniversary in only six years’ time—
the 650th anniversary of our first Ordinances. It
almost feels as if preparations should be under
way as soon as 2017 is completed. 

After-dinner entertainment was provided by the Leading
Ladies (top), most appropriate in a year with a Lady Master;
the Loving Cup in progress (centre), and the Company’s
Guild Church of St Martin-within-Ludgate filling up prior to
the Anniversary Service.
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The Quill Pen Reception
Moriarty. The Company’s own
little drama group, one might say.
It was a rather different experience
from performing on a waggon
around the City, as happens in the
York cycle, and two of our friends
from the Guild of Scriveners of the
City of York were among the
audience to see first-hand how the
London cousins got on. The play
was not performed in medieval
English, or even in the Francis
Steer literal translation, which
appears in the first volume of the
Company History, but in more
modern language, with the original metre and
rhyming scheme intact, which made for greater
clarity.
A further mention must go to our former
Chaplain, and recently retired Dean of Lincoln, The
Very Reverend Dr Philip Buckler, whose
introduction to the performance was a masterly
evocation of the original medieval experience and set
the scene perfectly. Musical accompaniment was
provided by Catherine Ennis, organist supreme and
Director of Music at St Lawrence Jewry.

U

sually, the Quill Pen Reception for the Sheriffs
takes place alternately at the Old Bailey and, of
late, St Lawrence Jewry, attended by some 40
or 50 Scriveners and guests. This year, for celebratory
reasons, we decided to extend the invitation to other
livery companies and were fortunate enough to attract
44 of them, which tallied rather nicely with the
Scriveners’ position in the order of precedence. Thus,
St Lawrence Jewry was packed, with extra seating
having to be added at the back.
It was felt that we couldn’t expect so many Masters
and Clerks to turn up for the usual programme,
consisting of presentations to the Sheriffs and prizes for
the winners of our schools handwriting competition,
but that something a little more elaborate was required.
Accordingly, as the Master has reported, it was decided
to mount a performance of the Skryveners’ Play, from
the York Mystery Cycle, which was last performed by
the London Scriveners in 2004, during the Mastership
of he who is now the Clerk. Prior to that it was
performed in 1973 for the 600th anniversary of the
acquisition of the first Ordinances, under which the
Scriveners—or Mysterie of the Writers of the Court
Letter—became self-governing.
In 1973, the performers were from a local drama
society in Sussex and not Scriveners themselves. Not so
in 2004 and 2017. On both these occasions the play was
performed by members of the Company, as liverymen,
and—as noted by the Master—wearing livery gowns
rather than any attempt at ‘biblical’ clothing. The play is
very simple in structure and lasts for approximately 13
minutes. Nevertheless, several rehearsals were held in
the weeks prior to 28 February and revealed some
hitherto undiscovered talents from Liverymen Graeme
Harrower, Jonathan Coutts, John Hammond and Denis
8

There was also the Mozart, mentioned by the
Master, beautifully delivered by Emily Owen and
Catherine Ennis, but that, and the play, followed the
main business of the evening—the presentations.
The Handwriting Competition for Schools is now
in its seventh year, and was instigated in memory of
our Liveryman, Karen Nehammer, notary public and
fervent educationalist, who died tragically young in
2006.
This year there were 91 entries from five schools,
the great majority of entries being from girls, but
City of London School (boys) entered for the first
time with a special Year 6 prize, the other categories
being Years 7 to 9. The winner of the special Year 6
prize was Amar Jugoo (City of London School); the
Year 7 winner was Olivia Hart (City of London
Freemen’s School), with Pardis Ajala (City of
London School for Girls) as runner-up; the Year 8
prize went to Imogen Scott-Gall with Mathilda
Briscoe as runner-up (both CLSG); and the Year 9
winner was Abidha Rahman (Sir John Cass Red
Coat School) with Chloe Tütwe Mwebaze as runner-up (also Sir John Cass). Their handiwork was on
display in the church and attracted much attention—
as did the entries for the Calligraphy and Illumination
Prize, named in honour of our late Upper Warden,
Peter Esslemont. Past Master Donald Jackson, scribe
and illuminator extraordinaire, was seen giving the
entries his close attention!
The winner was Janet Harper, pictured left in
the second photograph, and for the first time there
was also a runner-up for this prize, namely Lizzie
Matthews. Certificates, cheques, Amazon vouchers
and Scriveners’ pens were distributed accordingly—
whereas the Sheriffs, Aldermen William Russell and
Peter Estlin, received the quill pens with which they
signed themselves into office, along with inscribed
Scriveners’ fountain pens by A T Cross and a cheque
for the Sheriffs’ and Recorder’s Fund.
We were most grateful to The Reverend Canon
David Parrott for allowing us to use his church for all
the above activities, plus the conspicuous consumption of wine and canapés. 
———————–——————————

A plague of moths
The Master may look resplendent in the new gown but it has
been under threat of late. A plague of moths on board HQS
Wellington has required us to seal all our gowns in airtight
plastic sheeting secured with cable ties. The gowns are kept in
the bowels of the ship (the old rum store) hanging on a rack like
so many trussed carcasses. The Beadle has to keep pliers handy
to cut the cable ties before carefully transporting the gowns to
each function and back, and then resealing them. Just a small
insight into the inner life of the Company. And then there are all
the boxes of goblets which are taking over the office…

Handwriting Competition winners and runners-up (top, above);
Calligraphy prizewinner (left) and runner-up (right); the Sheriffs
study the form for the evening; the Sheriffs study the competition
entries for the Calligraphy and the Handwriting Prizes (bottom)
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Dates for the diary

Upper Warden has a field day

Wednesday 14 June:
Beating Retreat, Horseguards Parade
Thursday 15 June:
Wilfrid Phillips Memorial Lecture, City of
London Club
Friday 23—Saturday 24 June:
Heritage Skills Festival, Lincoln Cathedral
Monday 26 June
Election of Sheriffs followed by lunch at Tallow
Chandlers’ Hall
Tuesday 27 June:
Visit to Windsor: ‘Restoring Windsor—the
Castle after the Fire’

A

t the invitation of Flight Lieutenant Cydonie
Riley, Officer Commanding 329 (Finsbury)
Squadron Air Training Corps (which is
supported by the Scriveners), I attended the London
Wing Innes Sword Competition on 1st April. This
competition involves eight cadets from each of the 29
squadrons in the London Wing competing in nine
events over two days. The events include archery,
obstacle course, shooting and drill. Fortunately the
weather was perfect for the various events and it was an
exhilarating experience to see these young men and
women give their all to show both individual and group
skills.
My archery lessons at school were not completely
lost when the representatives of the Livery Companies
were invited to shoot some arrows. In the photograph
with me are Flight Lieutenant Cydonie Riley and Wing
Commander Colin Gale, who hosted the Livery
Companies for the day. Both were our guests at the
Anniversary Dinner in January.

Tuesday 18 July:
Election Court and Summer Reception with the
Installation of new Officers
Friday 29 September:
Election of Lord Mayor followed by lunch at
Innholders’ Hall
Wednesday 11 October:
Autumn Dinner at Painters’ Hall
Please note that new events will be added throughout
the course of the year.

David Philip Upper Warden, 2016-17 
————————–———–—————————

Alice Humphery-Smith
Alice Elizabeth Gwendoline (née Cogle) born Kenya 30
Sept 1930, wife of Scrivener Cecil Humphery-Smith,
mother of Scrivener Nicholas Humphery-Smith, grandmother of Scrivener Michael Humphery-Smith, much
loved wife, mother, grandmother and great grandmother,
died peacefully at home on Saturday 15 April 2017. She
was Company Director of Achievements Ltd until 2003
when she retired to Whitstable, Kent.

Court Assistant Barry Theobald-Hicks keeping very good company
at Lambeth Palace on the occasion of the visit of a High Ranking
Delegation representing His Beatitude Hieronymos II, Archbishop
of Athens and all Greece and Primate of the Autocephalous Orthodox Church of Greece. The Archbishop of Canterbury noticed
Barry’s tie, which gave Barry the opportunity to pass on the good
wishes of the Company to His Grace, who is the ultimate authority
on the regulation of the notarial profession through the Faculty
Office (a ‘faculty’ being a legal permission to do something—in
our case to practise as a notary). In actuality the Faculty Office is
presided over by the Master of the Faculties, currently Charles
George QC, a guest at our Anniversary Dinner. 
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Court minutes of 30 January 1986, tells how the two flags
came to live in Little Trinity Lane:
The Company’s Barge Flags
The Clerk (then James Harman) read to the Court the following
minute regarding the custody of the Company’s barge flags with The
Worshipful Company of Painter-Stainers and it was duly approved
that a copy be sent to The Painter-Stainers Company in order that it
could also be entered into their minute book:
“The Court approved for the two Barge Flags being the Company’s
Barge Flag and the Eagle flag, recently renovated by the Victoria &
Albert Museum’s Outside Workshops, to be placed after framing in
the Painters’ Hall, following that Company’s kind permission to
retain them on behalf of The Scriveners Company.
“The Court also recorded their thanks to The Worshipful
Company of Painter-Stainers for agreeing to the custody of the
framed Flags and for allowing them to be displayed in the Livery
Hall or any other room as they may wish.
“It was agreed by both Companies that while the ownership and
responsibility, including insurance, for the Flags remained with The
Scriveners Company, The Worshipful Company of Painter-Stainers
would be allowed to display the Flags.
(The cost of renovating the barge flags was approximately
£600 and the framing was estimated at £1000. It is also
worth noting that at this time the Scriveners still had a Wine
Committee.)
In the Court minutes of 30 July 1987, the following minute
appears:
The Swallow-Tailed Barge Pennant
The Court duly approved the following Minute for placing in the
Company’s records regarding the swallow-tailed Pennant placed in
Stationers’ Hall on 28 July 1987:
“The Court approved for the swallow-tailed Pennant, recently
renovated by the Victoria & Albert Museum’s Outside Workshops to
be placed in the Stationers’ Hall, following that Company’s kind
permission to retain it on behalf of The Scriveners Company….
And very similar wording then follows regarding the recording of thanks, ownership and responsibility.
However, Painters’ Hall is about to undergo some extensive renovation and their Clerk has advised us that they will
no longer be able to house the very large framed Barge Flags
in their Hall, useful though they have been as a decorative
screen behind which catering equipment and chairs could be
stored. Several alternative options have been explored,
including the Museum of London and the Church of St Martin-within-Ludgate, but so far no offers of alternative
housing of the flags has been received. Both Clerks continue
to address the situation. And so far, no question has been
raised regarding the swallow-tailed pennant in Stationers’
Hall, which is much more helpfully displayed, as mentioned
earlier, high on a wall and well out of the way of any passing
Liverymen or catering staff. 

Our new Honorary Chaplain

A message from our retiring Hon Chaplain will appear
in the next newsletter, but meanwhile here is a sneak
preview of his successor, The Reverend Steven
Brookes, who is also Chaplain at the Royal Hospital
Chelsea. He comes highly recommended by Past Master
David Scott and Liveryman David Longbottom (who
know about matters ecclesiastical), and he considers it a
great honour to be asked to be our Chaplain. A fuller
profile will follow in the Autumn newsletter. 

Whither now our barge flags?
It is a fairly well-known fact that the Scriveners Company
owns two barge flags, which are housed in Painters’ Hall,
and a barge pennant, which is housed in Stationers’ Hall.
Some of you may have spotted the pennant, displayed in
the Livery Hall high on the wall directly over the entrance
to the Court Room, where we had the drinks reception for
the Anniversary Dinner.
It has yet to be discovered precisely how the Stationers
came to the aid of their fellow liverymen and agreed to
take in the pennant, but the following extract from the

Past Master Bill Kennair is seen proudly standing guard by the
Company’s Barge Flag in Painters’ Hall, from which can be seen
how large the flag and the frame are. The Eagle flag is on the
reverse side of the frame. The motto Litera Scripta Manet was
discontinued as it had no authority from the College of Arms!
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Two letters from Portland

“I last wrote just as we had entered the Pacific
Ocean in company with our tanker, RFA GOLD
ROVER, and were en route to the west coast of Chile
after transiting through the navigationally challenging
Strait of Magellan and Patagonian Canals… On the
subsequent transit towards our next port of call in the
Falkland Islands, we found a weather window which
enabled us to round Cape Horn, affording the fantastic opportunity to witness the most southerly point of
South America and the farthest south the Ship would
sail during her deployment.
“During the Ship’s time alongside East Cove
Military Port in the Falklands, we refuelled and took
delivery of stores and provisions, including 686 kg of
Christmas mail. A notable highlight of our time in the
Falklands was the Ship’s capability demonstration
day, delivered to 75 Army and RAF staff who embarked to gain an appreciation of maritime business.
“Possibly one of the most rewarding visits of this
deployment was to South Georgia in early January.
Despite extreme weather and the ever-present threat
of ice, HMS PORTLAND was able to visit Stromness
Bay, Fortuna Bay and Grytviken, with the Ship’s
Company enjoying leg stretches to admire the stunning scenery and extraordinary wildlife.
“A short courtesy visit to Tristan de Cunha, the
world’s most remote inhabited island, came next,
marking a dramatic return to tropical climes. The
subsequent passage to Rio de Janeiro saw temperatures continuing to rise, although this was tempered
when one of our number was critically injured by an
electric shock whilst maintaining radar equipment. A
superb response from first-aid teams resuscitated the
casualty from cardiac arrest and he was successfully
evacuated by Lynx helicopter to hospital in Rio.
“After a short stop at Ascencion in early February
to replenish stores, the Ship crossed back into the
northern hemisphere before anchoring off Freetown,
Sierra Leone, where volunteers from the Ship’s Company completed two days of outreach activity to local
orphanages, set up to aid children most severely affected by the Ebola crisis of 2014-15.
“Continuing north, HMS PORTLAND conducted
a counter-narcotics patrol at Cape Verde. This was a
combined multi-national and multi-agency operation,
which proved a new global Memorandum of Understanding that will enable Royal Navy and US Coast
Guard to operate together anywhere in the world, at
short notice. The Ship is now en route home to
Devonport having sailed 38,000 miles and having
experienced some of the most high-threat waters in
the world. All are thoroughly deserving of their postdeployment leave.” 

21 January 2017. Lt Cdr Andy Parker RN writes:
“May I take this opportunity to introduce myself as
HMS PORTLAND’s new Affiliations Officer, having
taken over from Lt Cdr Adam Titcombe when the ship
was alongside in Valparaiso, Chile. I joined from Joint
Helicopter Command in Andover and having been on
board for a few weeks, I am delighted to report that I
have joined a very fine ship.
“I do not wish to steal the content of Captain
Stroude’s next update letter, however, I thought that I
would apprise you with a quick flavour of what we
have been up to. The ship spent Christmas alongside
in the Falkland Islands, where on Boxing Day a few
personnel enjoyed a bracing quick swim in the sea. In
the New Year we visited South Georgia where it was
very cold, but this could be forgiven as it was an
amazing place to view wildlife and admire the spectacular scenery. Last Saturday evening, we spent the night
at anchor off Tristan da Cunha, which is inhabited by
just 270 people. In the morning when the low cloud
eventually dissipated, we were able to enjoy the
magnificence of the volcanic island and used the opportunity to land personnel ashore. Since then the ship has
transited north, the weather has improved, with the
daily temperature now in excess of 30 degrees. Today
we stopped in the water to pipe ‘hands to bathe’,
where many people enjoyed the thrill of jumping into
the sea for a swim.
“I will stop there for now, but your affiliated ship
continues to represent the Royal Navy around the
globe. HMS PORTLAND has completed just over
seven months of her deployment and preparations are
starting to be made for our arrival home in March.”

With the 6,765ft volcano Queen Mary’s Peak shrouded by cloud, HMS
Portland anchors off the most remote populated island on the planet,
Tristan de Cunha. Photo courtesy of Navy News

6 March 2017. Captain Paul Stroude RN writes:
“As Portland is nearing the end of her busy nine-month
deployment, covering three continents, four oceans
and nineteen port visits, I feel that now would be an
appropriate time to write again to update you on our
recent travels and experiences.
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